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	Joe Latham
	Report Author
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Im going to get straight into it this week. Im not holding anything back. The weekend just passed saw some very very poor performances from the players of chessington cricket club. It was horrible, disgusting even, and the performances left all the skippers with more than just a selection headache. However, that’s enough about Karaoke night, on to the cricket.

I’ll apologise once again for last weeks ‘late’ match report. Many of you thought it was another baron week. I understand it had become quite the routine to sit down at lunch time at work on the computer, download the file, and escape into the world of the chessington panthers for half an hour. However just like facebook / myspace / bebo and youtube, I fear that www.chessingtoncricketclub.co.uk may be blocked from office computers all round the country as it has become so distractive and entertaining. So I held it back, like a slower ball. Also, last weeks edition was first published in hard copy at the cricket club, so I could get some first hand live feed back. 

This experiment didn’t affect anyone any more than it affected avid Match Report reader and Sunday 2’s captain Rick Eustace. As I popped down the club on Sunday – (primarily so people would ask how I did so I could tell them I took 5 wickets) Rick spotted me and even though he should have had his mind on fielding and captaining his side, he shouted his disappointment at the lack of report. I feel this is because The Sunday 2’s are of course the sister team to the Saturday panthers, and as skipper Rick is trying to create the same sort of bond, spirit, drama and hilarity on a Sunday, and picks up tips and tricks through the reports. It seems to be working too as the banter is flying round the Sunday Second XI dressing room! They all have clever nicknames now like Nick ‘jacko’ Jackson,  Brian ‘Knowlsey’ Knowles and Alex ‘Alex’ Dixon. Also they have given the team a name, just like the ‘panthers’ – They are called the Pandas. They have had some silly in-jokes too! Steve Bradley is always playing tricks on his team mates with his false injuries! Just watch. Whenever, hes due in to bat and the keeper is standing further than 5 yards back – he’ll make up an injury and drop down the order – hilarious! LOL!
Any way good luck to the Pandas this year, but back to the panthers. 1’s Captain Paul Willis tried to pinch a few of the panther players this week. First he opted for the Sobster. Sobby then proceeded to go to Lisbon on holiday and was unavailable, Willis then opted for Steve ‘Supercuts’ Angliss, who then proceeded to get hold of some Oasis tickets at Wembley, after being inspired by Jeff Keenes rendition of Wonderwall at karaoke night. Next on his shopping list was my older brother Conor – who was available. This meant more changes to the panthers. The bash brothers came back in as the ‘beast’, Stewie Hill was back, with Jack ‘the body‘ Newman also recalled. 2 new editions to the side this year included David ‘DJ’ Johnston, and the wind up windmill that is Dave ‘Wizzer’  Wisden. Of course having Wizzer in the team meant the clouds gathered overhead and the rain began to fall just as he stepped out of the changing room.
After throwing around the mini American football (with lots of sentimental value) and hoos’s familiar stretch routine in the rain - the chances of a result looked unlikely due to the weather. This would be very disappointing as we were playing second bottom Chipstread and Coulsden, ‘the chips’ -  a team we should be picking up 13 points against. Winning the toss also meant Chessington just hoped the weather would hold off as we were in prime position to take control of the game bowling first. 
Dillon took the new ball with Latham, looking for early wickets to try and wrap up the game - before the rain - against an opposition that was tame -well that was the aim - while Matt Aldiss was in spain.

A few chances came and went as Latham and Dillon put pressure on the batsmen, Dillon finding his old form and Latham creating some late movement. The run rate was as slow as hoos’s actual running and the pressure paid off when Dillon, bowling at a decent pace had Martin caught behind. Lathams luck looked to be out once again as chances dipped over Tyson and Newman, as the team wished they had Andy Fletcher and Richard ‘Hagrid’ Singleton fielding for just a couple of balls (well maybe Niall Stewart instead of haggers)
I dont really want to draw attention to it  but 

Jeff Keene then made a slight error in judgement. Latham had been swinging the ball in big to the right handers and Bristow padded one away which pitched outside off and was coming back in big. A huge appeal went up but Jeff was adamant it was not out, as Latham posed the question why?
‘Hit him outside the line’ Replied Jeff Keene as he sent Bristow back, after he had attempted a run but did not offer a shot…

To cut a long story short, it was out : though Latham noted it and didn’t argue with Kenny, as he decided to get his own back in the Match Report this week… which he has just done.

However this didn’t cost the team much as in the next Latham over one squirted through to put Bristow out of his misery. Bristow stormed off cursing his bad luck it but it was what he deserved after chipping and edging 18 horrible runs before surviving the LBW appeal. 

The momentum was with the panthers and soon the swinging ball caused problems for ‘Chips’ captain Lock who was trapped LBW with a full swinging delivery from Latham. This time Jeff thought long and hard and 12 minutes later the finger went up as Lathams appeal drowned out the screams from the vampire ride at Chessington World Of Adventures.
Panthers were roaring, as the rain cloud above Wizzers head continued to threaten to pour down any moment. Next came two classy dismisalls from Hoos behind the stumps. One was his favourite stumping from the ball which drifts down leg side – expertly taken before 2 overs later a realy smart catch from an inside edge brought the opposition to 60 for 5. Chessington were on fire and literally ‘frying’ the ‘chips’.
Latham had four, Dillon had bowled realy well for just the one but he had the opportunity to claim another with a caught and bowled that floated up to him. In honour of the missing Supercuts Angliss, Dillon tried to recreate the famous ‘juggling catch’ from 3 weeks ago, as he patted the ball down and crumpled to the floor. However ‘Special K’ didn’t quite excecute the second phase of ‘the juggle’ quite as well as Glissy - he dropped it. DJ was brought on to fire up the attack and began to intimidate the batsmen, purely through his run up. 

He made an instant impact as he caught the edge of flowers bat and hoos moved towards leg, but then dived towards 1st slip, taking a BBBBBBBEAUUUTY of a catch in the webbing of the keepers glove. He was having a good day behind the stumps. Good news for his fantasy points tally, and all those who have him in their team – (which is just about everyone at chessington cricket club).
The 8ft Orr then strode to the wicket (in 3 strides), and looked to attack the Chessington Bowling attack with aggression. The bowlers tied him down, and after a while he calmed down, took his guard and was ready to bat. After a couple of Big shots a mis timed lofted drive, lofted straight up to Tyson at Mid Off, whos safe hands lived up to their reputation, giving Latham a five wicket haul…

The very next ball it could have been 6 as a full toss was pushed straight to Peplow at short mid wicket, but the chance was put down by the normally rock solid Pepster. (Pepster?).

The ball after that it could have been 6 for Latham also….. but it was a poor delivery. The ball after that could have been 6 for Latham too, but it was pushed for a single….

I could go on…

Jeff Keene left the field of play for a while, complaining of ‘toothache’. He returned to the field 15 minutes later with a replenished pocket full of murray mints, everton mints, boiled sweets, a packet of nerds and a double dip to ease the pain.

However, the Chips tail began to wag as Cusworth played tidily, and was supported by Moody. The rain began to fall harder and the Chips batsmen didn’t seem to fancy it. Even if it was bright sunshine I don’t think they would have fancied it much, they were 67-7. The sun soon tried to break through as Wizzer moved away from the wicket and down to fine leg, but the Chips were coming back. 

It seems to be a regular occurrence that the panthers don’t seem to quite have the killer instinct of a panther of late. Having had teams in trouble they have been letting teams off the hook more easily that the $%#*head / Chessington 6 were let off the hook on tour. It seemed to be the case again, even as Captain Burge took a smart caught and bowled to get Moody and Wizzer clean bowled Bradley (the batsmen claimed he was put off by Wizzers cloud above his head), the chips managed to bat out the 55 overs and stick a tricky 169 on the board, with Huitson at 11 scoring a frustrating 26.

Tea time came – and nothing of note happened really. The panthers just knew they had a job to do, and if they did it, all would be ok, despite letting the soggy Chips in with some hope towards the end of the innings.
Even in the rain, the crowd gathered in the Dougie Stewart stand, till it reached Capacity (15). Peplow and Tyson Opened the innings and immediately began scoring at a good rate. Peplow took on the quickies, despite some very long scary follow throughs….aaah! 
Peplow had raced to 26 when he popped one up to mid wicket, as the chips got a bit more chirpy. They got their heads up and Sterling, soon had another victim – the run machine Richard Cook (. He was cutting it along way, getting good bounce and Cookie was caught behind. Tyson – normally rock solid was then cleaned bowled by one that cut him in half. Hoos  ‘the average’ was at the crease after a great day keeping wicket – perhaps it was his day to be the hero. He was joined by Burge looking to steady the ship. A captains innings was needed. 
Now - I’m not exactly sure what ‘a Captains Innings’ is, but im pretty sure its not 2 runs. He was looking good for his 2 until attempting an ambitious 3rd run with hoos…(you see how this is going to end) – turned into a simple run out chance for the chips. Bagpuss made his return to batting at 6 for his beloved panthers and it was time to take responsibility. ‘Responsibility’ is not normally a word associated with ‘The Body’ Jack Newman, throughout his years at chessington cricket club, but of late hes a changed man – and player. Newman was oozing confidence and counter attacked the chips bowlers. Hoos remained solid at the other end, using the pace of the ball to play and place some powerful shots. 

We then saw 3rd XI Captain and Superstar and Craig hastings approaching the ground. As he turned the corner to walk toward the back pitch we saw his nose 3 minutes before the rest of his body. He then took his seat in the Dougie Stewart stand, as the crowd assumed the 3’s game had been rained off. Apparently not. It had indeed rained heavily over in Dulwich, but a short 5 min dry patch gave Alleyn and Honor Oak the chance to bowl out Chessington and then knock off the runs. It was over very quickly, despite Bottings bowling of 2 wickets for 1 run. It was at this point that Captain Burge looked at the score card to see Latham had taken 5 wickets. 
‘I didn’t know you took 5 wickets’ he said

‘yes I took five wickets’ I confirmed,

So just to recap, I… I mean ‘Latham’ took five wickets.

Back on the pitch the partnership was building nicely, but with 55 runs required Hoos was bowled by Bradley. In came the Beast Stewie Hill and the Bash Brothers began to bash up the bowling by Chipstead and Coulsden. Jack continuously found the gaps and the running between the wickets was excellent. I am told these too ‘get on so well’ off the pitch and it showed on the pitch.

As we counted down and 37 runs remained Newman trotted down the track but was stumped by Bristow. However a classy 36 had put the panthers within touching distance of 13 points, as the rain continued to hold off. Ex Saturday 2’s opener DJ was in at 8 and provided good support for Stewie Hill who played a ‘Shot of the Day’ cover drive on the up for 4 through extra cover pushing the panthers nearer and nearer the target.
DJ then fell to another Sterling cutter bringing Latham into a situation he was quite used to this year. 23 were needed this time – compared to the 50 required during the heroics against Horsely and Send. It was a simpler task – just to support Hill, who was looking confident, and assured, despite the sweat pouring down his brow. Latham kept out the Chips attack whilst Hill, picked off the runs.

The runs came slowly, and it was pretty dull until Latham livened things up with a suicide run. Well, less of a suicide, more of a murder as it was his batting partner Hill who was in danger. Umpire hoos however gave it not out, as more runs were added. 

The beast then ran himself out for a match winning 30 as just 2 runs were required. The old friends, neighbours, bowling and batting partnership of Dillon and Latham were reunited at the crease, looking to hit the winning runs again for their town. 

I regret to say that neither Dillon nor Latham hit the winning runs, nor did Wizzer batting at 11. They didn’t need to! As a wide and a leg bye meant 13 points for the panthers, LOL!
Back in the bar it was ‘Club Nite’. You can tell it was a big one, because they spelt Night ‘N-i-t-e’. Special offers were on Jaegerbombs, and Bulmers as the beer flowed and the panthers had a couple to celebrate in the whites. There was even some totti at ‘club nite’ as the Wags showed up – Chloe (Craig Hastings) and Denise (DJ) were out as well as Jocelyn (Paul Willis) – who completed the famous ‘3 J’s’ line up with Jack and Joe. Richard ‘Hagrid’ Singleton, bought six Jeagerbombs… and drank them all in one go, to the delight of his proud Mum, Heidi ‘Chessington’ Langrish. The day had been a huge success and the ‘nite’ looked as though it was going to be a corker – even if we were going to ‘Mcluskies’.
The champagne was flowing in the club and I was reminded of tour as The beast wandered around with 4 drinks in his hand, Joe Best had that glazed look in his eyes, Dan Walter had the Camera out and Paul Willis kept getting continually approached by Gay men. The only disappointment of the whole evening was that the DJ never played Craig Hastings request…. The Baywatch Theme tune.

There will certainly be selection headaches this week for the captian burge with all the Panthers now playing seemingly to their potential, and the whole squad hungry to pounce on bottom of the table Chertsey next week. It’s a must win game, with the dougie stewart stand sold out, but still some ticket available for the bench by the covers, as in round 10 of 18 chessinngton move to fourth in the surrey championship ladder, 10 points and one win away from top…. Just remember
‘What Man Believes, Man can Achieve…’

See ya then Mr Fans

SPOTTED!

This week we have a geniuine spot:

Dan Mckay doing the pub quiz at the Worcester Park pub with his Family (carrying a blue carrier bag).

