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Chessington Cricket Club
Match Report Form
Send all completed reports to Simon@ChessingtonCricketClub.co.uk with 'Match Report' in the email subject header.
	Team
	Saturday 2nd XI
	Date
	23rd May 2008

	Opponents
	Camberley
	Venue
	Home

	Toss Won By
	Chessington
	Result
	‘Tied’

	Man of Match
	Meathead
	Report Author
	Joe Latham


I’ll Start this weeks match report with an advert. For those of you, who have been enjoying these weekly match reports, why not enjoy them with one of ol’ Bri Whittles Burgers. A snip at just £2.50, for a Burger more tasty than Sam Robinsons Bird, More Juicy than a Steve Angliss half volley and packed with more meat than Nick Baileys……….er, Bat. Head on down to Chessington Cricket club – 7pm onwards every saturday for banter, booze and brians big beautiful beef burgers, straight from the Bar-B.

Sooooooo….

After an excellent effort last week, Skipper Simon Burge had a real selection headache this week, so after conversations with all the captains, a selection meeting, midweek phone calls and some very sleepless nights, it was I, not Steve Angliss who was selected to write the Match Report.

The match reports are stirring up a storm in south west London, with big money sponsorship deals being offered, and celebs referring to them on twitter, they are really gaining momentum, as are the Chessington Panthers this summer. Moving into Match up 4 at home to Camberley the Sat 2nd XI were second in the table – ‘exactly where we want to be’ according to Skipper Burge. Some glances round the team suggested others would rather be top of the league, but we left it there and decided to mention it in the report, which I have just done.

Batting first, the Panthers aimed to set 250 in their 50 overs, on a scorching hot day, with not a cloud in the sky, and the only wind being provided by Nick Baileys behind. But as the openers strode out to bat, there was an uneasy feeling, and some worried looks, as we realised that pale, pasty, umpire Jeff Keene wasn’t wearing a hat. The openers, Alldiss and Peplow looked in great nick however, Peplow back from injury picked up where he left off and Alldiss was looking composed and confident – looking like a panther (he just needs to pass the induction of eating a raw onion and drinking a pint through hoos’s sock to officially count though). 

The Camberley bowlers were bowling a perfect line and length (perfect for Chessington to score lots of runs that is….’LOL’!) as Peplow played some beautiful drives, and was timing the ball better than Latham times his jokes. Alldiss was just getting going when he was given out LBW possibly even before the ball had even hit his leg for a solid 19.  Sam Robinson, was once again in at 3, so the 2 female members of the Sam Robinson Appreciation Society (SRAS) walked round to watch his progress. He didn’t let the SRAS down as he took the attack to Camberley playing some lovely shots, and looked to be seeing the ball well, moving quickly onto 20. His concentration was broken however as the ladies applied sun lotion to each other, and Sam, was bowled, but once again showed great promise, but did not capitalise.

Hoos strode into bat, and was immediately recognised by the Camberley boys having scored heavily against them previously. The innings continued at a good run rate and Peplow was enjoying himself and took on the Camberley bowlers with some terrific pull shots. Halfway through the innings, there were drinks, Chessy were in a strong position, the FA cup final was kicking off, the Lions were leading in the rugby and Jack Newman was just waking up in cheam.

Peplow fell for an impressive 71, when he didn’t quite time one, which brought club legend Nick ‘Head’ Bailey into bat at 5. Bailey exploded with some thunderous shots at the crease, just like he had exploded with some thunderous ‘air packets’ on the boundary, and the run rate accelerated. Bailey, supported well by Hoos, smashed sixes and fours, whilst both ran between the wickets, putting the pressure on the Camberley kids and building a platform for a big finish.

As the score edged towards 250 mark just as fast as the chairs on the boundary all edged towards Sam Robinsons lady friends, Bailey was run out for 75 as he looked to push on, so Hoos took charge and began to play his shots. Sobby was sent in as the pinch hitter and was eager to impress as he was being watched by his wife and sister  (not the same person) and his son Ray for the first time! Sobby attempted to demonstrate what NOT to do to Ray as he was bowled for one, as Chessy made 272 after 50 overs with Burge not out for 4 and Hoos unbeaten on 61.

After tea, and twenty minutes of the cup final, the Chessington panthers took the field confident of putting the pressure on the Camberley ‘Cats?’, as 272 looked a huge total for a team that had not scored more than 150 all year. From the opening overs from Sobby and Latham it was clear they were up for the challenge as they took on the bowling, rode their luck and got off to a good start, if a little unorthodox. Sobby was bowling quickly and caught the edge of Peels bat in the 5th over. Unfortunately the chance was put down despite Sobby instructing Burgey to ‘CAAAAAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTCCCCCCCCCHHHH’ it. Camberly were cantering along nicely, and soon put Chessy on the back foot, and the Panthers knew they were in for a fight, especially when Latham had a word with the intimidating unit that was the Camberley opener.

Dillon and Young were brought on to steady the ship, and did so, but a few bad balls were slipping into all of the bowlers spells giving windows of opportunity to Camberley to catch up with the run rate again, with both openers reaching 50. Young struck first, again with good line and length forcing an error as he bowled the ‘big guy’. However the runs still flowed and Peel was looking very dangerous at the top of the order. Burgey turned to Elvis, to add a bit of ‘Shake, Rattle and Roll’ and he bowled tight lines as the game hung in the balance, but the breakthrough didn’t come and another partnership was building. Cue another change of 3 overs from the skipper to take the pace of the ball before Latham returned to the attack further looking to tie them down. 
The plan worked as Latham summoned up all his panther power to bowl his special super douper speedy spitting spinner ball which was lobbed up to himself  by Camberly number 3 Kempton for a caught an bowled. This created a change in momentum as Chessy began to take charge with some great fielding by Sam Robinson saving plently of runs and Simon Burge doing some great work to run out Peel, before ‘peeling away’ to celebrate (see what I did?) his ton. Latham tried to bowl nice a full to the new batsman Reabow first ball up, but it slipped out as a full toss which was smashed away. Before Latham could finish saying NOOOOOOOOOOOOO, Sam Robinson, leading by example in the field had plucked the ball out of the air and caught it on the cow shot boundary, and Reabow had fallen for the oldest trick in the book, cleverly executed by Burge, Robinson and Latham.

The change in momentum brought Sobster back into the attack, and he inturn bowled quick, straight and full, bowling both Perks and Holmes in quick succession, but every run was crucial and it was still game on. Chessy’s fielding was improving but still not quite up to scratch, as Camberley continued to run well and put pressure on the fielders, creating a few uncharacteristic fumbles.

With 10 overs to go just under 6 an over was needed. Cometh the hour, cometh the man, cometh another ‘air packet’ as Nick Bailey stepped up to bowl at a crucial time. Dillon and Bailey bowled good lines and great lengths to give chessy a chance, both picking up wickets at vital times, especially Dillon’s, as Sobby kept ‘cool’, to catch Cooles  (see what I did? That’s 2 now) on the boundary.

So it came to the final over, to be bowled by Bailey himself. Camberley needed 9 to win, 8 to draw with 2 wickets remaining. As Bailey stood waiting to bowl the biggest over of the season his knees were shaking, (not because of nerves, apparently this is just what happens every time he bowls more than a 2 over spell nowadays). Ball one brought one run, ball 2 another with Bailey giving them no room to work. A super 4 meant that Camberley needed 5 to win and 4 for a tie from two balls.
The crowd was gripped as the first team and 2nd XI match report fan John Yarnley looked on. The clock said 7.40pm which meant Jack ‘Bagpuss’ Newman was probably just about waking up once more after another afternoon nap, as Bailey bounded in to bowl. Camberley found a shot whipping the ball away for 3 with 2 needed now for the win from the final ball. The crowd held their breath (I think Bailey had let another one go)  and Bailey bowled the final ball, fast and straight….it struck Hills pad and darted away to gully, Hoos was onto it as the Camberley batsmen scampered through past Baileys huge appeal for LBW……. “Not out”.
So the match was tied, 5 points a-piece in a game which had it all. Some great batting, some unorthodox batting, some tight bowling and some loose bowling, some great fielding – especially from Robbo, and some not so good fielding, but in the end it was game for which people watch and play the game of cricket. 

Camberley went into their changing room the more content team, but Chessington will take heart from a good comeback, some top batting and top bottle towards the end. Hats of to Camberley for a  top effort in a great run chase full of character.
However… 

PANTHERS go on a 2 game unbeaten streak into the 5th game match up v’s Old Emanuel ‘Emus?’ as ‘TYSON returns!’ catch all the action LIVE 1pm next week Chessington Cricket Club HOME of the Panthers. See ya then Sports fans. 
Panthers go 2 and 1 and er 1! …. and 4th on the 4 week Surrey Championship ladder.

This match report was sponsored by:
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