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Chessington Cricket Club
Match Report Form
Send all completed reports to Simon@ChessingtonCricketClub.co.uk with 'Match Report' in the email subject header.
	Team
	Saturday 2nd XI
	Date
	16th May 2008

	Opponents
	Addiscombe
	Venue
	Away

	Toss Won By
	Addiscombe
	Result
	Lost

	Man of Match
	Tyson
	Report Author
	Joe Latham


Match Report
Have you ever had ‘One of those days’, where things don’t quite go your way, where you feel like the world is against you, and things don’t turn out how you have planned? Craig Hastings regularly experiences those kind of days, but Saturday the 16th of May 2009 was one of those days for the Chessy Panthers as they faced Addiscombe away.

The day began badly with Latham losing his spikes as the team set off for Addiscombe in convoy. The lucky spikes were nowhere to be seen after 20 mins of looking and a phone call to prime suspect Rick ‘Pikey’ Letheren, so a borrowed pair would have to do, putting 4 players and umpire already 30 minutes behind schedule. Things went from bad to worse when Umpire Jeff Keene, stopped off at a petrol garage for his habitual lottery numbers, only to find there was no lottery facility at the ‘Park garage’ on ruxley lane. Disaster.

Luckily Vice Captain Steve Tyson  got us back on track with his trusty Sat Nav, leading the way to Addiscombe. The Sat Nav (or should I say Sat -‘Naff’) packed up 30 minutes into the journey, which meant a combination of an A-Z a few wrong turns, a couple of ‘U turns’ and some consultations with locals got Tyson and Co to the ground for 1.00pm, when it was revealed Chessington were in the field with the match due to start – at 1.00pm.

However a great team effort and victory 7 days prior and a hilarious match report from the previous week had combined to ensure that morale was still high in the 2nd XI and the team knew they had the ability to roll over an Addiscombe side who were missing a few familiar faces from previous seasons.

The plan was the same as the previous week with Dillon and Latham opening the bowling with controlled aggression, but circumstances were a little different this time around as Addiscombe attacked from ball one. Chessy’s bad luck for the day continued with edges and aerial shots flew through the slips and gaps in the field as catches didn’t carry and Addiscombe rode their luck a little, but put themselves in a strong position, scoring at 5 an over for the first 15 overs. 

The First bowling change saw a welcome return to Sohaib Qurisy…Qweshi….Qrishee…. Quieish…’Sobby’ to the Chessington 2XI bowling attack, after a winter of injuries and babysitting. He injected some instant pace to the attack and ruffled the batsmen, although it was Steve ‘Elvis’ Angliss who made the first breakthrough, bowling a great length creating a caught and bowled opportunity, which he caught right in front of his quiff.

At ‘drinks’ Addiscombe were still in a commanding position, at around 130 for 1 with the opener going well, but Chessy regrouped, the panthers pulled together and went up the gears. The fielding was sharper, the bowling was tighter and the chirping was cheekier as Chessy piled on the pressure again which paid off, as Angliss picked up his second, bowling the number three (ignore the play cricket scorecard which says Connor young bowled him), who for some reason couldn’t stop smiling (and flirting with married man sobby). 

It was game on before Chessys day of bad luck continued with opening bat, in top form Stu Peplow split his hand open just fielding the ball (although he may have done it fiddling around with that big knife he carries round in his sock). Fielding with 10 men for a while the panthers continued with the bowlers coming back for their second spells. The Addsicombe opener was hitting through the line and the small boundaries meant opportunities for straight sixes. The Captain – Burge, brought himself on to break up the partnership with instant effect, picking up a cheap wicket, well held by Sobby at fine leg, before he himself came on and was too quick for a few of the tail, picking 2 wickets clean bowled, as Dillon also bowled well at the death, bowling tightly and accurately at the tail picking up two wickets for himself also. Behind the Stumps Shadooobyo….shabazabado…. shabidebo,…. ‘Hoos’, did some excellent work, claiming a well deserved stumping, removing  (as all good wicket keepers should) all three stumps out of the ground.

Chessy had worked hard and an excellent second 25 overs meant Addiscombe had put 240 on the board after 50 overs, which was correct because that’s how many runs they had got.

At tea the Chessy boys thought their luck had changed, as posters and decorations for an 18th birthday at Addiscombe Cricket Club were hung up and taken note of! This boosted morale, as instantly Steve Tyson asked if anyone had any hair gel he could borrow, Sam Robinson asked if their was a topman open nearby, and Connor young asked his mum if he could stay out ‘a bit later’. 

With Peplow rushed to the hospital (rushed after he’d had his tea of course), The panthers were two men down which meant a re think in the batting order. After plenty of promise and potential, Connor Young was given a chance and opened the batting for Chessington with Tyson. With 5 an over required Tyson and Young looked in good nick with some classy drives and a beautiful on-drive from Young, which got them off to the start they required. However lots of local knowledge then began to kick in as the pitch which had played very well for the panthers, began to deteriorate and the ball began to pop, cut and keep low in places as the task got tougher. Young fell to a ball that cut away edging to gully, as Sam Robinson came to the crease. Robinson however didn’t last long playing lazy shot in which must have been an attempt to make closing time at topman in Croydon with the 18th Birthday party in mind. Hoos came in at number four and looked to take the attack to Addiscombe playing some nice shots, keeping the run rate as it was required, but soon the Addiscombe skipper skidded a short one that he attempted to pull, which ended up straight into the hands of mid wicket. 

Although the run rate was good, wickets were falling and the Chessy boys began to fear as Peplow and Dillon hadn’t returned yet from the hospital. However, even more scary was the fact that Angliss was getting padded up and batting at a possible number 9! Jack Newman at 5 was unlucky to get a ball that kept very low, so Simon Burge had the job of steadying the ship as he began to play nicely with the ever dependable Tyson. Just as the scoreboard was nicely ticking over, Tyson tickled one to the keeper, and was out caught behind. Latham – wearing borrowed spikes, seemed to be on borrowed time as he met the same fate as Tyson, caught behind, which brought the big hitting Sobby to the wicket. It seems Sobbys batting scared Addiscombe just as much as his bowling did - as he smashed a quickfire 30 in virtually all boundaries before an attempt to smash a ball into Croydon, turned into an easy stumping for the Addiscombe keeper. 

By this time Peplow had just returned in time to go in at number 9. Injury hampered he was not to be the hero, despite a brave effort. Simon Burge was still looking good and with 10 overs to go 7 and over was required, however only two wickets left remained – Dillon and Angliss.

So the Panthers lost.

Simon Burge reached a deserved half century as Chessington were 199 all out two runs short of denying Addiscome the bonus point for this format of the game which they received for winning by 40 runs or more.

However all things considered Geoff Keene pointed out it was a good effort and luck wasn’t on our side today, although improvements can be made in all areas of the game.

Back in the bar the babes walked by to the birthday party , but the fact that Steve Angliss’s quiff was now wet and flat served as the perfect metaphor for the flat mood of the Chessington boys. 

It had certainly been  ‘one of those days’ and just to make things worse, on the way home Kevin Dillon was stuck behind a annoying slow silver Vauxhall Vectra for at least 20 mins, Latham returned to Chessington to find his beloved spikes had been thrown in the bin by Dickie Webster, and to round it all off Jeff Keene didn’t win the lottery either.

However, beware next week Chertsey, a panther is at its most dangerous when wounded….

