THE BELL TOLLS FOR CHESSINGTON
Match Summary.

Chessington 242 for 8 (55 overs) – A. Yarnley 35, A. White 42, L. Carter 32, C. Norton 39  
Worcester Park 244 for 6 (43.1 overs) – R. Singleton 3 for 66
Result: Worcester Park won by 6 wickets
Report.
Is it not always the case that when you try to be helpful, provide advice, criticise or generally make a statement that you find yourself making the very same mistake or error that you are talking about. And so it was when I spoke about spelling, grammar, etc. No sooner do I advise the need to get things correct than I find myself criticised about the very same thing. My fellow Match Reporter, Joe ‘Super’ Latham (‘Super’ because it starts with an S) immediately took umbrage with my spiel. It was like handing fresh meat to a Rottweiler, or gently floating a half volley outside Nick Bailey’s off stump, it was savaged. And, to be fair, rightly so. 
To this week. After a tour of duty playing Surrey Championship cricket in South London and Middlesex, the First Team returned home. Their opponents were near neighbours Worcester Park who have been enjoying an outstanding season. They stood at the head of the league and, to be honest, had given Chessington a bit of a thrashing earlier in the season. This was the time for revenge. Unfortunately, on the morning of the game, skipper Paul Willis had to pull out due to a very nasty bout of D&V. It was either that or Jos fancied seeing the Girls Aloud concert from two year’s ago on Channel MTV Gold. Daniel Yarnley took up the reins and Richard Cook was drafted in as the late replacement. Daniel Yarnley soon showed that he had what it takes to be a Chessington skipper by losing the toss. Once again, Chessington were asked to bat first. As well as losing the skipper, Luke Carter had also been up all night using the toilet to very good effect. 

I am not sure who writes the Kingston Guardian reports, but Alex ‘Smashed it’ Yarnley opened with Andy White, as usual. They were confronted by the Worcester Park openers, Rob Bell and Gary Marshall. It was a steady opening partnership. Alex Yarnley kept slips and gully interested whilst White looked solid. However, in the ninth over, Chessington’s luck took a turn for the worse. White had turned and was coming back for a second when you could hear a yelp of pain. Andy White had tweaked yet another hamstring. After a delay whilst everyone checked that White was okay, he decided to continue. For those old enough to recall Gordon Greenidge, beware anyone playing on one leg! White took the decision to hit out, block or get out. Tadgh Randall had come on as his runner and White took his chances. The opening partnership grew and the run rate increased as White hit out over the top. The score had reached 73 when he miscued Waite to cover for a fine 42. He was replaced by the sickly Luke Carter. Carter, too, decided that his time at the crease should be as fruitful as possible. He and Yarnley took the score to 120 before Carter, too, fell to a gentle catch to cover off the spin of Daniell for a run a ball 32. It was the spin of Daniell and Sagar that put a brake on the scoring. Daniel Yarnley did not last long as he was LBW to Daniell and his brother Alex went soon after for a grafted 35. Niall Stewart was looking in very good form when he was caught behind off the bowling of Daniell. Daniell was bowling decent lines and lengths and was certainly getting the ball to spin and leap. Richard Cook fell in the same over as Stewart. He was followed by Andy Robson, who helped Chris Norton take the score past the 200 mark. When Robson fell, another LBW decision, it was clear that Chessington were in danger of leaving too many overs to chase the score. Chris Norton was run out for a fine 39 and Graham Francis ensured that Chessington went the full 55 overs with an unbeaten 23. The final score looked a respectable enough 242 for 8. However, with a top score of 42, Chessington could only guess what they may have achieved should someone had gone through the innings and turned the decent cameo into a proper score. The Worcester Park bowlers had stuck to their task and managed to take wickets at regular intervals. Daniell was the pick with 5 for 64.

There was some confusion about the number of overs that Worcester Park would have back. The Worcester Park skipper was convinced that it would be 47. However, neither umpire confirmed this with either the scorers or skippers. As it turned out, it was 45 overs back. The umpires, apparently, at a late stage in the game, decided to inform Chessington that they had put the time back too. Clearly, communication was an issue and left all the players and scorers confused about what was going on.

Chessington decided to start with the old ball and their two spinners. Worcester Park decided that they would start their run chase positively. It was a shame that Worcester Park refused a substitute fielder for the hamstrung White, which left Chessington disadvantaged as they were, effectively, fielding with only ten players. Smith and Waite started well, driving both Daniel Yarnley and Richard Singleton into the gaps. It was Singleton who made the initial breakthrough. Another LBW decision which went the bowlers way. This brought out Bell, fresh from his hundred the week before. Immediately, his confidence from that earlier knock shone through. He eased both Yarnley and Singleton through the covers for some fine boundaries. Smith, too, played some fine shots and they quickly took their partnership past 50. It was Daniel Yarnley who achieved the next breakthrough. Luke Carter taking an excellent, juggling catch in the gully. This brought Kent to the crease. With Bell looking supreme, Chessington’s tactics were to give Bell the single and bowl at a nervous Kent. The batsman played a curious innings. Initially, he struggled to lay a bat on ball. Chessington, at this time, had taken the new ball with Tadgh Randall and Andy Robson. It was during this period that Robson had a very close shout for LBW against Bell. Kent, in the meantime, had spent a considerable amount of time over just one run. He then decided to run down the track at everything and swing the bat hard. He had a little success but it was only a matter of time before it failed. Sure enough, he missed one and Graham Francis completed the stumping whilst Kent continued to walk to the pavilion. De Groot did not last long as Singleton had him caught on the square leg boundary off a big full toss and he also accounted for Sagar, caught by Norton. The score stood at 139 for 5 at this point with Bell already past his fifty. Bell was playing beautifully. However, with wickets tumbling, Bell decided on a policy of all out aggression. Luck was on his side as a top edge off the bowling of Singleton found space between three converging fielders. Singleton’s next over went for 25 as three huge sixes sailed back over his head. With some very sensible support from Marshall, Bell took complete charge of the innings. Boundaries flowed as all Chessington bowlers were treated with equal disdain. Bell raced into the nineties. It was at this point that Chessington had the chance to stem the onslaught. In desperation, Chessington had thrown the ball to Luke Carter. Bell tried to hit him out of the ground but did not quite time it. Chris Norton, Chessington’s leading outfield catcher, got underneath it at long on. Unfortunately, he fumbled it and the chance was gone. His 63 ball fifty was converted in to a 90 ball hundred. Not that he was content with that. The onslaught continued. Marshall was eventually dismissed for 19 by Carter, caught behind, but this was too little, too late. The winning runs, hit by Bell, came in the 44th over. Bell was unbeaten on 139. 

This was an excellent game and Worcester Park were worthy winners. Bell’s knock was superb and deserved to win any game. Chessington had not bowled that badly but never really threatened to take the 10 wickets needed. Therefore, there was no revenge victory. Worcester Park look worthy league champions and it will take a very good team to beat them or a massive fall in the standards that they have set in their two games against Chessington. For Chessington, it is a question of dusting themselves down and getting on with the following week. Holiday season is upon us, this will be a test of the strength in depth that the club has. 
