SOGGY CHESSINGTON REVERT TO FOOTBALL
Match Summary.

Chessington 57 for 3 (23 overs) – C. Young 20*
Worcester Park 

Result: Abandoned
Report.
It had rained heavily on Friday and, when turning up at the ground, the wicket, square and outfield were sodden. Chessington were entertaining near neighbours Worcester Park. The two teams having experienced very different seasons but both were keen and determined to play. Worcester Park, lying second, wanted to play to keep their promotion hopes alive. Chessington, third from bottom, similarly were keen to get a result to move them to safer climes.

It remained dull and overcast throughout the morning but, fortunately, there was no rain. Chessington won the toss and, after discussions with the team, elected to bat first. Andy White was on holiday so Richard Cook came in to the side. Skipper, Paul Willis, also decided to juggle the batting order to try to find some more solidity to the side. The new look opening partnership of Daniel Yarnley and wicketkeeper Graham Francis faced Worcester Park’s Bell and Marshall. The wicket, although damp, played well with the ball skidding on to the bat. The outfield, naturally enough, was very slow. Yarnley and Francis started cautiously. Both bowlers kept things tight. Marshall, in particular, was difficult to get away as he plugged away on a good line and length. Bell tried some short stuff alongside his natural back of a length bowling. Daniel Yarnley showed the first aggressive intent with a pulled four. With Marshall giving nothing away, Francis tried to chase a wide, fuller delivery from Bell but succeeded in only edging it to wicketkeeper Wilkinson. Chessington were one down for just 19 after nine overs. Richard Cook did not last long. Next over he edged over the slips for four and then popped up a catch to silly mid on off Marshall. Daniel Yarnley had looked secure up to this point and he was joined by his brother Alex. Marshall continued to be very miserly and Bell, too, was difficult to get away. Bell, after seven overs for 16, was replaced by the Worcester Park overseas Stafford and this quickly gained reward. Daniel Yarnley, in his first attempt to go after the bowling and hit it over the top only succeeded in finding the back peddling Line at mid off. He was gone for 16 with the score at 30. The run rate was below two per over at this point. Conor Young joined Alex Yarnley at the crease and was timing the ball exceptionally well. He twice eased Marshall through the covers for twos and in Marshall’s final over, drove him powerfully past mid off for a boundary. Alex Yarnley also found the boundary as the score progressed. Marshall finished his ten overs for just 19 runs and was replaced by Waite. The wicket was drying out at this point and the occasional ball was now gripping and seaming. Not that this mattered to Young who welcomed hill with a superb cover point drive for four and then, next over, drove him long and high for a big six. It was at this point that the rain returned. 

The players left the field with Chessington at 57 for three after 23 overs. Amazingly, there were no extras in this total although a couple of leg side deliveries were not called as wides. Covers came on and the waiting began. A quick decision to have the drinks break immediately was taken. After thirty minutes, it was decided to have an early tea. The rain came and went but the sodden outfield and square was water logged. Forks and towels came out in a vain attempt to get the game going again.

Chessington decided that this was the time for a team bonding session which involved bare foot football. The aim appeared to be how far you could slide and how wet you could make your kit. The cricket game was abandoned just after 4:00pm and, I am reliably informed, that the football match resulted in the Old ’Uns winning 16-14 with Nick Bailey scoring a glorious hat trick, at least that is what he told me. 

There was some late consolation for this correspondent when Hampshire won the 20/20 cup later in the evening. 
