CHESSINGTON BLOWN AWAY
Match Summary.

Worcester Park 267 for 5 (50 overs)
Chessington 182 all out (45.4 overs) – G. Francis 51
Result: Worcester Park won by 85 runs

Report.
On a glorious day, a confident Chessington side were off on their travels to local rivals Worcester Park. The discussions through the week revolved around whether certain individuals would be available or were intending to watch the Cup Final. For me, there is no contest. Playing sport is always preferable to watching. However, as it turned out, all players were available. Skipper, Paul Willis had even sold his final ticket to play. The other debate was whether Tadhg Randall, now fit after his injury, would come straight back into the team or have a work out with the Second XI. The decision was to play him and veteran Nick Bailey made way for his return. The final item of interest was a call from the Worcester Park skipper apologising in advance as the club was full of football fans that were coming to watch the final! As it turned out, they were mostly heading off on a Double Decker bus to who knows where to watch the game.

Chessington, naturally enough, lost the toss and Worcester Park decided to bat first. Luke Carter opened with Tadgh Randall. Randall struggled with his radar early on but his second over produced two good deliveries which accounted for the opener J. Hill and Bell, caught by keeper Graham Francis and first slip Andy White respectively. This was the early breakthroughs that Chessington were hoping for, and the reason why Randall was brought into the side. However, the intensity was not really there and there was a number of sloppy moments when the basics were not done correctly. Carter continued to bowl tightly but Randall continued to struggle to find his rhythm. Smith and new batsman, R. Hill, took their time in assessing the wicket and the bowling. However, they did not miss out on scoring opportunities when they arose. Randall was replaced after five overs with Daniel Yarnley who, along with Carter, bowled in good areas. Having put on 64 runs in partnership, it was Yarnley who achieved the next breakthrough, bowling Smith for 30. A couple more wickets would put Worcester Park under pressure. However, this did not materialise. Waite joined Hill and they continued to pick off runs with little problem. Andy Robson replaced Carter and he, too, bowled steadily but did not look like taking wickets. Hill, in particular, was milking the bowling and life looked all too easy for the Worcester Park batsmen. The left arm spin of Richard Singleton was held back until the 31st over, when Daniel Yarnley’s spell had finished. Did the skipper miss a trick by leaving it so late? Who knows, skippering is never straightforward and when decisions go your way, you are a genius and when they don’t the whole world told you to do something different! As it was, Singleton struggled with his length. Waite and Hill had put on 84 before Singleton found a way through. Waite trying to slog sweep him for six and missing. Hill had passed his fifty a while back and was now looking to accelerate. It was a cracking innings without a chance. Ladha joined Hill and made a quick fire 19 before cutting to Chris Norton at backward point off Singleton. John Daniell now joined Hill and the acceleration was on. The last 10 overs saw 98 runs being added. Hill flew past his hundred in 124 balls and finished on an unbeaten 132. Daniell scorched to an unbeaten 34 in just 21 balls and the total finished at 267 for 5. The Chessington bowling figures looked a little battered at the end. Chessington had not bowled or fielded well. Simple returns to the keeper went astray, so much so that they went for overthrows. Backing up was not done, simple basic errors which helped Worcester Park to their total. Credit should also go to Hill, who batted beautifully and the innings was superbly paced. Daniel Yarnley had the best figures (1 for 33 in 10 overs). Luke Carter and Andy Robson were steady whilst Tadgh Randall and Richard Singleton picked up two wickets apiece.
The tea interval is for reflection, gathering together and planning how to chase or defend the target. The two youngest members of the Chessington team, Tadgh Randall and Niall Stewart, were certainly in a reflective mood. They had been terrorised on Thursday evening (after training) by a deer that had got on to the ground and was trying to find a way out. Evil things deer!! A panic call to skipper Willis was needed to help them out of their dilemma and Willis came to the rescue. Then, at tea, Worcester Park supplied a plate of crab sticks with a Thousand Island dip. Clearly, this puzzled our university duo. No wonder, they thought that the crab sticks were rhubarb!! Heaven only knows what they thought the dip was!!

Back to the game. To chase a large target like 267, you need a good start. Unfortunately, Chessington came across an opening pair who, as it turned out, were too good for them. Bell and Marshall were formidable. The former bowled with great pace and aggression while the latter bowled miserly. It was too good and Chessington very quickly slipped to 22 for 5. Game over. Of course, they did not help themselves. Alex Yarnley did well to edge a wide one to the keeper and Chris Norton gently looped a drive to cover. At the other end, Bell rearranged the stumps to get rid of Andy White and Luke Carter for ducks and then Niall Stewart. White was late on his shot, Carter went for a drive and Stewart just left a straight one. It was left to Daniel Yarnley and Paul Willis to try to repair the damage. Yarnley should have gone in single figures but a straightforward catch was put down at mid off. They put on 30 before Yarnley edged a drive to slip. Willis fell soon afterwards, well held in the gully for 17. The score now stood at 72 for 7 and humiliation beckoned. It was Andy Robson and Graham Francis who showed the top order how runs could be made. Both played carefully but pushed the bowling around. As the partnership grew, Francis began to expand his shots and hit powerfully down the ground. They had put on 56 when disaster struck. Francis drove hard to mid off and called for a single before realising that he had hit it directly to a fielder. The subsequent no was too late and Robson had no chance to get back, especially as the throw was a direct hit. Randall joined Francis and both began to hit the bowling around. A jolly partnership of 43 was achieved. During this, keeper Francis got to fifty, his first for the club. He departed soon afterwards. Richard Singleton and Randall delayed the inevitable for a few overs before another running disaster saw Randall gone for 23. The final score of 182 had, at least, shown spirit and determination. It also showed that the batting runs deep. However, it can only run deep if the top order get their fair share. To be honest, this is the first time this season that the top order has failed collectively. 
Skipper Willis had had a cracking day. He binned his seat at Wembley for a defeat at Worcester Park. Birthday boy, Luke Carter had a duck to remember for his day, although a top evening in Leicester Square was anticipated for the evening. 

Next week the format returns to 100 overs cricket with wins and winning draws possible. It is important that Chessington put this display behind them and return to the type of cricket that they were playing the previous week. 

