BAILEY AND ROBSON STAR IN VICTORY
Match Summary.

Chessington 182 for 10 (47.1 overs) – C. Norton 34, P. Willis 37, N. Bailey 34 
Warlingham 123 for 10 (37 overs) – A. Robson 4 for 34
Result: Chessington won
Report.
The latest game came after Chessington’s highly successful Cricket Week. It was good to see so many old players and members at the President’s Day last Sunday and there was some marvellous cricket put on by the First Team and their President’s XI opponents. Three hundreds and a 99 show how well the track played although I suspect that the bowlers and fielders were less impressed! The 20/20 games on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday were entertaining affairs even if the Thursday game was played in a monsoon. Chessington won the 6-side competition on the Wednesday although most of the talk was about the Hull University side and their antics. The Friday game was played in good spirit and then the excellent bar-b-q followed and was enjoyed by all those who attended. 
The other talking point of the week was where are the Panthers’ match reports. It is two weeks since the last sighting. Have the Panthers become shy kittens? Whilst other match reporters are flying out of the woodwork, it has gone silent in the Panthers lair. 

At long last, a Saturday promised sunshine and no rain. The league was returning to the limited overs format although, confusingly, the First Team were due to start at midday, the Second Team (in the same format) at 1:00pm and the Third Team (in the old format) also started at 1:00pm. I am at a complete loss to understand why each team was different, all questions to the League Management Committee please.
Bottom of the table Warlingham were the visitors. Chessington were still without a number of players who were away. Niall Stewart and Stuart Peplow were the latest who were unavailable. They were replaced by the returning Graham Francis and Richard Cook. Skipper, Paul Willis, who had enjoyed a romantic holiday with his girlfriend in Devon through the week, arrived in time for the warm ups. Then, shock horror, he won the toss and elected to bat first. The wicket had been covered, to protect it from the rain but looked another decent track. A little moisture was expected to dry out. Chris Norton resumed his old position of opener with Alex Yarnley. It was not long before the wicket showed that it would keep bowlers interested throughout the day. The Warlingham opener who restricted his run up to about three paces, quickly found some movement as had Alex Yarnley very well caught by an alert and surprised gully fieldsman as he tried to clip a leg side delivery to square leg. This was the first of a number of excellent catches held by both teams. Chris Norton, as it turned out, was the only batsman who seemed to be at home on this track. He was joined by a watchful Luke Carter and they carefully put together a 38 partnership. Norton was playing beautifully, driving powerfully through the off side he reached 34 at a run a ball before clipping a leg stump half volley straight to square leg. Luke Carter was the next to go. Having been hit amidships the ball before, he copied Norton and clipped the same bowler (Chrystie) to the same fielder (Patel N.) from the same delivery (leg stump half volley). Chessington were struggling at 52 for 3 at this point. The Warlingham seamers were bowling well, especially R. Patel. Richard Cook did not last long. Another poor shot saw him pick out mid on when pulling a short ball. The score was now 64 for 4. The skipper, Paul Willis, joined Daniel Yarnley in the middle. It was time to pull the innings around. Scoring was not easy as the ball tended to stop and occasionally pop or move off the seam. R. Patel bowled through for excellent figures of 10 overs, five maidens, two for 18. The two openers were replaced by the spin threat of M. Amin and the Warlingham overseas, Lind. Once again, scoring was a real problem as these two spinners probed, got spin and bite. Daniel Yarnley, usually free scoring, was especially troubled by the off spin of Lind. They bowled five overs each and conceded just 13 runs in this time. Warlingham then turned to their younger spinners, N. Patel and Dev. Amin. Scoring opportunities suddenly presented themselves as the younger bowlers were not quite as accurate as the older colleagues. Willis, in particular, was severe on anything pitched short. They had taken the score to 108 when Daniel Yarnley’s patience finally broke. He attempted a slog sweep and was adjudged LBW to N. Patel. His 16 had taken 57 balls. Further wickets fell to the young spinners. Andy Robson was unlucky when his defensive push hit an arm, pad, back of bat and had just enough pace to dislodge a bail. Then Willis fell to a slip catch for a very hard working captain’s effort of 37. At 129 for 7, it was questionable what would be a good score. What was in no doubt was that Chessington had not reached it as yet. The sages on the sidelines still felt that 200 would be very competitive but that seemed a long way away. Graham Francis was the next to go. His innings was frantic, to say the least. There were a number of occasions when the Warlingham fielders got excited as the ball popped around and the keeper scrambled to take possible catches. There was one unsavoury incident when Francis edged to slip. The fielder dived and claimed the catch. However, apparently it had been grounded and then grabbed and several Warlingham players immediately said no catch. For a few moments, fielders, batsmen and umpires had a heated discussion before the game restarted. Francis did not last long. He smashed a full delivery back at the bowler, N. Patel, who held an excellent caught and bowled chance. The score was now 140 for 8. It is fortunate that Chessington bat very deep. Young Conor Young is not a number 10 batsman. He plays straight and has opened for the Panthers (Second XI) and Sunday teams. With him at one end, Nick Bailey decided that all out attack was the best form of defence. It should be said that Mr. Bailey believes this to be the case no matter what the situation is. Suddenly, the minefield that the wicket had assumed became a flat track. N. Patel was lifted for two magnificent straight sixes, a process he was to repeat a few overs later. The pair quickly put on 40, with Young also playing some nice boundary shots. However, Young fell into the trap of trying to copy Bailey and, with over three overs still to go; he skied a slog sweep and was well held by R. Patel at midwicket. The next over saw Chessington’s innings finish as Bailey rushed the returning Lind and was stumped by the proverbial mile. The final score of 182 was a lot larger than could have been hoped for when Chessington lost their 8th wicket at 140. It was also disappointing as they did not manage to bat out their overs and a number of players will need to look at themselves and the shots that they played when getting out. The Warlingham bowlers all had good days. It was surprising that M. Amin and Lind were held back for so long and the decision probably allowed Chessington an extra thirty runs.

It was clear that the wicket still had something in it for the bowlers. Chessington would need to bowl tightly and field superbly to put Warlingham under pressure. It was Luke Carter and Andy Robson who opened, Field and Dil Amin were the Warlingham batsmen. Carter did his bit as the first over was a maiden. Unfortunately, Robson’s first over was not as tight as it went for 14, including six wides. Would Warlingham get off to a flyer. Certainly, it seemed that Amin was intent to take the attack to the Chessington bowlers. At these points, the fielding side needs to keep their nerve and fight back. It was Robson, with the considerable help of Nick Bailey that turned things around. Robson got Amin driving a little uppishly. At first glance, it seemed that another boundary was emanating. Bailey, at mid off, took a couple of side steps and dived. At full length, he managed to get his right hand under the ball and held on, inches from the ground. A magnificent catch. It was the type of fielding which really gets the side buzzing whilst the batting team’s heads drop. From that moment onwards, Chessington’s fielders buzzed. Bodies were thrown in the way of balls and Warlingham’s batsmen felt hemmed in. Their skipper, Pizzey, was the next to go. Well held by a diving Daniel Yarnley at slip off Robson for just a single. Naidoo joined the determined Field and tried to attack the bowling. He regularly advanced to Carter, who was barely conceding a run at his end. It was only the regular concession of wides that kept the Warlingham scoreboard ticking over. Naidoo finally fell to Robson, a gentle caught and bowled and McNamee sooned joined them, LBW to Robson. Steve Angliss replaced the accurate Carter (Seven overs for just seven runs). His first over, like Robson, was expensive but he settled down. The patient Field lost patience and, trying to cover drive Angliss, succeeded in skying it to a running Daniel Yarnley who held it over his shoulder for another well judged catch. Warlingham were now 57 for five and struggling. Chrystie was joined by Lind and they tried to resurrect the innings. In much the same way as Daniel Yarnley and Paul Willis had done in the Chessington innings. Daniel Yarnley was now bowling his off breaks and getting turn and lift. Conor Young replaced Angliss and it was he who achieved the next breakthrough. Chrystie and Lind had added 28 when Chrystie played around a straight one and was bowled. N. Patel did not last long as Yarnley found his inside edge and Graham Francis held the catch. Lind was playing well but needed a partner to help him. R. Patel hit a couple of boundaries before being plucked from the sky by Richard Cook at midwicket. The end was not long in coming. Lind, trying to steal the strike was beaten by Robson’s direct hit and Alex Yarnley sealed victory inducing last man Amin to sky a pull shot to Robson at short fine leg. Warlingham were all out for 123. Chessington’s bowlers and fielders had done their job. If it was not for the wides bowled (22 deliveries were called which resulted in 35 runs), the result would have been a rout. This is clearly something that the bowlers will need to work on for future, potentially tougher games ahead. 

Nonetheless, this was a convincing victory which, contrary to most this season, was won by the bowlers. Andy Robson was the architect with 4 for 34 and was backed up by Daniel Yarnley (2 for 26), Steve Angliss (1 for 27), Conor Young (1 for 21) and Alex Yarnley (1 for 4). 

Let us hope that the weather continues to smile on us for the rest of the season and that the Panther’s find their match reporter before too long. 
