ALL A BIT OF A BORE
Match Summary.

Chessington 231 for 9 (50.5 overs) – A. White 48, L. Carter 36, N. Stewart 64 
Warlingham 140 for 6 (50 overs) –
Result: Chessington – winning draw
Report.
The return of Richard Singleton, Niall Stewart and Tadgh Randall left skipper Paul Willis with a conundrum, who should he drop or recall? Chris Norton was unavailable so Niall Stewart came in for him. In the end, Willis went with the greater experience of Singleton and Randall. They also provided him with different options, that is left arm spin and genuine pace. Therefore, it was Conor Young and Steve Angliss who were moved back to the Second XI. However, it was a close call and those two had done nothing wrong the previous week and, indeed, were an important component in the victory. 

The game this week was against Warlingham who have struggled so far this season. Amazingly, everyone turned up on time. The amusing conversation prior to leaving the clubhouse was that Niall Stewart would be joining Tadgh Randall and Paul Brady as a room mate at the University digs. Stewart appeared to not realise that this would involve the payment of rent!! I hope that the local Public Helth office has been alerted as I imagine it might be a little ‘messy’ once the three of them are sharing.

The journey across was without any great incident except for the Yarnley brothers. They had shot off before the main convoy but were not at the ground when everyone arrived. On enquiry, they had used the infamous SatNav. It was not until they struggled to find the ground that they found out that there are two Church Lanes in Warlingham. Naturally enough, the SatNav had taken them to the alternative road! 
Having arrived at the ground ahead of the opposition, coach Bob Cook set up the various warm up and fielding drills for the lads. Slowly, the home team arrived and were bemused spectators as Chessington went through their pre game ritual. Unlike my fellow report writer, Joe Latham whose tour nickname is ………………… Joe (someone really put a lot of thought into that), I will not describe the toss. Needless to say, Willis lost it (I believe that he has now won only 7 tosses in 40 attempts) and Warlingham invited Chessington to bat. The clouds were grey and the wicket had a strange mottled look about it. The boundary was shortish on one side and needed two bus rides and a taxi on the other. Alex Yarnley and Andy White were the Chessington openers and it was Yarnley who quickly got into his stride striking some fine boundaries with cover and straight drives. He had swiftly moved to 20 out of 25 when he tried to pull a ball that was not quite short enough to pull and top edged high to cover. White was now joined by Luke Carter and they continued to find runs fairly comfortably against the seamers. It was Carter who looked in great touch again, he got to 33 with eight fours. However, the introduction of the spinners, Lind and Amin, strangled the scoring. The wicket was taking spin and the bounce was a little uneven. The score had moved to 79 when Carter got a thin edge to the left arm, wily, experienced spinner Amin and was held by the keeper. Daniel Yarnley did not last long and was adjudged LBW for just one. In the meantime, White was providing vigilance at one end. Taking no chances, White ensured that there would be no collapse. He was joined by the talented Niall Stewart. Stewart quickly got into his stride. The bowlers and pitch were transformed when he was on strike and there were no demons. Playing with a straight bat and playing quite late, Stewart kept piercing the fields. Another important aspect was the pressure that the Chessington batsmen put on the Warlingham fielders. Not only by these two but the earlier partnerships and the later ones kept relieving pressure by nicking singles, turning ones into twos, ensuring the extra long boundary did yield fours, albeit all run, and threatening fives. As overs went by, White and Stewart, in their contrasting styles, blunted the threat posed by Amin and Lind. Stewart flew past his fifty in just 53 balls and looked odds on to get a hundred. Then he asked for a change of gloves! This appeared to affect his concentration and he was bowled next ball trying to pull a short delivery for a run a ball 64. The pair had put on 89 and had moved Chessington into a position of strength at 172 for 4 in the 40th over. Yet again, Chessington saw more wickets fall quickly. Stewart Peplow found square leg with a full toss and Andy White’s hard working knock of 48 was terminated by N. Patel who spun one between bat and pad. At this point, skipper Paul Willis was due at the wicket. Having been very careful to warn previous batsmen to make sure that they were ready and focused, he discovered that he was not padded up!! When asked why, his response was the incredulous ‘I thought that I had them on’. Willis was soon joined by Andy Robson and quick runs were now the order of the day. Having taken the score almost to the 200 mark, Willis called Robson through for a quick single. Unfortunately, Robson was still trying to work out where the ball had gone. The answer was not far from the keeper and his throw easily beat Robson to the other end. Willis played some lusty blows before he too was the victim of confusion and a run out. The declaration came in the 51st over after Richard Singleton had hit a subtle leg side shot. Clearly this was too much for the skipper and he promptly declared at 231 for 9. The Chessington batsmen had posted a decent score on a turning and slow wicket. They had overcome problems and posed them for Warlingham. It left the home side 49 overs to chase the target. 
During the first innings, coach Bob Cook had spent almost the entire time trying to convince the dinosaur, that is scorer John Yarnley, that he should move in to the modern world. Cook had the latest electronic scorebook on his laptop and continually shouted out stats before Yarnley could answer queries. The Warlingham scorer had a similar program and Cook was enjoying his latest gadget. During the second innings, Mr Cook made a mistake when entering some information. This proved to be a present sent from heaven. Whilst Mr Cook tried, in vain, to correct the error, the game continued. Needless to say, Yarnley was able to point out the problems that something like this would cause should he move to the electronic age. Whilst Cook was able to respond with logic, Yarnley allowed the problem to win the argument for this day. However, I am sure that this will not be the end of it!! 

Warlingham had been struggling for runs this season. A turning wicket convinced Willis to start with the old ball and his spin twins, Daniel Yarnley and Richard Singleton. Although the ball did spin and, in Singleton’s case, bounce, neither bowler consistently troubled the batsmen. Yarnley bowled a little too full and was eased through the covers by the experienced Field. Singleton was too short and D. Patel was able to score runs off the back foot. Although neither batsman got on top of the bowling and the run rate was not particularly good, they slowly put together a good partnership. It was strange that the two batsmen almost exclusively faced only one bowler. It was Singleton to Patel and Yarnley to Field. Nonetheless, they took the score to fifty without loss. On one of the very few occasions that Patel faced Yarnley, a curious moment occurred. He drove back to the bowler. Yarnely picked it up and noticing that he was standing out of his ground, hurled it to the keeper. Patel decided to hook the ball and middled it over the boundary. Chessington appealed for obstructing the field. The umpires decided to give the batsman a warning and left it at that. The experiment with spin had not produced the hoped for results so it was new ball time. Andy Robson had already replaced Yarnley and now Tadgh Randall replaced Singleton. It soon produced a result as Patel stepped across his stumps and was bowled behind his legs by Robson. The score was 57. S. Patel now joined Field and started in positive mode. They put on a further 22 when Patel was out in bizarre fashion. Randall was bowling and looking quite sharp. He pitched one up, there were two noises and the inevitable LBW appeal. Whilst the batsman waited for the not out verdict, the ball ran gently into the slip cordon where Luke Carter had spotted that the batsman had wandered out of his crease. He immediately underarmed the ball and broke the wicket. Patel was gone, run out waiting for a not out! The Warlingham captain, Pizzey, came to the wicket. If Warlingham, who remained in a good position, wanted to challenge the target, someone had to get going quickly as overs were running out. Warlingham, at this point in the game, were 79 for 2 with 28 overs bowled. Pizzey tried but he needed better help from the other end. His short innings ended on 15 and Warlingham seemed to lose interest thereafter. Field continued to hold the innings together at one end but wickets fell at the other. Daniel Yarnley had returned and had D. Amin exceptionally well held by Andy White at slip. Luke Carter picked up his second wicket, winning an LBW call and Richard Singleton also had Lind LBW after a fairly strokeless 37 balls for just seven runs. Field finally reached his fifty, in 111 balls and the matched petered out with Warlingham finishing on 140 for 6 wickets down. It was strange that Field, who is a very experienced cricketer, did not try to influence the innings and give Warlingham chances to overhaul the target, particularly since they had had such a solid start. For their part, Chessington really did not threaten the Warlingham batsmen enough or create too many chances in their own right. A heavy shower, which lasted for 45 minutes and that the teams played through, did not help the bowling side. 

Ultimately, this ended as a boring draw. Warlingham will take great heart by batting through the innings. However, they will need to have plans in place to either set or chase larger targets if they do not wish to be dragged into a relegation scrap. The blistering team talk by their captain, heard by all near and around the scoreboard, suggested that he was not happy with their first innings efforts. Chessington will have better days. It would be handy if captain Willis could call or spin the coin correctly on occasions. 

The day finished with Richard Singleton having a belated birthday bash at the club. The ‘youths’ took themselves to the stage and entered into drinking competitions. Yet another interesting and messy evening was had by all.

