Ellis for superb batting
Match Summary.

Streatham & Marlborough 276 for 5 (49 overs) – S. Qureshi 3 for 82
Chessington 108 for 4 (20.4 overs) – L. Carter 35

Result: Chessington losing draw
Report.
This week spawned a whole host of match reports. Worcester Park produced their version of the First Team game, Camberley produced one for the Second XI (‘Panthers’) game and young Scott Mills and Gantz Williams produced one for the Surrey Development game against Sutton a couple of weeks back. Is Match Reporting the new black? The only low point about all this was the lack of a Joe ‘Super’ Latham (‘Super’ because it starts with an S) report for the Chessington version of what happened at Camberley.
This week’s game saw Chessington back on the road. Our Surrey Championship tour once again took us to deepest South London and a fixture against Streatham & Marlborough (to be called Streatham from now on as I cannot be bothered to type in their full name every time) who now play at Marlborough’s ground. Since merging, should they not be called Marlborough & Streatham? Streatham are one of a host of clubs who are straining for promotion with champions elect, Worcester Park. The day was gloomy and would not get any better.

This was a day when Chessington’s strength in depth would be tested to the full. Five players from the previous week’s side were unavailable due to holidays. Andy White (who is likely to be out for some time with his torn hamstring), Graham Francis, Richard Singleton, Richard Cook and Tadgh Randall were all missing. In came the skipper (Paul Willis) who had recovered from his swine flu, Stuart Peplow, Conor Young, Nick Bailey and Sohaib Qureshi. 
In the car park, it was decided that we would get to the ground in convoy. Naturally enough, Nick Bailey then left to go his own way. Paul Willis led with Andy Robson, John Yarnley and Alex Yarnley following in that order. By the A3, the leading three had slowed to 20 mph to allow Yarnley junior to catch up. When we reached Wandsworth, Alex ‘Miss Daisy’ Yarnley seemed to stop at every traffic light. The idea of a convoy is to stay together as much as possible. Miss Daisy’s idea was to drop off 500 yards each time he caught us, stop at lights that may turn Amber at any moment and generally be left behind. Finally, the convoy split into two as the two leading cars no longer waited whilst Yarnley senior stopped every half mile or so to wait for his youngest. Nonetheless, the four cars made it to Streatham’s ground before Nick Bailey! 

Much to everyone’s amazement, Chessington won the toss and decided to ask Streatham to bat first. The day remained very overcast. The new ball was taken by Luke Carter and Sohaib Qureshi. Carter was very steady and there was sideways movement off the wicket. Runs came more easily from Qureshi’s end but he also looked more threatening. Indeed, it was Qureshi who quickly accounted for opener Stephens, courtesy of a great catch at second slip by Daniel Yarnley. Had Ellis’s snick gone to Daniel Yarnley’s hand the following over, who knows how that would have affected the game. However, it went wide of him. Qureshi also accounted for the aggressive DeRuyter, whose misqueued drive looped to Chris Norton at cover point. Runs were flowing but wickets had also tumbled at this point with only 8 overs bowled and 37 runs on the scoreboard. The other opener, Ellis, was looking in sublime touch. He had played and missed at a couple early in his innings but quickly started to locate the middle of his bat. His cover and off driving was superb. Having gained those early breakthroughs, Qureshi was replaced by Andy Robson. It was around this time that the overcast day turned wet and the rain arrived. Robson’s swing bowling soon stopped swinging. Ellis had been joined by the Streatham overseas, Dias, who looked ill at ease with the wicket. Forward defensive shots were accompanied by the dropping of his bottom hand as if the ball had exploded off the surface. In fact, the ball had stopped deviating at all and was coming nicely on to the bat. Ellis and Dias settled into a partnership. The runs continued to flow as boundaries were accumulated almost at will. Chessington’s bowlers were struggling to grip the wet ball and the fielding intensity dropped with the rain. Catches, too, were missed which aided the batsmen’s confidence. Ellis passed his fifty in 70 balls, then Dias did the same (in 55 balls). However, having reached his fifty, Dias tried sweeping Daniel Yarnley only to see his leg stump knocked back. The score stood at 130 for 3 in the 27th over. The partnership had added 97 and left Streatham in the driving seat. Wintersgill was the next batsman and he made his intentions clear right from the off. His aggressive approach enabled Ellis to continue to play in correct and sensible manner. Nonetheless, he made sure that he fully punished anything off line or of poor length. Wintersgill and Ellis put on 77 runs in just 11 overs. Wintersgill had made 34 when he was stumped by Niall Stewart off the left arm spin of Alex Yarnley. He had hit three sixes, one of which went through a club house window. Ellis, soon after, went through to a superb hundred off 117 balls. He had not given a chance and had played shots all around the ground. His driving was supreme and he cleverly used the reverse sweep to upset the spinner’s lines and lengths. Qureshi was brought back on, in an attempt to get more wickets to stem the run rate. He succeeded in getting rid of Fuller, caught behind, but Field then helped Ellis to another fifty partnership. The declaration came at 276 for 5 after 49 overs. Ellis was unbeaten on 130, whilst Field finished on 23 not out. Ellis’s innings had taken 146 balls and he hit 21 fours and one six. Chessington looked a dispirited team when coming off. 

During the tea interval, the rain became more persistent and heavier. The tea interval overran and, when the rain finally relented, Chessington were left with 37 overs to chase the huge total. What is more, the weather continued to look threatening and it was fairly obvious that the innings was likely to be abandoned before the full allotment of overs was bowled. Chessington’s openers, Alex Yarnley and Stuart Peplow, immediately showed aggressive intent. The Streatham bowlers immediately suffered the same problems as the Chessington bowlers had with holding the ball and landing their feet. The three seamers, McGill, Talbot and Johnson, tried hard but could not find their lines or lengths. However, extremely defensive fields and a slowing outfield saw a number of the shots failing to make the boundary. Peplow was the first to go, run out as they tried to take a quick single to square leg. Luke Carter joined Yarnley and they continued to take the attack to the bowlers. It was the introduction of Dias that gave Streatham control. Bowling straight and a good length, both Carter and Yarnley struggled to score quickly off him. The rain returned after 13 overs and the teams came off. Fifteen minutes later, they returned. It was obvious that the innings was not going to last much beyond twenty overs, if it made that. Chessington required 113 after 20 overs to gain the winning draw. The score after 13 overs was 54 for 1. Carter and Yarnley tried their luck. Carter was adjudged LBW, although he appeared to have hit the ball, after scoring 35. Yarnley went the next over for 27, bowled by Fuller. It was the combination of Fuller and Dias that kept their nerve as Chessington promoted their big hitters in a vain attempt to make the winning draw score. Nick Bailey and Chris Norton swung but could not achieve the necessary boundaries to get Chessington above the necessary rate. Norton was finally held on the wide long on boundary off Dias in the 21st over. Sohaib Qureshi was the next man in and made it to the crease when the heavens opened again. Despite Nick Bailey’s arguments that he could still bat in this, the only decision that the umpires could make was to bring the players off. Shortly afterwards, the game was abandoned and Streatham had gained the winning draw. Chessington were 10 runs shy of where they needed to be. 

Once again, the winner was the weather. Ellis’s batting was easily the highlight of a dull day. Yarnley’s catch at second slip was also worthy of note. Chessington’s bowlers had tried hard but found the conditions against them. They also suffered with dropped catches. Sohaib Qureshi was the most dangerous bowler and his 3 for 82 was just reward for continuing to run in and hitting the deck hard. 

The league format returns to limited overs next week. Let us hope that the weather improves and allows the league to be settled on the pitch rather than in the club house. One last point to note, Paul Willis’s journey home was almost interrupted by an accident as traffic lights at a busy junction in Wandsworth had gone out and cars were crossing every which way. Fortunately, Willis and the other driver managed to stop before they hit each other. At least that was one good piece of news for the day.  
