NORTON IS AN ALL ROUNDER
Match Summary.

Chessington 293 for 5 (50 overs) – A. White 61, L. Carter 32, D. Yarnley 53, C. Norton 92*
Streatham & Marlborough 154 for 9 (50 overs) – R. Singleton 4 for 28
Result: Chessington won by 139 runs

Report.
A blustery day saw Chessington host Streatham & Marlborough for their second league game. Skipper, Paul Willis managed to make his own meet time but, unfortunately, veteran Nick Bailey did not!! It is all about commitment lads!! Having made the early meet, coach Bob Cook went about setting up his warm up routines whilst the team concentrated on bacon butties, tea and coffee. So much so that the warm up was late starting, as was getting the ground ready. Coach Cook was not a happy man. Skipper Willis has quickly found his form with the toss as, yet again, he lost it and Streatham (I will lose the ‘& Marlborough’ for the sake of my typing fingers) invited the hosts to bat.

The Streatham skipper, McGill, took the first over, downwind, which was uneventful. Talbot was given the job of bowling into the teeth of the fierce wind and his first delivery saw him going over as if shot by a snipper from the woods in his delivery stride. Nobody knew quite what had happened and, for a while, it seemed that he had hurt himself as he remained down. However, it appears that it was likely to be more through embarrassment than injury and he completed the over without further issues. The third over saw more excitement. It started with five wides, saw Alex Yarnley dropped in the slips, another wide, another single and then Alex Yarnley being cleaned up for 5. The in form Luke Carter joined Andy White with the score at 15, 9 of which were wides. Runs came at a great rate. In particular, it was Andy White who was the more fluent whilst Carter did play and miss at a couple in between trademark straight drives and clips to leg. The Streatham skipper had some theories which he put to the test, two gullies to White being one, but none of them worked. Extras continued to mount as the Chessington batsmen took control. Their partnership had reached 77 when Carter got a leading edge to new seamer Corns and dollied a catch to mid on. This brought Daniel Yarnley (apparently suffering from Swine Flu but actually had a man cold) to the middle. He got off the mark by lifting off spinner Mortimer over mid on, was dropped the next over and then clipped Corns over backward square leg for a one bounce four and then dreamily drove through point for another boundary. White was continuing to play well and the runs continued to be gathered quickly. The 100 was reached in the 17th over. It was only when Mortimer was joined by fellow spinner Field that Streatham started to get a semblance of control. White had strolled to a 44 ball fifty by that stage. It was at about this time that the wind blew over one of the sightscreens and this held up play for about five minutes whilst it was righted. The spinners in tandem had dried up the boundaries and it was Andy White who tried to slog sweep but only succeeded in skying the ball. His 61 had taken 63 balls and his partnership of 53 with the older Yarnley had left Chessington in the strong position of 145 for three in the 25th over. Willis decided to promote veteran Bailey in the hope that this launchpad would enable him to smash Chessington’s total out of sight. Unfortunately, the plan failed and Bailey was gone first ball, caught tamely at mid on. Daniel Yarnley and Chris Norton decided to rebuild the innings carefully. For the next 10 overs, they milked the bowling at three and four per over. The total grew and the 200 was reached in the 38th over. The last ten overs saw the tempo raised. Daniel Yarnley was the first to his fifty (in 68 balls) soon followed by Chris Norton (67 balls). Yarnley continued to milk the bowling whilst Norton muscled it. Their partnership had reached 91 when Yarnley was well held in the deep for 53. Niall Stewart replaced Yarnley and continued the policy of feeding the strike to Norton. Streatham were paying for missed chances, some a lot easier than others. Norton continued to make hay whilst Streatham were suddenly under pressure to complete their overs in time. 52 runs came off the final five overs and Norton narrowly missed out on a deserved ton when Chessington finished at 293 for 5. Norton was unbeaten on 92 whilst Stewart was on 15 and their partnership was a further 56 runs.
This was a huge total and Streatham would have to get off to a flyer to stand any chance of chasing it down. 

Chessington knew the first ten overs or so was important. Do not let the opposition have a sniff and the pressure of the score would do the rest. First over, from Luke Carter, saw 10 runs conceded. However, thereafter, the Chessington attack settled down. Andy Robson had the unforgiving task of bowling into the wind, although it was not as strong as earlier in the day. He did this well. Chessington had also learnt the lesson to keep extras down and the wide count was significantly smaller. The opener, Stephens, soon went when a checked drive off Carter went to Bailey at mid off. The next partnership, between Ellis and Field, was a complete contrast in styles. Ellis was in very good touch and scored at a run a ball. Field, on the other hand, struggled to get anything away. Their partnership had reached 52 when Nick Bailey came on and ended Field’s agony by having him caught by Chris Norton. This was the first of three catches for Norton to demonstrate his fielding skills. Ellis reached his fifty from fifty balls only to immediately be caught in front of his stumps by Richard Singleton. Any faint hope of a Streatham victory appeared to disappear with that wicket. Singleton and Bailey were bowling with great control and the runs started to become a mere trickle. Singleton took three wickets in successive overs as the Streatham middle order subsided. More spin agony, in the form of the Yarnley brothers, strangled the Streatham innings further. Both picked up a wicket as the Streatham innings meandered without any real point. The wicketkeeper, Little, battled on but his unbeaten 34 from 93 balls was little more than subservient batting practice. To demonstrate his all round game, Chris Norton bowled two overs for nothing. Luke Carter picked up a late wicket but the innings came to a close at 154 for 9. All of the bowlers had done their work with Richard Singleton again leading the way with 4 for 28 from his ten overs.
This was a powerful, all round performance by Chessington. Once again, the team had batted sensibly and in partnerships. The chances that Chessington did present were not taken by the under pressure fielding team. The bowling was steady and tight. The fielding was generally good but again, improvements could be made. 

Finally, after the heat of the battle, it is good for everyone to sit down and relax with a drink or two. Skipper Willis is keen that the team bonds. With that in mind, his announcement that he was going clubbing in London was met with some raised eyebrows. The truth was somewhat less hard core. It became known that he was taking his girlfriend, Jos, to the cinema to watch Legally Blond 27 or some similar romcom. Let us hope that it had a happy ending and that the pink poodle lived happily ever after as well.  One last comment, these early meet times do have one advantage in that the car park is empty. Why, therefore, does our skipper decide to park his car in front of the bins where chef Brian Whittle always sets up his barbeque? Not only this, Brian could not get the barbeque out as the car blocked the path from its store area. Mind you, the sight of Brain getting in and out of Willis’s car and moving it was a strange compensation for those who witnessed it!! 

