WHITE BASHES AND CATCHES
Match Summary.

Chessington 249 all out (50.4 overs) – A. White 105, L. Carter 85 
Old Wimbledonians 145 all out (39.3 overs) – D. Yarnley 4 for 41, A. Robson 4 for 42, A. White 3 catches
Result: Chessington – won by 104 runs
Report.
This is a game that had some noteworthy moments even before a ball was bowled. Selection was awkward as Richard Singleton was unavaiable due to work and Niall Stewart who was at a wedding. Then, on Friday evening, Tadgh Randall fell ill to the flu. Andy White returned and it meant first team league debuts for 17 years old Conor Young and Steve Angliss. 

 After a lengthy warm up, the captains tossed and it will surprise no-one to find out that Paul Willis lost and Old Wimbledonians decided to field first. Then the umpire turned up. Only one, which meant that the players would have to do square leg which had it’s own repercussions later. The umpire that did arrive was of the pernickety variety. Firstly, he was unhappy that the sightscreens were inside the boundary, something that has been the case at Chessington since they first had sightscreens which is before I can remember! The umpire wanted a white line painted around it. When pointed out that bowlers may choose to go around the wicket or be of the left arm over variety, he appeared to indicate that the line should be lengthened to pretty much the whole end. After some discussion, common sense prevailed and it was agreed that the wheels of the sightscreen represented the boundary, something that has been usual practice for years. Then the umpire was not happy that the toss had taken place before 12:30!! He insisted that it be redone. The two captains came to a gentlemen’s agreement that no matter who won the toss, it would still be Chessington batting. Guess what. Paul Willis won this wholly irrelevant toss.

So the game started. Andy White was restored to the top of the order with Alex Yarnley, and the pair took the score to 20 before Alex Yarnley was cleaned up for 6. He claimed that the ball stayed a little low but was the only one who saw that as the ball hit three quarters up the stump! This brought Luke Carter to the crease. Carter has not had the best of luck over the last two weeks and he started cautiously. However, a couple of drives and cuts eased the pressure and soon he was in full flow. Andy White, on the other hand, played comfortably within his own game plan. The bowling was steady but the introduction of Redeker saw the run rate increase dramatically. Carter, in particular, liked what was on offer and smashed him for one glorious six in his first over. The score continued to mount at a very decent rate. First the fifty partnership was passed, then the score flew past the 100. Carter had his own fifty in just 47 balls. The introduction of off spinner, J. Louw, also saw Old Wimbledonians finally gain some semblance of control. He extracted turn and a bit of bounce which left both batsmen wary. Nonetheless, the other end saw runs coming rather too easily despite very defensive fields. The 100 partnership was reached, then Andy White went past his fifty and the 150 partnership was passed. There was one comical moment when White played an indifferent shot after two tight overs. There was a cry of ‘See the types of shots they play when pressurised’ from one of the fielders. The next ball saw a drive fly to mid off who dived over it. Less said the better. Carter was looking good for a ton whilst White continued to provide very solid support. The running between the wickets was excellent and several extra runs were stolen due to pressure on the fielding side. Then, inexplicably, Carter gently hit a full toss straight down mid on’s throat. Worse was to come when Daniel Yarnley was given out LBW first ball. The score was 178 after just 37 overs at this point. However, these wickets changed the momentum and Chessington failed to kick on. Instead, the batsmen tried to play too many big shots and perished. Chris Norton played some lovely shots but fell to Louw trying to hit him back over his head. Stuart Peplow kept Andy White company as White passed his hundred. This was an emotional moment for White who thoroughly deserved the standing ovation that his ton brought. A few balls later, he too was gone in exactly the same way as Norton. Peplow went next ball in similar manner. The score had moved on to 233 for 6. The procession continued as Chessington looked to score quickly but exclusively in boundaries. Paul Willis was run out. At this point, Dunsmore had joined forces with Louw and they kept Chessington in check. Andy Robson was the next to go, having previously managed run one short. It was explained to him that our Under 11s are not expected to make those mistakes!! Robson was followed by Young and then Francis and Chessington were all out for 249 in the 51st over. As said earlier, the use of players at square leg did produce one incident. Andy White was playing and the wicketkeeper was convinced that he had him stumped. Not out was the decision. At this point, the keeper told the square leg umpire that the line is his. The square leg umpire told him that he knew this. The keeper then went bolistic, swearing at the standing umpire, calling him a cheat and all sorts. It took the match umpire to stop the game and call over the fielding captain and tell him to calm everything down. This is what happened and the rest of the innings finished peacefully enough. The final score was a disappointment when considering the position Chessington were in with White and Carter at the crease. Nonetheless, 249 is a decent total and the wicket was taking spin.

Carter’s knock was lovely on the eye, White’s was much harder work but showed what can be achieved with a little application. Louw’s return of 6 for 49 was an excellent effort and great reward for bowling full.

Tea saw our match umpire get a little confused over the rules. With Chessington out in the 51st over, it meant that Old Wimbledonians would get 50 overs back. However, the umpire wanted to know what the winning draw figure would be. It was pointed out to him that as the 51st over had not been completed, it does not count towards the over count. Therefore, this meant that both sides would have 50 overs each. Confusion reigned but, ultimately, it did not matter. 
Chessington decided to use the old ball and open with the off spin of Daniel Yarnley and the swing of Andy Robson. This clearly befuddled the Old Wimbledonian openers and, dare I say it, the umpire too. In Yarnley’s first over, Andy White dropped an easy catch at first slip. The next ball saw the batsman go back and across, leaving his bat high above his head to leave the ball. The ball hit his pads and there was a confident appeal from all 11 fielders. Not out was the verdict and the ball sped over the boundary. The scorers waited for some signal from the umpire. Initially, nothing came, then he signalled leg byes, much to the consternation of the bowler who pointed out that no shot had been played. Finally, a correction was signalled and it was declared a dead ball. It was not long before Yarnley picked up his first wicket, bowling Bolster. The next over saw Driessens playing a leading edge to Alex Yarnley at mid on off the bowling of Robson. The bowlers continued to dominate the batsmen. Yarnley’s spin left them very cautious whilst Robson’s swing saw a succession of attempted drives only to miss the ball. Soon, Old Wimbledonians innings was in disarray. Yarnley picked up Lo, LBW, and then Kurz, caught by White, in quick succession. The score was 35 for 4. This became 44 for 5 when Robson had Vincent well held by the standing up Francis. A very entertaining but short knock from Dunsmore (two sixes and one four) failed to convince that Old Wimbledonians would turn the innings around and he fell to the Francis/Robson combination. Then a very sharp, leg side stumping, again off Robson, accounted for Louw. The final wicket was with the new ball which was taken in the 24th over and saw the introduction of Luke Carter. The total was now 79 for 7. Andy Robson was rested and Steve Angliss was introduced. A combination of new ball, more pace on the ball and very attacking fields, enabled the Old Wimbledonian lower order to pick up some useful runs. However, none convinced that they would be able to deny Chessington victory. Carter had Rossiter plum in front, Angliss accounted for Redeker, well held by Andy White at slip. After a few more blows from Dawson and Louw C, Daniel Yarnley was brought back and had Louw held by White. This was a fitting end to the game.

Chessington were convincing winners by 104 runs and with over 10 overs left. The fielding had been very good and catches were held. There will be harder tests to come but this puts the team in good heart for the following week. It must have been a good day. Skipper Willis was seen leaving the club, hand in hand with his delightful girlfriend, Jos, kissing and giggling into the evening. Who says romance is dead.  

