RAIN, BEES, LIGHTNING
Match Summary.

Old Rutlishians 253 for 6 (55 overs) – 
Chessington 191 for 6 (32 overs) – A. White 44, L. Carter 80*
Result: Chessington – winning draw
Report.
The Saturday after Cricket Tour is always one of great concern. Who will return injured? Will they get back in time? Will they be able to focus on the league game on the Saturday? Will everyone come back? Will they be so hung over that they are incapable of playing? Only time will tell on this score. As it happened, all tourists returned and no-one in the First XI returned unfit for duty. With Chris Norton back from holiday, skipper Paul Willis had a full squad to choose from. The unlucky soul was Stuart Peplow, who had done a fine job in the unfamiliar position down the order. He now returned to the Panthers (see Joe Latham reports for an explanation about the name).
It was to prove a funny old day at Chessington. Firstly, First Team Coach (Bob Cook) was unavailable this week. It transpires that he does have friends (at least that is what he told us) who have emigrated to Australia but have come back on a visit. Therefore, showing true commitment, Cook decided to tour the bars and pubs and nightclubs of Wimbledon in search of lost youth and many beers!! Is that not what tour is for? Then Paul Willis finally wins a toss this season. Great news and Old Ruts are asked to bat. Luke Carter has returned from a romantic interlude with his girlfriend in Paris to open the bowling. He immediately finds good lines, lengths and swing. Tadgh Randall, a tourist who was not too well earlier in the week, opened at the other end and continued his good form from the previous week. It was Carter who gained the early breakthrough. Saleem was held at second slip Daniel Yarnley (via first slip Andy White). Pryce, the other opener, played some pleasant shots but was also beaten regularly by the Chessington bowlers. Having reached 23, he played across a full length delivery to be bowled by Randall. The Old Ruts overseas, Ganguly, was playing himself in and finding the middle of his bat. The next strange occurrence then happened. A change of ball was required when the stitching came apart. At this point, Chessington’s bowlers were on top. Old Ruts were struggling to score serious runs . Skipper Mohammed chipped Carter to Niall Stewart to leave Old Ruts 63 for 3 in the 21st over. Worse was to come. Daniel Yarnley had replaced Randall. A kamikaze run saw another Saleem run out by an excellent pick up and throw from Stewart. Then Sadiq chipped Yarnley to Randall at mid on. Old Ruts had sunk to 89 for 5 after 30 overs. Ganguly was still at the crease but he desperately needed someone to aid him from the other end. Along came Dolben. Their initial quest was to stabilise the innings. They did this with great care. Yarnley was bowling his off spin and Andy Robson had replaced Carter. Robson, in particular, was extremely tight. The score slowly rose. Ganguly reached a hard working fifty off 84 balls. Their hard work had stabilised the innings but it was questionable what sort of target they would be able to set. It was at this point that the next strange event occurred. Daniel Yarnley had started his run up when the square leg umpire started to wave his hands. All of a sudden, all the fielders, batsmen and umpires hit the deck. From the sidelines, you wondered whether Candid Camera had started up again. However, a swarm of bees crossed the ground and carried on their way towards Chessington World of Adventures. This was a strange interruption and no-one present could recall this happening before although all had heard stories from other parts of the world. On with the game. Ganguly and Dolben continued their careful partnership. The overs were starting to run out. At 43 overs, the score stood at 128 for 5. All of a sudden, the innings changed gear. Both Ganguly and Dolben switched to attack. Chessington, on the other hand, failed to raise their game to counter this. The ground fielding, which up to this point had been sharp, suddenly became sloppy. Catches were dropped and the score tended to go up in 10s each over. Daniel Yarnley suffered with dropped catches but should he have bowled for as long as he did. With 10 overs to go, Richard Singleton was brought into the attack. This seemed too little, too late. Ganguly and Dolben continued on their merry way. Firstly, Ganguly passé his century, off 121 balls. He was hitting some long sixes by now. Then Dolben went past his fifty (76balls). All in all, they put together a superb 138 partnership and really turned the Old Ruts innings around. As the score mounted at a ever quickening rate, Daniel Yarnley also passed his century. He finally got rid of Ganguly for a very fine 115. The Old Ruts innings closed at 253 for 6 after 55 overs. Dolben was unbeaten for his 80. The two Chessington spinners had come in for some harsh treatment. 
Although the total was probably 100 more than seemed likely at one point, the wicket was still superb and the outfield lightning quick. Chessington still felt confident that they would be able to chase this in the 47 overs that they would get back. During the tea interval, yet another strange incident occurred. The glorious sunshine remained and the day was still hot. However, from absolutely nowhere, the rain started to fall and it fell extremely heavily. All around, it was blue skies but over the Chessington ground a cloud was determined to drop it’s entire contents! It would pass quickly. The umpires certainly thought so as they went to the middle to start the second innings. First mistake, the rain fell even heavier and the covers were quickly called for. Every time it seemed like the weather was relenting and the umpires started to call for the covers to be removed, another downpour appeared. AT one point, fielders were in position and the batsmen were on their way. Yet another downpour drenched those in the open spaces. Finally, about 45 minutes late, the rain relented and the game could continue. Naturally enough, the overs were now reduced. Initially down to 37 overs and then down to 34. Chessington were determined to remain positive. Old Ruts opened with the old ball and two spinners. Alex Yarnley and Andy White showed good intent. They quickly got the scoreboard ticking over and the fifty partnership was posted in the 10th over. The experiment with the old ball was abandoned after Andy White hit Ganguly for a big six over his head. This takes Andy two, one ahead of his 9 year old boy (Liam) in the six hitting competition. That said, Andy has played in  lot more games! The new ball was taken and Butler and Dunlea were asked to use it. Alex Yarnley was cleaned up by Butler shortly afterwards. He had contributed 18 to the opening partnership of 60. Luke Carter joined Andy White and both continued to set about the bowling. Runs rattled along at a good rate. The 100 came up in the 16h over, the batsmen continued to put pressure on the fielders and, as in the Old Ruts innings, the fielders started to make mistakes. Unfortunately, Andy White took one too many chances with fielders arms and was run out by Sadiq from third man. Daniel Yarnley was the next in. Chessington continued to entertain the possibility of chasing down the 254 needed in 34 overs. Then the next odd occurrence happened. A large bolt of lightning lit up the whole sky and was followed by the rumble of thunder. The umpires decided that discretion was the wisest move and took the players off. Everyone waited for the next crack of thunder or lightning. It never came. After about five minutes, the umpires deemed that it was safe to return. A further two overs were lost. Daniel Yarnley and Niall Stewart fell in quick succession as Chessington flung the bat. Luke Carter flew past another fifty, off just 34 balls, as Chessington continued to make hay. Chris Norton perished as the score went past the winning draw figure. Was it possible that Chessington could chase down the win. The run rate was about 15 per over and rising. Chessington continued to find the boundary despite Old Ruts becoming increasingly defensive. In the end, it was not going to happen. Paul Willis almost played out the final few overs. It should be said that his girlfriend, Jos, had come down to see Willis at this stage. She was somewhat disappointed to find that he was batting and let everyone know this fact. Willis, the gentleman to the end, then found a way to get out. The real touching moment came when Jos invaded the outfield and ran into Willis’s arms to greet him halfway to the boundary with a hug and huge kiss. Luke Carter and Andy Robson saw out the final few balls. Carter ended unbeaten on 80 from just 57 balls. 
Chessington had been the best side for three quarters of the game. However, the last 12 overs of the Old Ruts innings really cost the team the victory. Whilst it was magnificent batting from the two Old Ruts players, the Chessington fielding and bowling was way below the standards that the team accept. 

As has been commented before, it was a strange day all round. The final oddity was that the scorer disappeared home immediately to write his report and enter the result on line. 

Let us hope that the weather is set fair for the David Whittle Memorial game between the Young Guns and the Old Gits. No guessing who John Yarnley will be turning out for!!

