CHESSINGTON BEATEN BY ONE MAAN
Match Summary.

Old Emanuel 203 for 9 (55 overs) – A. Niterl 4 for 43, R. Singleton 3 for 40
Chessington 115 all out (35.1 overs) – A. Niterl 31*
Result: Old Emanuel won by 88 runs
Report.
After Chessington’s mauling of the previous week, the league reverted to ‘old school’ rules. This meant batting up to 55 overs, declarations, winning and losing draws and so on. The weather returned to the glorious days of a couple of weeks ago and the team remained upbeat. Old Emanuel, who had not posted any points as yet, were the opponents and it meant a short trip down the A3 to their ground at Blagdons. 

Once there, the team went through their vigorous pre match warm up routine. Unfortunately, when it concluded it was discovered that the match start time was 1:00pm and, therefore, the timings were out by 30 minutes! There was further confusion regarding the scorers, or should I say scorer as Old Emanuel did not have one. Their newly installed electronic scoreboard looked great. The only problem was, where should the scorer sit! As the club had a huge marquee up and expecting 270 guests for their Rugby Centenary dinner, the balcony was not appropriate as the marquee hid half of the ground. There was a further logistical problem in that the scoreboard operator needed to be within range of a power socket. This whole problem was finally sorted by the second over of the innings!

Back to the game, Chessington won the toss and asked Old Emanuel to bat. Graham Francis and Alex Yarnley returned to the side, Matt Aldiss and Richard Cook missing out. A change in tactics also saw the spin of Richard Singleton preferred to the seam of Matt Robinson. This meant that Andy Robson had a new new ball partner in Nick Bailey. The Old Emanuel openers (A. Maan and R. Stranks) hit a couple of early boundaries but then found life a struggle against the nagging accuracy of the two Chessington bowlers. The pitch was low and slow and the outfield was even slower, which clearly did no favours to the batsmen. Maan was the more solid and effective batsman. He was able to manipulate the bowling into gaps to keep his score moving. Stranks struggled and, after his early boundary, failed to score of his next 22 deliveries. Nonetheless, they stuck it out and Chessington could not find the edge bar once when Stranks was put down in the gully. Deadlock ensued for the first 17 overs as the score edged upwards. Just 38 runs were scored in this time, fifteen of which came in the first three overs and eight runs were gifted in wides. Anthony Niterl was introduced, replacing Bailey and then he was switched ends to allow Daniel Yarnley to try his luck. It was Yarnley that the Old Emanuel batsmen targeted. A six over midwicket by Maan announced their intentions although Yarnley should have had his revenge when a stumping was missed in the same over. The legside was targeted in his first three or four overs and boundaries were conceded in this time. After an opening stand of 89, it was Niterl who struck, luring Stranks down the wicket and Francis completed the stumping. Stranks had made a valuable 25. Next ball saw Dewara edge a leg spinner and Francis held on. Suddenly wickets began to tumble. Maan passed a very solid fifty but then lost Dillsworth (LBW to Yarnley), Falce (LBW to Niterl) and Debiden (to a superb slip catch by Yarnley off Niterl). Falce was, in fact, caught for nought by Andy White on the long on boundary but, unfortunately, his momentum took him back a couple of strides and over the boundary. The score was now 129 for five after 39 overs. The important figure of Maan was still at the crease and he was holding the innings together. However, he needed someone to help him at the other end. It was Gibbons who came to Old Emanuel’s rescue. With a mixture of cussed defence, unorthodox big shots and a fair helping of luck, he helped Maan in a partnership of 61. Chessington’s tactics were to give Maan a single and aim to take wickets at the other end. Whilst runs did not exactly flow, they continued to accumulate. Gibbons hit a huge six over midwicket off Richard Singleton, who had replaced Niterl. Gibbons adventurous innings finally came to an end when he was stumped by Francis off the persevering Yarnley for 38. At this point, Maan was on 90 and 52 overs had been bowled. Surely plenty for him to get his well deserved ton. The start of the 55th and final over, bowled by Richard Singleton, saw Maan on strike with 98 to his name. The first ball was hit for a single. What followed was great bowling by Singleton and singularly poor batting by Old Emanuel. Zaka was bowled next ball trying to hit a six. M. Stranks missed his second ball to be bowled also. Unbelievably, Darriba copied suit and was bowled with the last ball of the over. Maan was left high and dry on 99 not out at the other end. 

Old Emanuel finished on 203 for nine after their 55 overs. This was a much improved performance by the Chessington bowlers. The spinners took the wickets (Niterl 4 for 43, Yarnley 2 for 63 and Singleton 3 for 40) but the seamers had also bowled with great accuracy. Robson conceded just 33 runs from his 12 overs and Bailey, a meagre 17 from his eight. It was a total that Chessington were confident that they could chase down.

Old Emanuel took the unusual tactic of bowling with the old ball and started with their spinners. It was that man Maan who bowled the first over and Dewara bowled the second. Alex Yarnley and Andy White were the Chessington batsmen entrusted with getting the team off to a sound start. Runs came at a trickle to start with, as the Old Emanuel pair found their lines and lengths. The pitch was taking turn, as Chessington’s bowlers had discovered. Nonetheless, Chessington were slowly making headway when Dewara decided to change the angle of his attack to Yarnley. This produced immediate dividends as the next ball was driven straight to cover. The first wicket had fallen in the tenth over with the score on 23. What followed was a procession as Chessington’s batting surrendered to the spin twins. Andy White went next over, bowled around his legs by Maan. Daniel Yarnley tried to go over cover and failed two overs later, Maan’s second wicket. Sam Schofield played for turn in Dewara’s next over only to see his off stump knocked back and Paul Wills edged to slip in the very next over. Twenty three for nought at the start of the tenth over had subsided to 30 for five in the fifteenth. This was not the end of Chessington’s troubles. Andy Robson drove on to his pad and was smartly snapped up by, you guessed it, Maan at short point to make the score 33 for six. Nick Bailey hit the innings first boundary in the 18th over but was soon gone, caught at mid off for Maan’s fourth wicket. It was now 45 for seven and the response was in tatters. Conor Young showed his more experienced colleagues how to play the spinners and, with Anthony Niterl, put some respectability into the score card. Young hit a big six over long on to put a dent in Maan’s figures but he was to have his revenge later. The pair put on 36 when Young played his cut shot once too often and was held by the keeper. This was Maan’s fifth wicket to go with his 99 not out and catch. He was not yet finished. Graham Francis and Niterl took the score past the hundred mark before Maan struck again, Francis adjudged LBW. Gibbons had replaced Dewara and it was he who took the final wicket of Richard Singleton who scythed a full toss straight to cover and that man Maan.   
Chessington were all out for 115 in the thirty sixth over. Niterl finished unbeaten on 31 and Young had made 25. Maan (6 for 59) and Dewara (3 for 39) had bowled exceptionally well. Chessington never got to grips with either them or the pitch and, bar Conor Young and Anthony Niterl, never tried to move the field around and rotate the strike.   
This was a game that Chessington should have won. Maan was immense for Old Emanuel, batting from ball one to the end and then bowling the first over and continuing until the innings finished. Whatever match fees he pays, he certainly got full value today. Nonetheless, Chessington should have been able to chase this moderate target, or at least threaten it.  
