MAAN ANCHORS OLD EMANUEL TO VICTORY
Match Summary.

Chessington 167 for 9 (50 overs) – S. Schofield 34, A. Robson 32
Old Emanuel 168 for 4 (44.2 overs) – N. Bailey 3 for 41
Result: Old Emanuel won by 6 wickets
Report.
Chessington had targeted this week’s home fixture as the vital one. Win this and the general feeling was that the side would be safe from relegation. I am sure that opponents, Old Emanuel, felt the same. Old Emanuel were currently lying one place and four points behind Chessington. The day was grey, breezy and humid but with more than a hint that rain was in the air and would intervene at some point. The ground looked superb. 
When Old Emanuel arrived, their skipper went to inspect the wicket. Whether it is arrogance or just plain rudeness, he sought out the Chessington coach, Bob Cook, and asked for the wicket to be moved. He felt that another wicket was drier! The suggestion was rejected. Chessington won the toss and decided to bat first. 

Daniel Yarnley and Graham Francis strode to the wicket to face the Old Emanuel openers, Zaka and Dillsworth. However, Francis was quickly gone in the second over, driving at Dillsworth and missing. Richard Cook did not last long either. He too was bowled driving, this time to Zaka, and Chessington found themselves 26 for two after nine overs. Daniel Yarnley was joined by younger brother Alex and the two dug in to try to set up the innings. It was not pretty but Chessington could not afford to lose any more quick wickets. The Old Emanuel bowlers used the conditions well. They found seam and swing. The overseas, Dewara, was introduced and he too kept things tight. The score crept up and at the twenty over mark, Chessington were 49 without any further lose. Stranks had been brought in to the attack and, initially, he looked to be the weak link. However, Daniel Yarnley found another unusual way to be dismissed, this time bowled pulling a delivery that did not bounce as much as he expected. This wicket seemed to lift Stranks who was suddenly much more accurate. Conor Young joined Alex Yarnley and, once again, they started to put together a useful partnership. Young had hit a couple of delightful boundaries when he got a little over ambitious. He had hit Stranks for four through extra cover. In the same over, he tried to clear long off and just succeeded in clearing a back peddling mid off for two. Having survived that scare, he then tried to repeat his previous drive but mishit it back to the bowler. Next ball, next over saw Alex Yarnley try to turn Maan in to the leg side, miss it and be adjudged LBW. Suddenly, Chessington were 72 for five after 30 overs. Sam Schofield and Andy Robson, not for the first time this season, were now needed to put the innings back on to a sure footing. They did this with care. Robson scored just one run in the first twenty balls he received. Nonetheless, they stuck it out and the innings gradually got back on track. A target of around 200 was the initial thoughts but this was revised to about 150. Chessington did not pass the hundred mark until the 39th over as Old Emanuel kept switching their bowlers. Robson and Schofield looked to accelerate and they did this by good running between the wickets and using their feet to the spinners. Indeed, Robson played a couple of lovely lap sweeps to Maan which both went to the boundary. Unfortunately, he tried one too many and was bowled in the 46th over. The pair had added a vitally important 60 with Robson’s share being 32. Schofield continued to look to accelerate and was now joined by Nick Bailey. Sadly, it was not to be Bailey’s day and he holed out to deep midwicket off Maan. In the same over, Schofield skied an attempted cover drive to backward point. He had mad 34. Skipper, Paul Willis was quickly run out, trying to steal a second run to the deep midwicket fielder. It was left to the last pair, Anthony Niterl and Richard Singleton to get as many as they could from the last over. This proved to be very successful as both batsmen hit maximums and spoiled Maan’s figures a little. 
A final score of 167 was a good effort bearing in mind previous batting efforts and how the innings had progressed earlier. It still felt probably 30 short of par but the team believed that Old Emanuel would find this challenging. Maan, inevitably, led the Old Emanuel bowling honours with four for 42. Nonetheless, he was very well supported by all the other bowlers.

Chessington needed early wickets to pressurise Old Emanuel. In particular, they needed to get Maan. The early wickets did arrive. Andy Robson took the new ball and Nick Bailey shared it with him. In Bailey’s first over, he won an LBW shout to send Naidoo back to the pavilion. Dillsworth now joined Maan. He never looked comfortable and Bailey got one to nip back to bowl him off inside edge and pads. Things got even better when Dewara, having caressed his first ball through extra cover for four, tried to repeat the shot off the next ball only to edge it behind to the safe hands of Graham Francis. Old Emanuel were wobbling at 17 for three after six overs. All three wickets had gone to the old timer, Nick Bailey. Austin joined Maan and they decided that defence was their best option. Maan picked up runs carefully whilst Austin took nineteen balls to get off the mark. Initially, it looked just a matter of time before he would succumb but that would prove not to be the case. Chessington rung the changes. Sam Schofield replaced Bailey. Robson bowled out for a very economical spell of ten overs for 23 and was replaced by Richard Singleton. Whilst not many runs were being scored off the bat, Chessington let themselves down by bowling far too many wides. Three went to the boundary which let Old Emanuel progress without worrying about scoring. Daniel Yarnley and Anthony Niterl were both tried. Neither really settled into a rhythm. Maan looked in total control whilst Austin defended for all his worth and interspersed this with shots which slid off the bat. He did produce one beautifully timed effort off Nick Bailey which went to the point boundary. Chessington did create chances. Richard Singleton, in particular, was unlucky. Maan could have been stumped when in the 30s, a very difficult chance, and was also dropped at midwicket. Heads started to droop on the Chessington side as Maan and Austin continued their partnership. They had added 101when Singleton gained a well deserved success, Austin slashing outside off stump and Paul Willis holding on to a very sharp chance in the gully. Austin had made an invaluable 40. This brought Patel to the crease. He too had, on this evidence, just two effective shots. The first was a forward defence and the second a pull. Like Austin, he was scoreless for eighteen deliveries but had the comfort of Maan at the other end. Maan passed his fifty, from 112 balls, and continued to bat with great care and control. Old Emanuel did not suffer any further mishaps as they got to their winning target in the 45th over. Maan finished with a flourish, unbeaten on 71. Patel had reached 19 and their partnership was exactly 50. 

This was a massive blow to Chessington’s attempts to stave off relegation. A ridiculous 25 wides had been bowled in the Old Emanuel innings as the bowlers failed to remain disciplined. Nick Bailey had given the side hope with three early wickets whilst Richard Singleton and Andy Robson bowled without luck. There are now two games to go. Win both of these and the side will be safe, lose both and it is Division Three next year.   
