YARNLEY SINGS IN THE RAIN
Match Summary.

Chessington 241 for 5 (46 overs) – D. Yarnley 93, N. Stewart 69 
Mitcham 154 for 3 (43 overs) – D. Yarnley 3 for 31
Result: Chessington – winning draw
Report.
Firstly, it is congratulations to Alex Yarnley who became engaged to his girlfriend earlier in the week. A move, described by his brother, as a trip to the dark side. I am sure that the whole of Chessington Cricket Club will join me in wish the pair the greatest happiness in their lives together.
Secondly, there was mystery this week as the Panther’s match report failed to appear. Was it that it had run its course? Or, perhaps, the writer(s) had got writer’s block. Or are they just fair weather match reporters, unable to deal with the darker side of match reporting? The answer appeared on Saturday when a hard copy match report was found in the Chessington club house. It had become darker and its targets were outside of the Panther enclosure. Nonetheless, it was entertaining and will be coming to a web site near you soon.

So, on to this week’s First Team journey. The league draw saw the First Team travelling to Mitcham this week. There was no Andy Robson; Connor Young was brought in as cover, and no Bob Cook, enjoying a romantic weekend away with his wife Irene in Venice. Of course, whenever Bob and Irene go away, they are taking a chance. What usually transpires is that their son, Richard, somehow finds ways to wreak the house. Whether it is destroying a washing machine or putting holes in walls whilst dancing with the stereo speakers, it just happens. This week, their time away coincided with a club night out, involving large amounts of alcohol and a trip to a nightclub. Who is to say what happened after that.
The First Team’s concept of a convoy to away grounds seems to be everyone dispersing from the club in different directions and, hopefully, all ending up at the opposition ground at some later point. Scorer, John Yarnley, decided to follow younger son Alex who, he thought, had his SatNav with him. After hitting every roads work and queue in South London, they made it to Mitcham. However, that was where the fun started. Alex led the two car convoy straight to a Recreation ground which was clearly not where Mitcham play. Thereafter, having asked numerous poor pedestrians where the ground was, we weaved our way around and through Mitcham. Finally, Yarnley Senior decided to go solo and soon afterwards found the ground!! Mitcham’s ground is surrounded by busy roads. It is often a life changing moment when trying to get from Pavilion to the ground. Some batsmen are known to have crossed the road to bat, passed in front of a queuing car, play their innings, get out and cross the road in front of the same car.

The day was dull, which ultimately will describe the day as a whole, and wet. The forecast was poor and the Test was going badly. Skipper Paul Willis lost the toss and Mitcham asked Chessington to bat. The tarpaulins were removed from the wicket, then returned and then removed again. This, too, would be a feature of the day. Alex Yarnley opened with Andy White. It was not long before Alex Yarnley was returning, having hit a fine cover drive for four, he tried to repeat the shot to a wider delivery and point took a fine diving catch to his left. The Mitcham openers were getting some movement from the wicket and were bowling well. Andy White and Luke Carter had to work hard to put some runs on the scoreboard. Generally speaking, they managed three per over whilst trying to put a foundation down. Just as it seemed that the batsmen were getting to grips with the bowling, Mitcham struck twice in three balls. Firstly, Andy White edged Smith to the keeper and then Luke Carter skied Day, also to the keeper, whilst trying to sweep slog over the square leg boundary. This left Chessington 55 for 3 in the 18th over. Daniel Yarnley and Niall Stewart now needed to stabilise the innings before they could think about accelerating towards a declaration. Niall Stewart had a moment of good fortune when he was dropped by the keeper and first slip was not alert enough to pick up the rebound. Thereafter, the pair slowly put the innings back together. Smith’s long spell of 11 overs (2 for 29) came to an end and the new seamer, White-Young, struggled to find his length and line. Stewart and Yarnley enjoyed the freedom to drive, cut and pull as the opportunities presented themselves. All during the Chessington innings, the weather continued to be foul. Showers, generally light, came and went. The Chessington batsmen were now playing with freedom. Yarnley driving and manoeuvring the field, whilst Stewart was cover driving elegantly and late cutting annoyingly, for Mitcham that is. As the tempo increased, so did the downpours. Day had finished his marathon spell and decided to go with spin at both ends. Rogerson and Byrne came on. Unfortunately, the wet ball meant that they struggled to grip it and Yarnley and Stewart took full advantage. The 100 partnership was reached and Yarnley went to his fifty in grand style, slog sweeping Byrne over midwicket for a six. 

As the scorehut is at the far side of the ground, the Chessington team were oblivious to this event until scorer Yarnley came running out cheering and clapping. The team followed suit. Then the rain came. Tarpaulins were carried/dragged on to the wicket. An early tea was agreed. The innings had run 37 overs so far and the score stood at 157 for 3. The rain and early tea saw seven overs loped off the game. Chessington returned to the middle. It is not clear what Yarnley, in particular, took during the tea interval but clearly it had some effect. In just 12 balls, Yarnley rushed from 56 to 93. Suddenly, sixes were screaming off the bat. Smith, whose previous 11 overs had gone for 29 was brought back. His next two went for 30! Stewart, who was 43 not out at tea, just watched from the other end. The pyrotechnics were stopped when Yarnley found deep midwicket. His 93 came off just 77 balls and Chessington were flying towards the declaration. Stewart reached his fifty and then joined in the fun. The persevering Smith bowled Stewart, who took one too many liberties. His 69 had come off 75 balls. Chris Norton and Paul Willis batted to the declaration which came after 46 overs with the score at 241 for 5. Was this too conservative? Should the declataion come earlier? Obviously, time will tell. The Yarnley/Stewart partnership had raised 145 and given Chessington the opportunity to declare early.
The declaration had initially given Mitcham 47 overs to chase the total. However, with the turn round between innings, an over was lost. The skies were dark and the rain had become incessant. Both teams, however, were keen to get at least 20 overs in which would constitute a game. Hall and Watkins opened for Mitcham. Skipper, Willis decided to try spin first up with the old ball. Richard Singleton took the first over and Daniel Yarnley the second. As both professed to struggle to grip the old, wet ball, the experiment was jettisoned after just two overs. The new ball was taken and Tadhg Randall was entrusted with it. At the other end, Connor Young was given first opportunity with the cherry. Bearing in mind that Mitcham needed just 105 for the winning draw after 20 overs, their batsmen started nervously, as if expecting to lose. Randall struggled to keep his feet when landing to bowl, Young bowled a little short at times. Nonetheless, both bowlers kept going. After taking Young for 13 in his second over, the Mitcham batsmen seemed to go into their shells and soon fell way behind the necessary rate for the winning draw, and that was despite not losing any wickets. To be honest, not much happened. Chessington rushed through their overs. Chris Norton took over from Connor Young, then Daniel Yarnley replaced Randall. It was like watching a gentle middle practice session, where no-one really wanted to be there but everyone went through the motions. The 20 overs were achieved and the rain got steadily heavier, which forced the players from the field in the 24th over. That was that you thought. Mictham had just lost their first wicket, Watkins held by Norton at backward point off Yarnley for 22. The score was 89 for 1. 
At this point, the absurd happened. Mitcham were keen to get back on as they wanted to chase down the winning draw score. This seemed a little odd as they had not shown any inclination prior to the rain break. Chessington agreed, so back everyone came. A further 3 overs had been lost which meant that Mitcham had 20 overs left. In his next over, Daniel Yarnley picked up two wickets in two balls, both courtesy of catches by Andy White at slip. The hat-trick was avoided but the last ball of that over brought a little controversy. Yarnley tried to surprise the batsman with a bouncer, Dance took the bait and Chessington were convinced that he gloved it through to Francis, who took a magnificent take standing up down the leg side. Not out was the verdict. That, to be honest, was the end of the entertainment. Despite their claims, Mitcham shut up shop and Chessington could find no way through. There was a couple of missed chances but it is unlikely that this would have changed the result. Hall, the opener keen to chase the winning draw, batted through for an unbeaten 89. He faced 153 balls. Dance played the most enterprising innings for Mitcham and finished unbeaten on 31. Chessington switched the bowling but could not find any further inspiration. The cold, wet day, the soaking ball, the slippery conditions underfoot and poor light all took their toll. The game meandered to a soggy, boring conclusion. Mitcham finished on 154 for 3 at the end of 43 overs. 
In conclusion, this was a waste of time. Daniel Yarnley and Niall Stewart showed class with the bat. Smith was the best of the Mitcham bowlers. Daniel Yarnley also had success with the ball but Hall had the last laugh with his grinding 89 not out. Let us hope that the weather improves for next week and that the cricket has more purpose and better entertainment.

