CHESSINGTON SPIN TO WIN
Match Summary.

Chessington 156 all out (46.1 overs) – N. Stewart 35, C. Young 59
Farnham 122 all out (46.5 overs) – D. Yarnley 4 for 42, R. Singleton 4 for 18
Result: Chessington won by 34 runs
Report.
A pleasant summer’s day with clouds being blown across the sun on a regular basis saw Chessington return to their home, their opponents this week being Farnham. Once again a change was required with Andy Robson on holiday and Niall Stewart returning after injury had delayed the start to his season. With England’s Football World Cup campaign beginning the same evening, it was good to see the Surrey Championship showing a flexible attitude and demanding, initially, that all games must start at the given time. Their position changed on Friday with the committee relenting to allow all XIs below First Team level negotiating a start time with their opponents.

Chessington lost the toss and Farnham decided to field first. The wicket was on the slow and low side and the outfield was also slower than the previous game, although this was of no great surprise when the previous week’s weather is taken into account. Farnham’s opening bowlers (Murphy and Dale) were quickly into their stride, bowling good lengths and lines. The Chessington openers (Alex Yarnley and Andy White) found no width to feed upon and progress was slow. Andy White was the first to go, playing away from his body and nicking to the keeper off Dale. Alex Yarnley played a couple of pleasant drives but his brother managed to hit his straight to fielders. Progress remained slow. Alex Yarnley did not last as Dale won an LBW decision. Daniel Yarnley was the next to go, gently hitting a drive to cover of the persevering Murphy, and he was soon followed by Sam Schofield who popped a gentle catch to short mid off from Goldsworthy who had replaced Dale. The score had progressed to 66 for four in the twentieth over. It  was the returning Niall Stewart who, along with Conor Young, worked hard to resurrect the Chessington innings. The off spin of Caines had replaced Murphy and, in tandem with Goldsworthy, kept things tight for Franham. Just as it seemed that Stewart and Young were turning things around, Stewart was bowled playing an ugly pull shot to a ball too full and finding his stumps rearranged. Skipper, Paul Willis joined young Conor Young and decided on a ‘they shall not pass’ attitude. Whilst Young continued to play smoothly, easing the ball around and finding the boundary with some lovely drives, Willis dead batted for England, taking 25 balls to get off the mark. Nonetheless, they put together a very useful partnership of 37 before Willis’s vigil ended in bizarre circumstances. Young had hit a glorious six over long off to remove Goldsworthy from the attack. His replacement, spinner Richards, began with a head high full toss that Young pulled for four. In his next over, he again bowled a waist high full toss which Willis hit straight to cover. Nick Bailey and Anthony Niterl came and went quickly, both perishing trying to play aerial drives and giving catching practice to point and mid wicket respectfully off Caines. The innings was nosediving quickly. Amongst the carnage, however, there was one beaming, shining light. His name, Conor Young, completed an excellent fifty, off just 62 balls, and without a chance given. Graham Francis gave Richards his second wicket, also finding mid wicket and the innings came to a sorry ending when Young was run out trying to keep the strike by taking a two but hesitating midway and finding himself run out for a very well made 59.

An all out score of 156 felt at least fifty short. Although it was not, perhaps, a true, quick track, Chessington batsmmen had contrived to throw their wickets away with a series of poor shot selection. To have some hope of defending this, it was imperative that Chessington’s bowlers quickly put pressure on the Farnham batsmen and that all chances were taken.

Chessington decided to start with the old ball and asked Anthony Niterl and Daniel Yarnley to try their luck. Spin at both ends, it had worked for Old Emanuel the previous week against Chessington. The two spinners soon found conditions to their liking, Their was turn for both. Niterl also found bounce, whilst Yarnley saw the odd ball stay low. The Farnham openers, Strachan and Peacock, played nervously and seemed uncertain how best to approach the chase. As with Chessington’s innings, progress was very slow. Niterl was the first to take a wicket as Strachan left a wrong ‘un and was adjudged LBW. Yarnley followed this up in the next over as Peacock pushed hard handed at a delivery and was snapped up by brother Alex at silly mid off. Ten overs had gone and only fifteen runs were on the scoreboard. Daniel Yarnley quickly picked up two more wickets in consecutive overs. Hicks was LBW to one that stayed low and then Hellyer was held off his own bowling as Chessington turned the screw. Yarnley, at this point, had the incredible figures of 3 for 5 from seven overs. Higgins and Caines worked hard to get the innings back on track but Higgins was given LBW trying to sweep Niterl and he was soon followed by Rooney who Yarnley had stumped by the lightening Francis as his foot momentarily dragged out of the crease. The score was now 57 for six and Chessington were very much on top. Caines was playing with care and Roberts loined him, looking comfortable against both Niterl and Yarnley. The innings progress remained slow and Farnham were never able to break from the control that the two Chessington spinners held. The pair put on 27 runs and Chessington needed inspiration. They turned to their third spinner, Richard Singleton. It did not take him long as he lured Roberts into a drive and Niall Stewart took a superb, diving catch at slip. Caines momentarily lost his cool and should have gone the next over as he smeared Yarnley to midwicket where Conor Young dropped the chance. Was this to be fatal? Murphy had joined Caines and they pushed the score past the hundred mark when Caines tried to launch Singleton and only succeeded in edging it gently to point. Surely Chessington would be able to seal it from here with Farnham eight wickets down. Goldsworthy did not last long, again well held by Stewart at slip off Singleton and, after a couple of lusty blows, Murphy went in identical fashion. Chessington had bowled Farnham out for 122. The spinners, Niterl (2 for 57), Singleton (4 for 18) and the accurate Yarnley (4 for 42 from 23 overs) had done their job. The fielders, also, had held on to some sharp chances, the ground fielding had kept the pressure on and Farnham had, ultimately, never got to grips with their chase.
This was a much needed victory and thirteen points for Chessington. There remains much work to do but the spirit was great, even though they knew that they had not set a difficult target.
