LOST IN FARNHAM
Match Summary.

Farnham 231 for 8 (50 overs) – D. Yarnley 4 for 59
Chessington 83 all out (31.1 overs) – 

Result: Farnham won by 1484 runs
Report.
The league games returned to the limited overs format for this week. Chessington were away to Farnham, a ground that this correspondent had not visited before. The ground is, in many ways, a throwback to old ways. It is situated just outside the town, has it’s own distinct grounds and is surrounded by parkland. It is quaint, with an old pavilion. The day had seen the overnight rain disperse and dawn grey but warm. When the sun came out, it became hot, but this was only intermittent. 
My reports have sadly not included any stories concerning journeys to grounds. Today, I can rectify this. The modern motorist has many options to help navigate to where they wish to go. Some use SatNav, like Nick Bailey, Bob Cook, Daniel Yarnley and skipper Paul Willis. All of these had minor problems once they reached the town of Farnham as they sent them down all kinds of narrow roads and strange turnings. Some use maps, as Andy White did. Once again, he found himself in a street which was not promising. Some use passenger knowledge, which is what I foolishly did. Sam Schofield famously asking if I knew the way to Farnham because once there, he would be able to direct me as he played there only a couple of weeks ago. Getting to Farnham was easy, the tour around the one way system was not. Nonetheless, all players managed to get to the ground in good time, bar one. Graham Francis is fast acquiring a reputation for his ‘interesting’ directions to grounds. For instance, despite playing Leatherhead regularly over the last ten years or so, Francis has a completely blind spot about how to get to the ground. On this occasion, his SatNav showed him that, despite living on top of the A3, he should find the M4. He then found the M25 and then the M3. Who knows where else Francis visited on his journey to the ground. He finally managed to arrive some 45 minutes late and missed the first 13 overs of Farnham’s innings!
The toss was won by Farnham and as you may have guessed, they decided to bat first. Conor Young deputised behind the stumps whilst coach, Bob Cook substituted in the field whilst we awaited Graham Francis’ arrival. Andy Robson and Nick Bailey opened the bowling to the Farnham pair of O’Mahony and Jason. Chessington got off to a flier as O’Mahony was gone in the first over, edging an away swinger from Robson and being well held by the diving Young in front of first slip. Nought for one quickly became 20 for two when Jason chopped on to Robson. He had hit nineteen of the first twenty runs, the other being a wide. The captain, Hicks, joined Higgins and they set about rebuilding. Both players were very circumspect and took their time to get off the mark. Robson and Bailey showed good control and had the two batsmen playing and missing on occasions. The innings seemed to be turning around when Bailey, who had had a couple of previous shouts for LBW turned down, won his latest appeal as Hicks tried to force the ball through midwicket. The score was 55 for three at this point in the fourteenth over. Caines now joined Higgins. Again they were careful to rebuild the innings. Bad balls were put away, the fast and small outfield ensuring maximum value for shots beating the field. Richard Singleton replaced Robson whilst Bailey bowled out his overs and retired to the outfield as Anthony Niterl came on in his place. Singleton settled, finding turn and bounce. As is often the case with Singleton, he bowled some cracking deliveries but did mix in some full tosses and long hops. Nonetheless, Farnham failed to fully capitalise on the poor deliveries. Unfortunately, the good ones seemed to find the edge and go for runs to third man. Higgins was working hard at holding the innings together. The partnership grew steadily. Higgins reached his fifty in 85 balls. Shortly after this, he should have been stumped by Graham Francis off Singleton but the chance went begging. The pair saw off Singleton and Niterl. Daniel Yarnley was brought on, with Niterl asked to switch ends. Yarnley’s introduction saw almost instant dividends. The partnership had reached 81 when Caines tried to launch Yarnley over midwicket but hit it straight to Young, who had passed wicketkeeping duties over to Francis some time back. Niterl’s switch of ends was not a success and he leaked runs to Higgins and new batsman Lamb. Lamb had reached a run a ball fifteen, when Yarnley found his outside edge and Francis snaffled the chance. Chessington were, at this point, still looking to keep Farnham below the 200 mark. Farnham wanted a score of around 200, so the game remained in the balance. Much depended upon Higgin, who continued to bat with good sense, not trying to accelerate too quickly. Rooney was his new partner. Again they settled down and played the bowling on it’s merits. Yarnley had been accurate at this point. Sam Schofield replaced Niterl and settled to a full and straight line. As the innings drew to its conclusion, the batsmen became more ambitious with their shot making. Chessington’s ground fielding became more ragged as the innings progressed with too many people trying to stop the ball with their feet and not their hands. Higgins passed his hundred, in 146 balls. It was a very sensible knock which held the innings together. He hit twelve fours in his ton. Having passed the landmark, he did not last too long. In attempting to hit Yarnley over cover, he gave himself too much room and was smartly stumped by Francis for 102. His partnership of 44 with Rooney gave Farnham licence to hit out in the final overs. Strachan was gone in the same over, victim of a smart piece of fielding from Paul Willis who gathered a shot in the covers, turned 180 degrees and hit the bowlers stumps directly as Strachan tried to take a quick single. Rooney and Knight hit out effectively in the last few overs, Rooney perishing for 32 when skying a Yarnley delivery to brother Alex at short third man. Farnham finished with 231 for eight in their 50 overs. Daniel Yarnley’s figures took a buffeting in his last three overs but finished with a commendable four for 59. He was backed up by Andy Robson (2 for 29), Nick Bailey (1 for 32) and Richard Singleton (0 for 31). 

The score was a little over par. The wicket did have something in it for bowlers. The bounce was a little uneven and Chessington’s spinners had all found turn and bounce. It was now over to the batting. Once again, Chessington failed to give themselves a start. The first five overs were uneventful enough. Alex Yarnley and Andy White found Knight and Dale tidy but not alarming. Then White got his footwork wrong, not being either forward or back and Dale nipped one back to bowl him. As has often been the case this season, one wicket brings others. Daniel Yarnley sent his first delivery dreamily through the covers for an exquisite four. Next over, he gets a brute from Knight. It bounces, jags back and is given out caught behind. Alex Yarnley and Conor Young do not last long either. Alex Yarnley drives without due care and attention to cover whilst Young gets a ball that stays low and is bowled. After ten overs the innings is in disarray at 29 for four. Sam Schofield and Andy Robson are charged with getting things back on an even keel. They go about things in their own way. Robson was dogged, trying to give nothing away. Schofield was more fluent, sweetly pulling a couple of short deliveries from Dale to the midwicket fence. The off spin of Caines was tried for three overs before giving way to Goldsworthy. O’Mahony replaced Dale, who had bowled through his ten overs for figures of two for 28. It did not take long before Chessington’s mini revival fell apart. It was Schofield who fell first. Having made an attractive 21, he changed his shot against Goldsworthy only to pop up a gentle catch to mid on off a leading edge. Skipper Paul Willis and Robson battened down the hatches to try to stop the slump. There was a very confident appeal for a caught behind which was turned down. It made no difference. Robson was the next to go, LBW to O’Mahony. Next over and Chessington’s day was complete with as bizarre a run out as you are likely to find. Willis missed a leg glance off Goldsworthy but the ball hit his thigh pad and ran fine towards the fine leg boundary. Dale, running around, managed to haul it inside the ropes and threw to the keeper. Unfortunately, his throw was poor and cleared the keeper by yards. Willis and Bailey had turned for, what seemed, a comfortable two. Bailey was trying to save his dodgy knees by ambling the second. The ball continued its journey towards the bowlers end where Goldsworthy palmed the ball towards the stumps. They hit and Bailey was a yard short of his ground. It was now only a matter of how quickly Farnham could wrap up the victory. It did not take long. Willis played down the wrong line and was bowled by Goldsworthy. Graham Francis hit a couple of boundaries off Goldsworthy to dent his figures a little but O’Mahony wrapped things up. He completely bamboozled Anthony Niterl, who was bowled, and then saw Graham Francis pick out mid off. O’Mahaony stands on a hat trick in his next match, possibly concluding the longest hat trick seen as he picked up wickets with the last ball of one over and the first ball of his next.
Chessington had slumped to 83 all out in just over 31 overs. Sam Schofield top scored with 21 and only Graham Francis (12) also made it to double figures, even the extras failed! The Farnham bowlers had enjoyed an excellent day at the office and their fielders had backed them up. There was one point when the rain came and the umpires decided to take the players off. Stumps had been from the ground and the Farnham fielders were heading to the covers. Then the rain stopped, everyone turned around and the game resumed. No matter what, the weather would not have helped Chessington as they were way behind the clock at this point.

Although my primary role is that of scorer and match reporter, I remain a supporter. Unfortunately, I cannot do much to help but just record the facts. This team is better than our recent results suggest but the players need to prove this where it matters, on the pitch. There are four games to go. Win these and the team will, ultimately, have had a satisfactory season. To do this, Chessington’s batsmen will need to set targets (or chase) around the 200 mark or more. Time will tell whether they can improve to do this. 
