LESSONS TO BE LEARNT
Match Summary.

Esher 350 for 3 (50 overs) – Matt Robinson 2 for 50
Chessington 196 all out (39.1 overs) – Nick Bailey 34, Conor Young 31
Result: Esher won by 154 runs
Report.
After the glorious weather of the previous week, the summer resumed as a wet and windy affair. Chessington’s opponents were near neighbours, Esher. This is a club that has spent the majority of it’s time in the upper echelons of the Surrey Championship but have struggled in recent years. Chessington, on the other hand, have been on an upward trend in the last few years. 
For the second week on the trot, Chessington won the toss and, with thoughts that the game may well be disrupted due to the weather, skipper Paul Willis decided to field first. He was correct that the weather would not relent during the first innings. However, the hardy souls of both sides decided to stay out in the rain and wind and, therefore, no time was lost. Chessington opened with the steady Andy Robson and young Matt Robinson. The first few overs were uneventful. A couple of deliveries missed the edge and some good shots were played. After five overs, things were pretty even at this point, which was the best that Chessington were to be thereafter. The Esher openers, Szepietowski and Shelley, quickly established a dominance that Esher would not relinquish throughout the rest of the game. Quite simply, Chessington’s bowling and fielding became very ordinary and the Esher Batsmen, bar Shelley, took full advantage. Shelley fell in the eighth over with the score at 39. He hit a full toss straight to Nicky Bailey at mid off. This brought in Matthews to join Szepietowski. Whilst Matthews dropped anchor, relatively speaking, his partner found numerous opportunities to score briskly. Whilst the weather was appalling, there was no excuse for the stream of full tosses, long hops and half volleys that were served up. If that was not enough, the ground fielding, which is usually Chessington’s strong point, was equally woeful. The pair rapidly put on a partnership of 88, during which Szepietowski raced to a 41 ball fifty. It came as a massive shock when the opener was given out LBW on 78 to the bowling of Sam Schofield. If Chessington thought that the wicket would bring a respite, they were in for a rude awakening as the Esher overseas star, Ahmed, was quickly into his stride. Strangely, Chessington held back their own overseas bowler, Anthony Niterl, until the 29th over and after six other bowlers had been used. By the time he entered the fray, the score stood at 184 for 2 and Ahmed and Matthews had already put on over 50 together. The runs continued to pile on. The 200 was reached by 33 overs and only Daniel Yarnley and Niterl were able to give any semblance of control. The rain continued to come down, making the ball particularly difficult to hold. There were several accidental beamers, ultimately bowled by both teams, bowled and one for each side also went directly to the boundary. The umpires, at one point, changed the ball in the Esher innings as it had got so wet that it was impossible to hold! This, of course, did not hamper the batsmen who had other problems, such as trying to turn when running and keeping glasses dry when facing. Ahmed batted superbly; his fifty was reached in 46 balls and his hundred in 85. Matthews provided solid support at the other end and reached his fifty in 85balls. The partnership had reached 195 when Ahmed was superbly held above his head by Conor Young at mid off. Lane joined his skipper, Matthews, for the last few overs. The question was whether Matthews could reach his fifty and would Esher reach 350. The latter came true in the last over but Matthews had to settle for an unbeaten 94. Esher had batted superbly. There was no attempt to slog and runs came through proper cricket strokes. Chessington’s bowling was poor. It was wet and the ball was extremely slippery but these excuses cannot account for bowlers being unable to bowl consistent lines and lengths. 
Clearly, the chase was going to be a very tall order and would require at least two, if not three or four batsmen to make substantial scores. With no Alex Yarnley, it was decided that Matt Aldiss would open with Andy White. After the first over, Chessington were one run ahead of Esher at the same point. After the second over, they maintained that advantage and after five overs, the scores were identical. However, two things had changed. Firstly, the rain had disappeared and it was just cold and windy. Secondly, the Esher bowlers were much more consistent with lines and lengths. Whilst White and Aldiss batted well, there was not the ‘help yourself’ offerings for them to smash to the boundary. They took the score steadily to 29 when White chased a wide one and was caught behind off Irshad. Daniel Yarnley hit some nice shots without being able to beat the field and then decided to take on mid off and perished as a direct hit saw him run out comfortably. Irshad, in particular, had bowled a testing spell. Ahmed was brought into the attack and he immediately accounted for Aldiss, well held by Irshad at mid wicket. The shot had been struck very well and caused Irshad to retire for the rest of the game with a damaged hand. Sam Schofield did not last long, well held by square leg running towards the boundary. Chessington had slumped to 52 for 4 and the game was over. Skipper, Paul Willis and Conor Young put together a fighting partnership of 64. Both hit sixes, but it was already too late. Willis, indeed, survived two relatively easy chances before his cavalier innings of 29 ended at long on off the bowling of Ahmed. Conor Young, having batted so well, showed his naivety when he perished in the same over trying to hit against the spin and skying an outside edge to point. Nick Bailey and Richard Cook also put together a useful partnership of 45. Richard Cook drove well and Nick Bailey hit a monster six over midwicket. Nonetheless, these pockets of resistance did not last long. Cook was caught behind, off Ahmed, and Anthony Niterl soon followed, LBW offering no shot. Ahmed had taken five wickets to follow his hundred. Baileyt perished swinging and skying to point and Matt Robinson was the last to go, driving straight to cover. Chessington’s response had reached 196 when the last wicket fell in the 40th over. Unfortunately, no-one had made a substantial score and the extras in the Esher innings was larger than Chessington’s top score of 34 by Nick Bailey. 
There are some very harsh lessons to be learnt from this game. Chessington’s bowlers must learn that they need to be more consistent with their bowling. Esher’s attack was no more talented than the Chessington one. Nonetheless, they bowled straight and made Chessington work for their runs. Chessington must also become harder when confronted by difficult conditions. This is the second time this season when the side has been away, the weather has been awful and, it appears, Chessington do not have the heart or fight to just get on with it. 

