CHESSINGTON EDGE WIN
Match Summary.

Egham 134 all out (43 overs) – N. Bailey 3 for 22, D. Yarnley 4 for 23
Chessington 137 for 8 (48.5 overs) – D. Yarnley 31, N. Bailey 43

Result: Chessington won by 22 runs
Report.
To everyone’s surprise, the day greeted us all with rain. After so much dry weather, it was much needed although the timing could have been midweek. Nonetheless, the weather cleared half way through the morning and it was a warm and muggy day. 

Chessington was scheduled to play bottom side, Egham, and it was a vital game for both sides. Egham had seen their recent results improving whilst Chessington needed to turn their recent slump around. A meeting time of 11:00am at the club was given. As usual, the skipper Paul Willis, turned up 10 minutes late. With no-one too sure who was meeting at the club and who was travelling direct, a decision was made to get going only 15 minutes late. Unfortunately, Richard Cook, who had been called up to replace Graham Francis, arrived at 11:30am and wondered where everyone was! He was sent on his way by club stalwart (and Chairman), Alan Walter, once the ground’s address was found. Fortunately, everyone made it to Egham’s ground in time for the warm up.
Once again, Paul Willis won the toss and, again, he decided to bowl first. The experienced, some might say aging, opening attack of Andy Robson and Nick Bailey were entrusted with the new ball. Egham sent their openers, Watmore and their prolific overseas, Reece, to the crease to get them off to a solid start. It was Chessington who got off to a flier. Nick Bailey, finding an excellent length, quickly sent Reece packing. It was, perhaps, a fortunate wicket as he had him caught by a tumbling Matt Aldiss, who had donned the gloves in Francis’ absence, down the leg side. Nonetheless, Chessington, and Bailey, were due a little luck after recent experiences. Bailey followed this up by winning an LBW decision against the other opener, Watmore. The score stood at 5 for two after just four overs. Margetts and wicketkeeper Gilmour were now at the crease. Robson and Bailey kept things tight and there was sufficient seam and swing movement to keep them interested and the batsmen wary. Just as things had seemed to be settling down, Gilmour drove very firmly at Robson. The ball came out of the middle of the bat but straight to Daniel Yarnley at a short midwicket. Yarnley held the sharp chance and Egham were three down for just 38. Margetts had been playing some nice shots through the off side. He was now joined by 16 years old, Main. Not surprisingly, Main looked a little nervous initially and the scoring was left to Margetts. However, he got off the mark with a crisply struck four which settled those nerves. The score had just passed the fifty mark when Margetts, perhaps encouraged by his previous shot which had gone to the boundary, drove at a wide delivery from Bailey and snicked it to the safe Aldiss. He was clearly unhappy at himself and berated himself from wicket to changing room in the most loud and coarse way possible.Young Main was joined by Sinclair and the two batsmen started about resurrecting the innings. Main looked a good prospect, Sinclair initially buckled down to shore things up. Chessington decided to change things around and introduced spin in the form of Anthony Niterl and Daniel Yarnley. Main greeted both with boundaries in their first overs. His six off Yarnley was a glorious, effortless stroke back over his head and was easily the stroke of the day. Niterl failed to settle and his second over saw three consecutive full tosses, all of which were dispatched to the boundary with ease by Sinclair. At the other end, Yarnley found his line and length, and with a more defensive field stopped Main’s scoring shots. Richard Singleton replaced the disappointing Niterl and, he too, found his line and length quickly. With Main’s scoring areas blocked blocked, he found himself frustrated and looked to force the pace too much. Yarnley won an LBW decision when he tried to pull a ball much too full for the shot, although Main claimed that he had actually hit it. Main and Sinclair had put on 48 for the fifth wicket and had taken Egham past the hundred mark. Suddenly, Chessington’s luck changed, although there remained one incident which definitely went Egham’s way. Yarnley was bowling and Sinclair played defensively. The ball bounced backwards and landed on top of the stumps before going through to the wicketkeeper. The bails did not budge and Sinclair had a life. The Egham skipper, Risk, was the next to go. A huge full toss from Yarnley was swatted, without any timing or power, to mid on where Alex Yarnley took a simple catch. Hill followed next over, yorked by Singleton. Morris joined Sinclair and they tried to creep the score forwards. It took cunning and guile from Yarnley to separate them. Well, actually it took a wide long hop which Sinclair pulled straight to Richard Singleton at short fine leg. Chessington were now fully controlling the game. Could they pick up the last two wickets swiftly and give themselves a small target to chase. The answer was yes. Another full toss from Yarnley saw Pandit hit it straight back to him and then Morris tried easing Singleton through midwicket only to see a diving Paul Willis intercept the ball and hold on to a very good catch. He will claim great but that is only because he fell over! Egham had subsided to 134 all out in 43 overs. Daniel Yarnley led the bowling effort with four for 23 and was very well supported by Nick Bailey (three for 22) and Richard Singleton (two for 14). The outfield was very quick and it should not have been a score that Chessington should fear. However, after the last few weeks batting travails, it would be a test of nerve, technique and courage.
Chessington would have at least 57 overs in which to reach their target. In reality, this meant that time was not an issue, or at least it should not be. Alex Yarnley and Matt Aldiss opened, whilst the new ball was taken by Reece and Kaltner for Egham. Very quickly, Chessington’s batting woes returned as Yarnley, Aldiss and Young were all back in the pavilion with only 18 on the board. Kaltner had Yarnley caught at mid off from a leading edge and bowled Young. Reece had won an LBW decision against Aldiss. It was time for the senior members of the team to take charge. Daniel Yarnley and Andy White buckled down, showing great determination against the pumped up and dangerous Egham seamers. Chessington edged their way towards respectability. Yarnley looked secure, White unfurled a couple of lovely off drives. Egham turned to their back up bowlers, off spinner Morris and seamer Pandit. The pressure seemed to ease for Chessngton and Yarnley and White found scoring opportunities easier to come across. At twenty five overs, the drinks break came. The score was only 58 for three but Chessington had overcome the storm. It was, perhaps, the completely wrong time, so far as Chessington was concerned, to stop for drinks. Immediately on the return, White was bowled by Morris. He had put on 40 runs with Yarnley. Suddenly, Egham found some belief. Kaltner returned, replacing Pandit, and after Yarnley had hit him for consecutive boundaries, he gained his revenge. A bouncer, which Yarnley guided rather than hit, was well held by the diving Reece at square leg. There was some debate as to whether the catch was taken cleanly but the umpire confirmed the catch and that was the end of Yarnley for 31. Next over, Cook, having survived one LBW shout, fell over trying to work a straight delivery through midwicket and was LBW to Morris. Chessington were now in a distinctly dodgy 67 for six. Nick Bailey and Andy Robson, Chessington’s opening bowlers, now needed to show their batting skills and nous. There were some hairy moments early on. Robson survived a confident LBW shout when he missed a sweep shot. Bailey should have been run out going for a third but the bowler, Kaltner, fumbled the return. Thereafter, Chessington settled down. Bailey, in an unlike-Bailey knock, showed great restraint. Robson was defiance personified. They ground out their partnership. Egham rotated Kaltner and Reece at one end whilst Morris wheeled away with his quick off breaks at the other. Bailey, when the opportunity arose, found the boundary to ease the pressure. Slowly but surely, the runs came. The hundred was passed, then the fifty partnership and then the winning score came in sight. One blow would take Chessington to a very welcome victory. However, it would not be Chessington without there being a further twist or two. Having taken the score to 129 and the partnership to 62, Robson was given out caught behind as he tried to pull Morris to the square leg boundary. The ball certainly hit pads and then ballooned up amid twirling bat, pads, gloves and body, presumably hitting his gloves before settling in the keeper’s mitts. The appeal was less than convincing but the umpire saw a deflection and that was the end of Robson. Two overs later, Morris bowled Bailey for a determined and vital 43 with five still required. An extremely nervous skipper, Paul Willis, was joined by Anthony Niterl. Whatever nerves he had were not on show as he cut Morris for three and then drove Reece for the winning boundary wide of mid on. Chessington had scraped through by two wickets. Nick Bailey (43) and Daniel Yarnley (31) were the batting heroes, very well supported by Andy White (19) and Andy Robson (19) and not forgetting Anthony Niterl for his nerveless seven not out at the end. Kaltner picked up three for 50 and Morris four for 33 as Egham fought right to the end. 

This was a crucial victory for Chessington. Once again, the bowlers had dopne everything asked of them to keep Egham to a below par score. The batting showed a lot more fight and determination than in previous weeks although wickets are still lost in clutches. The momentum gained from this result now needs to be transferred to the following week when the limited overs format returns.  
