BAILEY BLITZ
Match Summary.

Chessington 280 for 6 (50 overs) – A. White 82, D. Yarnley 56, S. Schofield 60, N. Bailey 50
Dulwich 254 all out (48 overs) – D. Yarnley 5 for 72
Result: Chessington won by 26 runs
Report.
After last week’s win, it was important that Chessington followed it up with another good performance and victory. The day arose with cloudless skies, glorious sunshine and very little breeze. On arrival at Chessington’s ground, the wicket looked another one full of runs. Andy White was available once again and it was Conor Young who was the unfortunate person left out.
For once, skipper Paul Willis won the toss and had no hesitation in deciding to bat first. Alex Yarnley and Andy White resumed their opening partnership although Alex was soon gone, adjudged caught behind down the leg side off Bridgland. The Dulwich openers had started impressively, especially the tall Lester who gave nothing away. Daniel Yarnley and Andy White could make little headway initially as the first ten overs yielded just 27 runs, in fact Daniel Yarnley was dropped when he had scored just three runs. Iftikhar replaced Bridgland and then Peacock replaced Lester, whose first spell was a mighty impressive six overs, two maidens and just nine runs conceded. Slowly, White and Yarnley began to release the pressure. Good running and canny shot selection saw the rate increase. Boundaries were hard to come by but this changed when Bridgland was brought back for a second spell. White, in particular, seemed to relish his return as his first over saw 17 runs coming and his three overs cost thirty in total. Chessington were suddenly up and running, especially White. Unusually, White had gone aerial in his assault but it worked. White’s fifty came in 67 balls, although reaching it was a curious affair as he skied an attempted pull shot, only to be dropped by square leg. Peacock bowled through his ten overs and Dulwich turned to the spin of Beeching. Chessington continued to pick up the pace and the hundred partnership was soon established. White was finally halted as he missed an attempted slog sweep and was bowled by Beeching for a very well made 82. The second wicket had added 138 to the total. This brought in the whippet, better known as Sam Schofield, and he was quickly into his stride. The running between the wickets became quicker although I am not sure that Daniel Yarnley was particularly pleased to see this. He had not been at his best, but he battled through to an important fifty whilst only scoring two boundaries. The pair had taken the score to 178 in the 36th over when Daniel Yarnley was run out, going for a third run which should have been comfortable. He thought that the ball was being returned to the other end and had ambled the final run only to be caught short of the crease. Matt Aldiss joined Schofield, who was easing the ball around the park. These two were especially quick between the wickets but Dulwich had a number of strong arms to keep the two homest. Aldiss struggled a little to keep the strike rotating but Schofield passed his fifty at a run a ball. He, too, had a let off just before his fifty when he was dropped at long on. With the score at 217 in the 45th over, Matt Aldiss was smartly stumped as he played forward to Soulsby, who was bowling his off spin well. The scene was set for Nick Bailey and his moment had now arrived. What was, at that point, a reasonable score was transformed as Bailey quickly found his form and range. His fourth ball soared for a six. Soulsby was taken for three consecutive fours which turned out to be just an appetiser as Bailey then smashed three consecutive sixes in his next over. Soulsby’s figures had gone from a respectable one for 28 in 7 overs to one for 62 in 9 overs! Bailey raced to an 18 ball fifty with four fours and four sixes before being bowled the next ball faced. Whilst this carnage was taking place, Sam Schofield had departed for an excellent 60 (in 59 balls), caught on the long off boundary. There was just time for Anthony Niterl and Paul Willis to take the final score to 280 after 50 overs. The final five overs had brought 59 runs. Lester was the pick of the Dulwich bowlers with 2 for 41 from his ten overs.
Once again, Chessington had put a top score on the board and it needed the bowlers and fielders to follow this up. The Dulwich skipper, Mahey, and wicketkeeper, Balmforth, opened and Chessington entrusted the new ball to the experienced Andy Robson and the youthful Matt Robinson. Mahey was very quick out of the blocks as both bowlers saw their opening delivery race away for a boundary. The first over also produced a curious piece of cricket as Balmforth drove at Robson and the ball flew to first slip where Andy White spilled and then dived and held the rebound. Confusion reigned as the standing umpire gave not out, then consulted his colleague at square leg. Apparently, he confirmed the catch was good but the standing umpire then ruled that the batsman did not hit it! Eighteen were scored from the first two overs, not the start that Chessington were looking for. Robson quickly settled down to find a probing line and length. Robinson struggled, with a four ball coming from each over. Nonetheless, he did produce a couple of dream deliveries which had both batsmen in trouble. After ten overs, the Dulwich score stood at 53, but the next over saw Mahey chipping tamely back to Robson for a quick 32. Sam Schofield came on to replace Robinson and the Dulwich batsmen did not find it as easy to score. With the score at 82, Balmforth stopped his drive and lobbed the ball to Daniel Yarnley in the covers off Schofield. This brought in the Dulwich overseas player, Hood. Anthony Niterl was introduced into the attack, replacing Robson who had bowled through his ten overs for just 33 runs. Niterl, initially, caused Hood and Hale trouble as they struggled to read his variations. Curiously though, it was decided to bring Alex Yarnley on at the other end. Alex is, at best, a part time bowler and this relieved the pressure on the two batsmen. The thought process was to ‘lose’ some overs whilst the batsmen were new and Niterl could keep things tight. On other days, this may have worked but on this day, it seemed to play the batsmen in. Hale did not last long and was adjudged LBW off Niterl. Storey was the next batsman. Dulwich needed a big partnership if they were to challenge the Chessington total. Hood and Storey provided just that, although Storey should have been caught at slip by Willis off Niterl before he scored a run. This drop proved to be costly. Hood was now in his stride and Storey showed that he was an organised, busy player prepared to play unusual shots to put bowlers off their game plan. The experiment with Alex Yarnley finished and he was replaced by his brother, Daniel. It was not to be Daniel’s most impressive spell of bowling as the two batsmen decided to attack him. Runs were now being shipped quickly as the impressive Hood and Storey both showed sensible aggression and quick running between the wickets. The partnership built quickly and Storey started to hit out, heaving Yarnley for a six over wide long on. Both passed fifties, Hood from 50 balls and Storey from 42. The partnership had reached 102 and the score 216 when Hood tried to sweep Yarnley, only to sky it to Andy White at short fine leg. Storey, who was dropped two more times (by Willis and Bailey, both off Daniel Yarnley), continued to hit out. However, Chessington sensed a chance and took it. Soulsby was pinned in front of all three stumps by Yarnley. Nick Bailey, who replaced Niterl, showed his experience by bowling full and straight. It was too much as Peacock was bowled and Lester was adjudged LBW. Bridgland did not last long as he charged Yarnley only to miss it and watch Graham Francis remove his bails. Storey’s hard hitting innings was ended when Schofield held on at long off and Yarnley got his fifth wicket when Francis stumped Beeching. Dulwich finished on 254. Hood, with 68, and Storey (79) were the Dulwich batting stars. Daniel Yarnley finished with 5 for 72 from nine overs. He took some punishment but ended with the important wickets, Nick Bailey, 2 for 16 in four overs, and Andy Robson also impressed with the ball. 
A fine victory by Chessington. The batting has started to fire with some impressive performances. The bowling is struggling a little, although they are not helped by fielders putting down chances. On the other hand, the ground fielding was excellent. Finally, a mention for the scorers. Both of these gentlemen enjoyed the day. However, they looked as if they had been overcooked in a lobster pot by the end of the game. Let us hope that this is the start of a glorious summer.

