CHAMPIONS ELECT CAMBERLEY TOO GOOD
Match Summary.

Camberley 205 for 7 (50 overs) – A. Robson 2 for 44
Chessington 127 all out (38.4 overs) – A. Niterl 29*
Result: Camberley won by 78 runs
Report.
After the rains during the week, the day dawned bright and breezy. An early meet was arranged for the long trip to champion’s elect Camberley. Unusually, everyone met on time and the convoy was soon on its way. The trip passed without incident and only Andy White had problems, as he found himself stuck on the M3 after a lorry had crashed. Nonetheless, he made it on time, if only just. For this important game, Chessington found themselves without their skipper, attending a wedding in Italy (not his I understand), and coach, enjoying a weekend at Alton Towers. The before mentioned Andy White, himself returning from holiday, came in for Paul Willis and Graham Francis took over the role of captain for the day.

His first action was to win the toss and decide to field first. Not too surprisingly, the wicket was wet and sticky and the outfield lush and slow. Hirst and Rodrigues opened for Camberley and Nick Bailey and Andy Robson were the Chessington new ball bowlers. Neither Bailey or Robson settled in to their bowling and Camberley got off to a flier. Bailey was too full with a leg stump line and was whacked over the square leg and midwicket areas regularly. Robson bowled a better line but dropped occasionally short and saw himself being pulled. The fifty partnership took less than eight overs and the Chessington bowlers were quickly withdrawn from the action. Conor Young replaced Robson and Richard Singleton came on for Bailey. They soon got things under better control. Singleton was the first to strike, luring Hirst down the track and beating him. Graham Francis did the rest and stumped the opener. Hirst had made 34 at a run a ball. The next over saw the whippet-like Rodrigues trying to sneak a single to third man, being sent back to the non-strikers end and Richard Cook’s dead eye throw apparently beating him. Suddenly, Camberley were 68 for two after twelve overs, still a healthy run rate but the two openers were now gone. The new batsmen, Young and Tysoe, were decidedly more cautious in their approach. Young bowled a good spell, as did Singleton. Anthony Niterl replaced Young and immediately caused problems with his turn and bounce. Singleton bowled his ten overs on the trot. He remains an awkward customer for the batsmen but still has the irritating habit of bowling one bad ball per over, thus releasing pressure. He was involved in one seriously poor piece of cricket when the ball got stuck in his fingers. His delivery bounced twice and ended very wide of leg stump. The batsman, Yong, chased it and only managed to mishit it to fine leg for two. After some deliberation, the umpire correctly called a no-ball. Chessington’s bowlers were, slowly but surely, getting the side back in to the game. Young and Tysoe continued to build their partnership and it reached 67 when Daniel Yarnley, who had replaced Singleton, enticed Young to drive. He hit it hard but Yarnley’s fine reactions saw him take an excellent, diving caught and bowled. It was made better by the fact that the non-striker had turned to get back in and his bat was close to both the bowler and the ball. Young had made 42. Soon afterwards, Tysoe was run out as he slipped having been sent back by the new batsman, Miller. White’s return to the bowler, Yarnley, was accurate and the batsman never made it off the floor. After a little wait, he got to his feet and returned gingerly but without injury to the pavilion. The score was now 139 for four after 35 overs. Could Chessington keep Camberley below 200? Yarnley was replaced by Andy Robson and he switched ends to come on for Niterl, who had bowled his spell without any luck and for a miserly 23 runs. It would be Robson and Yarnley to the end of the innings. Miller did not last long, his four runs taking 28 balls as he found the conditions extremely difficult to get to terms with. It ended with him driving, without conviction, back to Robson who duly took the catch. Kain also came and went in similar circumstances, driving Robson back to the bowler. Just prior to that dismissal came another incident that Chessington felt went against them. Grice had charged Yarnley and missed. Francis whipped off the bails and was convinced that they had the Camberley skipper out stumped. The umpire disagreed although the batsman apparently turned to the keeper to indicate that he too thought he was out. This turned out to be crucial as Grice led Camberley’s batting effort through to the end. Schutte was his partner for most of the closing overs and he chipped one six back over Yarnley’s head. His innings came to a bizarre end when he was beaten by Alex Yarnley’s throw from the deep trying to get a second. It then turned out that he had turned short on his first run so that no runs were scored at all. Grice finished unbeaten on 37, having got used to the wicket and playing straight unless the bowlers dropped short. The Camberley innings finished on 205 which was a big score taking in to account the wicket and the slow outfield. Anthony Niterl (0 for 23 from 10 overs) was the outstanding bowler and he was backed up by Andy Robson (2 for 44), Richard Singleton (1 for 40) and Daniel Yarnley (1 for 41). 
Tea, as it always does, came and went in a leisurely fashion. Chessington needed to balance the need to stay positive with the need to use all 50 overs, something that they have not got right over the second part of the season. Daniel Yarnley and Andy White were tasked with getting the team off to a good start. Camberley opened with Schutte and Cooles. After a quiet opening over which saw Schutte pitching short and Yarnley unable to time one shot, Yarnley found his timing in the next over, driving Cooles for three. He then clipped Schutte fine for a boundary and eased him through point for a second boundary. Andy White joined in and clipped Cooles through mid wicket for a three. Chessington had got off to a positive start and had raced to 28 after five overs. Perhaps adrenalin had got the better of him, but Yarnley tried his booming off drtive once too often and was bowled through the gate by Cooles for 20. Conor Young replaced Yarnley and struggled initially against the Camberley seamers. He was rapped on the thigh pad by one that jumped a little and then on the gloves by a full toss which should have been called a no-ball. Camberley decided to ring the changes and Schutte and Cooles were replaced by Hirst and Kain. This brought immediate dividends as the medium paced Hirst found a thin edge on White’s bat and keeper Abraham did the rest. The score was a steady 48 for two after 13 overs. Alex Yarnley was the next batsman. He struggled against the steady bowling of Hirst and the left arm spin of Kain. Young, on the other hand, suddenly found his timing. The pair, almost exclusively on the back of Young, took the score to 68 when Young tried to whip Kain against the spin. He had made 25. His intended shot over midwicket landed gently into the hands of cover. Sam Schofield did not last the over out, adjudged LBW and the next over saw Alex Yarnley’s vigil (two runs in 31 balls) ended with another LBW appeal upheld. The collapse continued. Andy Robson got a brute from Kain which lifted and turned to hit the shoulder of the bat and loop to slip. Richard Cook then drove straight to the man on the drive. A steady score of 68 for two in the 21st over had subsided quickly to 77 for seven by the end of the 25th over. Chessington never recovered. Nick Bailey was the next to go, bowled by Hirst for nine and then Graham Francis was run out as Anthony Niterl hit the ball straight to cover, hesitated before calling for a single and Francis was gone. The only question now was could Chessington get to three figures and how big would the size of defeat be. The answer to the first question was yes. Niterl and last man, Richard Singleton, showed some gumption at least. Hirst (4 for 24) and Kain (3 for 23) had completed their spells. Crowdy and Young were brought on. Niterl had hit Kain for a six over long off whilst Singleton smote Young for a huge maximum over mid wicket. They had put on 33 runs before Singleton located mid on off the bowling of Rodrigues. Niterl was left unbeaten on 29. Chessington had mustered 127 in reply. 

There was one amusing incident during the Chessington innings. Richard Cook, whose girlfriend is expecting their first child at any time, had forgotten to leave his mobile phone with his team mates or scorer when going out to bat. His anxious dad, coach Bob Cook, was trying to find out how the game was progressing and having tried the scorer, without him responding, first, he tried his son. It became funnier as Richard tried to turn his phone off by banging his gloved hand against his pocket without success. It ended with his retrieving his phone and, guiltily, handing it to the umpire. Unfortunately, he did not have long to wait before taking it back with him at the end of his innings.

Camberley, who had won the league the previous week, were stronger in all areas of this game. Chessington will now need to make one last huge effort in the final game of the season to see whether they can remain in this division.      
