A DAMP DAY IN BEDDINGTON
Match Summary.

Chessington 157 all out (47.4 overs) – Sam Schofield 24
Beddington 135 for 4 (29 overs) – Conor Young 2 for 12
Result: Beddington won by 6 wickets
Report.
A new season always brings new hope, expectation and excitement. Having achieved promotion last season, how would the team react to the higher league and, in theory, better standard expected. The side lost two players over the winter. Luke Carter, our exceptional overseas player for the last two years, and Chris Norton, who emigrated to New Zealand. As always, a whole phalanx of names was bandied about during the winter as to those who would be joining. As it stands, just two have actually turned up and played. Our new overseas, Anthony ‘Crabs’ Niterl (for details of his nickname, ask his teammates), Sam Schofield, who joined from Sutton, and Matt Robinson, returning after a season at Malden Wanderers.

Our Summer game started, as it often does, in glorious wet and windy weather. The skies were permanently grey, with rain sweeping in with the wind and then going. It was to prove a difficult day for Chessington, staring with selection. The overseas had injured himself the previous week and was unavailable, as was two other stalwarts from the previous season (Niall Stewart and Tadgh Randall). Keeper, Graham Francis, was also unavailable as he awaits the birth of his first child and we all send our wishes to him and his wife. This all meant that Matt Aldiss would make his First team league debut, behind the stumps, along with Matt Robinson. Both of these young players are the products of the Chessington youth system and have great potential, along with Conor Young, another playing. 

The toss would be crucial as rain breaks were expected and, inevitably in the Surrey Championship, the team batting second takes control of the game. Some things never change and skipper, Paul Willis, duly lost the toss. Chessington were asked to bat. Alex Yarnley and Andy White went to the wicket, scored five runs off three balls and then returned to the pavilion for the first rain break. Thirty minutes later, the game resumed and it was not long before Chessington lost their first wicket. Andy White, who had been in sparkling form during the preseason friendlies, went back to a short delivery only to see it shoot along the ground and bowl him. This would not be the only unfortunate dismissal. Daniel Yarnley joined his brother, and the two batted carefully to build a foundation. The wicket was certainly seaming around as the Beddington bowlers had the Chessington batsmen playing and missing on more than one occasion. The wicket was also quite grudging and timing drives was difficult. When the ball did find the middle of the bat and sped off, the outfield was so wet and slow that even the best timed shots often failed to get to the boundary and ended with just two being scored. Alex Yarnley, in particular, saw a number of excellent cover drives not getting full value. The score had moved on carefully to 48 when the next unfortunate piece of luck unfurled. Daniel Yarnley played too early to a well pitched up delivery and gently lobbed it back at the bowler, Lester. Instead of taking the return catch, he dropped it, only to see the ball deflected on to the stumps at the bowler’s end and Alex Yarnley was out of his ground. New boy, Sam Schofield, joined Daniel Yarnley but the partnership did not last long. Daniel was given out LBW to change bowler, D. Lewis, and the same fate awaited Matt Aldiss, only his bowler was Sean Lewis. The score had descended to 62 for 4 at this point. A partnership was needed. Skipper, Paul Willis joined Sam Schofield. To start with, it looked like Willis was in a hurry as a number of big shots produced edges through, over and around the slips and mistimed aerial drives. Nonetheless, Willis settled down and the two started to put the much needed partnership together, Schofield, in the meantime, was looking very secure and some clever placements saw him pick up runs regularly. As the score approached 100, an attempted quick single saw Willis given out in a very close call. This then saw two further wickets fall in consecutive overs. Schofield promising innings came to an end as he was held on the drive and then Andy Robson was comprehensively bowled immediately after a 20 minute rain break. The score had limped to 114 for 7. Conor Young joined Nick Bailey but the partnership did not last long as Bailey drove a full toss straight to mid off. Matt Robinson came in and battled hard. Young was looking in good touch as he timed some lovely deflections off his hip, although these again did not make the boundary. Robinson was bowled by D. Lewis, edging a drive into his own stumps. Last man, Richard Singleton, came to the wicket with Chessington in dire straits at 130 for 9. The last two showed excellent application as they put on 27 for the final wicket. Singleton showed good sense with his attacking shots and Young never looked in any trouble. The innings came to an end as Singleton missed a straight one from D. Lewis, who finished with 4 for 29. 

It was a curious innings to sum up. Certainly, the conditions were against Chessington. The ball seamed around and there were several unfortunate dismissals. It should also be recalled that Beddington dropped five or six catches. The Beddington bowlers kept their discipline and bowled a good line around the off stump. With 50 minutes lost to the weather, it was time for the Surrey Championship’s version of Duckworth Lewis to come in force. After much scratching of heads, checks with the rules, calculator calculations and then rechecks, it was agreed that Beddington needed 135 to win from 37 overs. Should any further rain breaks occur, Pythagarus would be called in to calculate a new target.

The rain had stopped and, as it happened, did not return. The Beddington openers, Simon Lewis and White, took their place and faced a Chessington opening attack of Andy Robson and Matt Robinson. Robson was his usual accurate self but Robinson struggled initially with his length, bowling too short. He was not helped by the fact that his landing foot continually slid as he bowled. The Beddington openers were quick to punish anything wayward and got away to a solid start. Chessington needed wickets if they were to defend this small total. Robinson’s later overs showed his potential, as he found better lines and length but a tendency to bowl wides continually relieved what little pressure Chessington could mount. With the score approaching fifty, Chessington turned to the spin of Daniel Yarnley and then the experience of Nick Bailey. It was Yarnley who made the breakthrough, pinning Lewis in front. G. Lester joined White but again Chessington failed to stop the Beddington batsmen from easing runs at a reasonable rate. Bailey did find the edge of Lester’s bat with Matt Aldiss casually holding on to the chance with one hand. The score was already 72 for 2. The partnership between Beddington captain, Down, and their wicketkeeper, White, sealed Chessington’s fate. Whilst Daniel Yarnley bowled accurately, runs came comfortably at the other end. Bailey was replaced by Richard Singleton but to no avail. The partnership passed 50 without any real alarms and Chessington were cruising to defeat. Conor Young replaced Daniel Yarnley and picked up two late wickets. The first was a short ball pulled straight to Sam Schofield at square leg, the second a fine leg side take from Matt Aldiss standing up. It was all too little, too late and the winning runs were scored from the final ball of the 29th over. White finished with 43 not out whilst Down had dashed to 33 from just 35 balls. Conor Young had 2 for 12 from his three overs. 

It was a comprehensive defeat to a much more disciplined Beddington side. They were very aggressive with their running and took every opportunity to maximise run scoring chances. Chessington, on the other hand, whilst not fielding poorly, tended to meander in the field. Chessington will need to put this game behind them. The talent is there but the application of this talent needs to be better focused.  

