A YARNLEY BROTHERS PRODUCTION
Match Summary.

Ashford 186 for 9 (55 overs) – T. Randall 3 for 38, G. Francis 3 catches
Chessington 187 for 2 (41.5 overs) – A. Yarnley 88*, L. Carter 31, D. Yarnley 45*

Result: Chessington won by 8 wickets

Report.
I hope that everyone is enjoying the match reports, both for the Saturday First XI and those for the Panthers (or Saturday 2nd XI). We reporters carry with us a great deal of responsibility. We need to try to be witty, informative, reflective and convey the general feeling of the day. However, we also have a duty of care to all those young, budding match reporters. We need to show these people that as well as all of the above, we use the Queen’s English correctly. Grammar, punctuation, spelling – all of these things are just as important as a witty line or a sharp observation. Come on match reporters, do your duty and ensure that standards are kept high.
This week’s away day saw Chessington travelling to Ashford, nominally in Middlesex but playing in the Surrey Championship. Unusually for the First Team, the convoy was just that, three cars following one another. Unfortunately, skipper Paul Willis did decide to lead us through a Tesco’s car park and then on a by-pass that by-passed Ashford returning back to Ashford via another dual carriageway. Nonetheless, we made it to the ground in good time. 
Ashford is a very open ground, with Heathrow Airport not far away. It is a plane spotter’s delight as you see various aircraft take off all afternoon. The day itself was windy, with clouds scudding overhead and the threat of a downpour never far away. Much to the complete surprise of the away team, Paul Willis won the toss. Having clean forgotten whet to do in this situation, he carefully summed up the options and then chose to field. Scorer, John Yarnley, took his place at the scoring table by the boundary rope at third man. The other option was the balcony on the club house which would require Yarnley to own binoculars to see what was happening. The option by the boundary just enabled both scorers to feel as if they had been in one of British Airways wind tunnels for three hours.
Luke Carter and Tadgh Randall opened the bowling for Chessington. The Ashford openers enjoyed a productive first two overs from Carter as Cousens tucked him away for a couple of twos and a four. Thereafter, it all went very quiet. Randall found good lines and lengths to Evans, whilst Carter beat Cousens outside off stump on several occasions and blocked his favourite scoring area between square leg and midwicket. Stalemate was achieved, with Carter bowling four consecutive maidens in a very tight spell and Randall also keeping things quiet. The first 10 overs produced 20 runs. Then a wicket fell. It all happened in slow motion. Randall was bowling and, for once, got his delivery all wrong. He dragged down a very slow long hop. Evans, surprised by the offering, went to square cut it only to find that the ball had not arrived. In trying to stop his shot, he lollipopped it to Chris Norton in the covers. This brought Wright to the crease. Whilst Cousens faced twenty eight balls without scoring, Wright showed some purpose. He had quickly reached 19, when he edged Randall behind to keeper Graham Francis. Randall also quickly accounted for Sebastien and Carter dismissed Frost in quick succession, both LBW. This left Ashford 54 for 4 after 21 overs. Having done their jobs, the Chessington bowlers gave way to the spin twins, Daniel Yarnley and Richard Singleton. Whilst Cook and Cousens picked up singles from Daniel Yarnley, both found it a lot harder to get runs from Singleton. They took the score to 87 before a great deal of fortune fell upon Chessington. Richard Singleton bowled a very full delivery. To those watching, it looked to be chest high. The patient Cousens hoisted it to deep square leg where Niall Stewart took the catch. The laws of cricket state that a full toss no-ball from a spinner is above shoulder height. However, I am sure that the Surrey Championship state that any full toss above waist height is a no-ball. No matter, what ever the ruling, the umpire gave it out. It is a horrible way to go, particularly when you know that it should have gone out of the park. Cook soon followed, caught by keeper Francis off Singleton, this one being a more usual dismissal where the ball bounces and finds the edge. At this point, Singleton had 2 for 6 from 7 overs. It was a surprise that the Ashford skipper, Richard Mansfield, was batting as low as seven. He was joined by Mahmood with a massive job to rebuild the innings. The score now stood at 90 for 6 after 35 overs. These two pushed the score on to 119 before Mahmood was adjudged LBW to Yarnley, the ball spinning sharply and catching him on the back foot in front of all three. It was the entrance of Khan that changed the innings. He injected urgency and aggression to the innings, which galvanised a previously subdued Mansfield. Khan did not last long but his 17 ball 27 put Chessington on the back foot for the first time in the innings. It was with a sigh of relief when Francis picked up his third catch, off Yarnley this time, to end Khan’s innings. Prasala joined his skipper, Mansfield, and they kept the innings ticking over. As the last few overs came, Prasala tried some big hitting without any success. He skied one, from Luke Carter who had returned to the attack, straight up to the norminally safe hands of Andy White at short third man. White looked very comfortable under it but, much to the mirth of the watching Ashford players, he missed it completely. Fortunately, it did not matter too much as Prasala found Paul Willis at long on with his next delivery. Mansfield eked out a final few runs for the innings to finish at 186 for 9 after 55 overs. Mansfield was the top scorer with an unbeaten 42.
Chessington would have taken this score at the start. However, with Ashford 119 for 7 in the 44th over, it was probably 20 or 30 they were expecting. Similarly, Ashford would have been disappointed with the final score but felt that they at least had something to bowl at. The Chessington bowlers had all done a sterling job. Randall (3 for 36) led the way but was very well supported by Carter (2 for 47), Yarnley (2 for 59) and Singleton (2 for 21). By getting through their overs quickly, Chessington had also given themselves 47 overs to chase the target.
The weather remained breezy but the threat of rain had seemed to have gone away. Chessington’s openers, Alex Yarnley and Andy White, were met by Ashford who decided to start with the old ball and two spinners. They so nearly had a dream start. The third ball saw Yarnley drive into the covers. Both batsmen started to run. A fine diving stop saw total confusion arise. Batsmen put the brakes on and stopped, unable to momentarily decide whether to go back or continue. The fielder returned the ball to the keeper. For whatever reason, he chose to throw the ball to the bowler when simply removing the bails would have seen one Chessington batsman dismissed. The weak throw allowed sufficient time for Yarnley to make his ground and Chessington had their first run. The second over, from Prasala, saw him bowling so short that White was disappointed to only take 10 runs from it. Thereafter, the entertainment stopped for a while. White kept the scoreboard ticking over whilst Yarnley went into his shell. In something approaching a duplication of the Ashford innings, Chessington made just 21 from their first ten overs. With the score at 27, White was adjudged LBW to Cousens for 21. At this point, Cousens and Mansfield, who had replaced Prasala after that first over, were keeping Chessington in check. Alex Yarnley, having reached five in 18 balls, then faced 30 balls without scoring. Luke Carter, too, struggled to score quickly in the initial stages, particularly when he took a single and then watched the rest of the over from the other end. Nonetheless, these two grinded out the hard yards. A bit like a light being switched on, when Yarnley hit his sixth run suddenly the game changed. Runs started to flow and mostly from Yarnley’s bat. The spinners suddenly seemed to lose their control on the Chessington batsmen. Ashford decided on a change of tack. Seam and the new ball was the way to go. The rain, which had threatened all afternoon but had seemed to have disappeared, suddenly made an appearance. The game was transformed. Yarnley was scoring at will. The introduction of Khan and then Nash quickened the run rate. Yarnley passed his hard worked fifty (96 balls). With the score at 108, Carter drove far too early and lobbed a catch to Mahmood in the covers. Was this the chance that Ashford were waiting for. Alex Yarnley was joined by his brother, Daniel. First ball, Daniel Yarnley could have gone run out (a direct hit and it would have been), then Daniel skied a pull shot to midwicket. An easy catch but, like White earlier, it was downed. Daniel Yarnley then proceeded to put salt into the wounds as he then hit Nash, the unfortunate bowler, for four, two and three the next three balls. That was Ashford’s chance, gone. The Yarnley brothers played with freedom and confidence thereafter. The total was whittled down quickly and Ashford seemed to run out of ideas. Their partnership rattled past the fifty mark and the game was won in the 42nd over. Alex Yarnley finished unbeaten on 88, whilst his brother had 45 runs against his name.

This was probably Chessington’s best performance to date this season. An excellent bowling performance had set it up and then a solid run chase gave Ashford no opportunities to get back into the game. 

Once back at the club, coach Bob Cook wanted a debrief. He had decided to watch the Third XI for a change. Having given him facts and figures, the conversation turned to the family gathering that Cook is hosting. He has bought hundreds of balls for the youngsters to jump in and a limbo dancing set. It is suspected that the limbo dancing set is really for him and Irene, although the thought of Bob Cook limboing is not something that sits well with any of the team! 

A final point. All four XIs won on this day. It is not something that happens regularly and I, for one, would like to congratulate all teams for this wonderful achievement.   

