YARNLEY TON SINKS ASHFORD
Match Summary.

Chessington 258 for 8 (50 overs) – L. Carter 51, D. Yarnley 108*
Ashford 178 all out (36.3 overs) – D. Yarnley 3 for 32, R. Singleton 3 for 54
Result: Chessington won by 80 runs

Report.
I will start with a little advert. For those who read my reports from the ‘play cricket’ web site, you may wish to keep up with how the Second and Third XIs are doing. Joe Latham has produced some extremely witty reports about the Second Team exploits and I believe that Craig Hastings will be doing something similar for the Third XI. To read these reports, you need to log on to the Chessington Cricket Club web site (www.ChessingtonCricketClub.co.uk) and you will find them under match reports. I can assure you that Joe’s reports about the Second Team are hilarious.
Back to the First Team. On a glorious day, Chessington entertained one of the other unbeaten sides in the league, Ashford. Newly promoted, this promised to be the sternest test of the season so far. Unfortunately for Ashford, their skipper and two other members of the team were running late (even later than our own illustrious skipper who continues to be late for his own meet times). This meant that Paul Willis went out with their stand in for the toss. Surprises upon surprises, Willis wins the toss and chooses to bat. Therefore, when play got under way, Ashford had just eight players on the park. This made life a bit easier for the Chessington openers (Alex Yarnley and Andy White) who got the innings off to a positive start. They were also helped by the wide count quickly moving upwards. After 4 overs, the Ashford skipper (Richard Mansfield) arrived and a further three overs saw the other two players getting on the field of play. Nonetehless, a steady five runs per over was achieved for the first ten overs. The introduction of the Ashford skipper’s off spin saw the run rate pegged back. Andy White was well held by a diving slip off the Australian overseas for 29 and then Alex Yarnley was adjacent to Mansfield. Chessington had slipped from 52 for 0 to 56 for 2 in three overs. This brought together Luke Carter and Daniel Yarnley. They were quickly into their stride, running well between the wickets and picking off the four ball when offered. Their progress was serene and neither looked in too much trouble as the Ashford skipper juggled his bowlers. Although boundaries became increasingly rare, each over brought five, six or more runs. Carter and Yarnley were batting at a similar pace and the 150 was reached in the 31st over. They reached their fifties in the same over, Carter’s was off 62 balls whilst Yarnley’s was off 63. It was a great surprise when Carter, in trying for the maximum, holed out to long off in Mansfield’s last over. He had made 51 lovely runs. This wicket set Chessington back as three others followed in the next five overs. Chris Norton, fresh from his great knock the previous week, was extremely well held by Evans off his own bowling. Niall Stewart drove lazily into the covers and Paul Willis was adjudged LBW. The score had moved from 163 for 2 to 184 for 6 and Chessington were in danger of allowing the great start to disintegrate. Fortunately, Daniel Yarnley was still in and knocking the ball around without any risk. He found a partner in veteran, Nick Bailey, who helped add 28 valuable runs in five overs. Whilst not his most fluent, or indeed violent, this partnership steadied the innings and allowed the platform to be rebuilt for a late assault. After Bailey had departed, Andy Robson joined Yarnley and they accelerated the score to its final 258 for 8. Robson sacrificed himself on the final ball trying to sneak a second run. The final two overs went for 30 runs as Daniel Yarnley timed three large sixes. Crucially, he had been dropped at long on just prior to that. He finished on a run a ball 108 not out and ensured that Chessington had a above par score to defend. The two spinners, Mansfield and Cousens, were the pick of the Ashford bowlers.

The Ashford innings exploded into life from the word go. Opener, Mansfield, was dropped first ball by Luke Carter off his own bowling and then proceeded to hit Andy Robson’s first ball for six. Soon, his fellow opener Cousens was also into his stride and runs flowed. It was not all one way traffic. Both Carter and Robson beat the bat on numerous occasions. Unfortunately, when they did not beat the bat, the ball often found its way to the boundary. Ashford stormed along at six per over for the first 13 overs. However, the introduction of Chessington’s spin twins, the not so little Daniel Yarnley and huge Richard Singleton, saw Chessington gain control of the run rate. Singleton quickly beat Mansfied’s bat and won the LBW shout. He was replaced by Sebastian who, if at all possible, wanted to up the run rate significantly. His second ball was dispatched for six. However, the rush for runs was always going to offer Chessington chances and so it proved. Sebastien holed out to Norton at long on off Daniel Yarnley for 15. Cousens passed his hard hit fifty but he too seemed to only have boundaries on his mind and when he charged Yarnley and missed, he did not bother going back. This was fortunate for Chessington as the normally immaculate Graham Francis had fumbled the ball and nearly given up on the stumping himself. However, with the ball waiting to be picked up and Cousens not interested in getting back, he was able to redeem himself and remove the bails. This was the prelude to Ashford losing wickets regularly. Evans was at one end but was unable to manipulate the strike. A run out followed by an ugly heave across the line saw two more wickets fall in the 25th over. The score had sunk from 102 for one to 129 for 5. Worse was to follow as Singleton won two more LBW decisions which left Ashford in dire straits at 138 for 7. It was Khan who finally gave Evans some support. However, Evans was by now becalmed by the tight bowling of Yarnley and Singleton. The two spinners completed their 10 over spells with three wickets apiece. Chris Norton and Alex Yarnley were brought on. Neither disappointed their skipper by picking up a wicket apiece. Luke Carter applied to coup de grace, bowling Number 11. 

Chessington had won by 80 runs. This was a fine all round performance against a team expected to be pushing for promotion this season. Those who did not contribute with bat or ball, did so in the field. Once again, the running between the wickets and the vibrancy in the field were the main differences between the sides. It was by no means a performance without blemish. Several chances went to ground and the middle order did not cash in on the platform offered. That said, when the crunch time arrived, there was always someone who came up with the goods. 

The final act of the day saw John Yarnley booming ‘Get off the wicket’ to some unfortunate soul who had strayed. Summer is clearly here. 
