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Chessington Cricket Club
Match Report Form
Send all completed reports to Simon@ChessingtonCricketClub.co.uk with 'Match Report' in the email subject header.
	Team
	Sat 2nd XI
	Date
	Sat 9th May 2009

	Opponents
	Old Ruts
	Venue
	Home

	Toss Won By
	Old Ruts
	Result
	Won

	Man of Match
	Stu Peplow
	Report Author
	Joe Latham


Match Report
A new league season for the Chessington 2nd XI, (aka ‘the panthers’) meant some exciting new rules involving fielding rings, bowling restrictions, and one day wides. The new season also meant some new faces to the twos, with Dan Mckay making his 2’s league debut and Connor Young carrying on his excellent form from last season and pre season friendlies. Also for the new season, new styles seem to have been adopted by the players, Captain Simon Burge sported snazzy new spikes, Joe Latham sported a beautiful cowboy shirt, Steve Angliss was sporting a huge quiff and Sam Robinson was sporting a fit bird.

The new limited over, win / lose format for the first part of the season posed many questions. Should we chase a score or set a target? Do we aim to take wickets or contain the runs?  How many are we allowed outside of the ring? And how did Sam Robinson manage to pull that girl?

As umpire Geoff Keene wiped the tears away from his eyes trying to put Chelsea’s exit from the champions league out of his mind, the game got underway as Chessy were put in the field and newly promoted Old Ruts decided to Bat. Conditions were good, the pitch a little green and there was lots in it for both as Latham moved the ball in the air and Dillon rolled back the years bowling with good pace, forcing wicket keeper Hoos back after he had decided to stand up to the stumps.  

One brought two, then three as Latham made the breakthrough bowling the opener and then having two edges caught by Hoos and peplow at slip, and momentum grew. 

Steve ‘Elvis’ Angliss came on as first change and as he found his rhythm, his confidence grew (as did his quiff) as he bowled the other opener who looked a dangerous bat. 28 year old Latham bowled his allotted 10 overs despite being the umpire asking if he was one of the under 18 bowlers who could only bowl 6 in a row, and was replaced by Young who picked up a quick wicket immediately. At 50 for five the panthers were on the prowl and pressure was on old ruts.

However, pressure was then put on the panthers as club legend Alan ‘the Lord’ Walter, had a walk round the boundary to see how his beloved twos were getting on. Chessy decided to go easy on old ruts and make a game of it by giving the ball to Tyson for a few overs, but Standards remained high however with excellent fielding from Sam Robinson – (obviously keen to impress someone) and Jack Newman, even though Jack was very unlucky to drop a simple chance, (which was his fault everyone agreed).

Feeling his error might cost the team, Newman took on full responsibility taking an important wicket, and Dillon and Young bowled tightly at the death with Dillon taking a well deserved wicket, which although important to the team – more importantly meant he was not in minus fantasy points this week.

Old Ruts put 181 on the Board after 50 overs, a total Chessington were confident of getting. 

As Peplow and Tyson opened the innings for Chessington’s reply, a large crowd gathered, including 2’s favourites Sobby and Wally, as well as numerous others who had obviously heard the rumours that Sam Robinson had brought a couple of girls down the club.

With a crowd of well over 24, Tyson and Peplow began to put on a show, as the Old Ruts opening pair fed Peplow outside off stump, as Chessy got off to a super start, scoring at a rate of 10 an over at one point. With Chessy of to a flyer, the banter was flying back on the boundary, as Robinson (due in at three and getting a severe case of pad rash watching the opening pair put on a hundred partnership), told the team of how he won over his true love, before the conversation turned to a more interesting topic of ‘what happens if it rains’.

Peplow and Tyson both reached half centuries, Peplow bringing up his with a classy cover drive, and from then on it was a race to the ton for both of them as chessy attempted to do it with no wickets down. Unfortunately Tyson was out caught behind with 10 runs required, finishing on 73. The stage was then set for Peplow to reach his hundred – he would have to get the scores level and then hit a six to achieve it. Robinson however had other ideas as he smashed one of his first deliveries for six – attempting to impress his young lady once again, but wrapping the game up for the proud panthers.
A great start to the league campaign for the Chessy boys, and a real team effort with everyone chipping in on and off the field as overall the standard of batting, bowling, banter and birds was high as Chessy won by 9 wickets with more that 20 overs to spare. 

In short,
The Panthers go 3 and O and joint top of the one week ladder with 10 pts.
