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Chessington Cricket Club
Match Report Form
Send all completed reports to Simon@ChessingtonCricketClub.co.uk with 'Match Report' in the email subject header.
	Team
	Saturday 2nd XI
	Date
	23rd May 2009

	Opponents
	Chertsey
	Venue
	Home

	Toss Won By
	Chessington
	Result
	Won

	Man of Match
	Hoo's Shaboodien
	Report Author
	Stephen 'Elvis' Angliss


Match Report
After a disappointing result away at Addiscombe the previous week, Chessi had another away game to look forward to, this time at Chertsey. Following the conclusion of the previous match, it was decided by the skipper that turning up late and starting without any form of warm-up was not ideal preparation (!!!), so an 11.15am meet was put in place this week, with the idea of giving us a good hour at Chertsey to make sure we started the game in a perfect frame of mind. Come 11.45, not long after Sam Robbo had turned up, a phone call to our other absentee, Jack Newman, meant these plans were now in tatters! 

Unfortunately, it was less a phone call and more an "alarm call", as Jack 'Bagpuss' Newman was awoken from his slumber with Burgey’s dulcet tones ringing in his ears. Despite a suggestion of a cab straight to Chertsey from 'Bagpuss', it was decided Jack would appear for the 3’s, and Richard Cook would quickly make the jump up to the 2’s as he had kit and was ready to travel!
With Keene-Nav guiding us smoothly to the ground and Tyse with his Sat-Naff (© Latham, see Addiscombe away match report) safely following behind, we did actually get to the ground in enough time to have some decent preparation. Umpire Jeff Keene led the troops from the car park towards the dressing room, only to be greeted by one of the younger members of the home side kindly pointing out to Jeff that the dressing rooms were “Just through there mate...”. Big mistake, huge infact …. “Just through there fella?! I’ve been coming here 35 years; I know this ground better than you do me old mate!” was Jeff's retort! That will teach him …. he’ll think twice before offering anymore friendly advice to the oppo in future.....
Anyway, with Latham and his HILARIOUS match reports in France at a wedding (no doubt trying to impress some French TV execs along the way), Dave ‘Wizzer’ Wisden came in to replace him, and Matt Alldis got a deserved call-up for his first 2’s league game, due to the injured Stuey Peplow missing out. Full team spirit on display though with "Peppers" fit enough to join us on the trip as official team scorer (ahem, Cider drinker!!!!). Good work Pep's!

Tyson and Alldis went out to open the open batting in more cricket-friendly conditions than the previous week as we enjoyed the sun beating down on our backs and we were setting our stall out early as Tyse smashed the first ball of the match back past the bowler for 4!

All seemed to be progressing fairly comfortably and as such it was a surprise when Tyse was bowled for 8. Sam Robinson went out to join Matt. Now were Latham writing this, there would surely be some tedious joke about Robbo wanting to impress some hot chick or something similar. But as the oppo hot chick didn’t turn up until we were fielding, Sam lacked that focus of needing to impress and just went on with his business of batting so no need for me to make such childish comments. Sam looked to be regaining some form before he too was removed when looking comfortable, but alas perhaps struggling for motivation and application with no hot chicks in sight! This bought Hoos to the wicket, who quickly showed his intentions by smashing his 1st ball for 4. With the introduction of Hoos to proceedings, the scoring rate went up, with Matt batting sensibly and maturely at the other end, allowing Hoos to at times ride his luck, but in general bat superbly and receiving rapturous applause for some cracking drives and cuts, while also receiving some embarrassed silence at some of his more ‘agricultural’ … geeet oveeeer thereeeeee, shots for 4. We are proper cricketers you see, and like to see text book shots; none of that 'village' rubbish!
Hoos reached his 50 before too long and with Matt starting to play a few more expansive shots, Chessi were in a strong position as the 150 partnership was bought up. Matts resistance was broken soon afterwards, as he departed for an excellent 37, the backbone to such a strong start to the innings from Chessi. Richard Cook joined Hoos, and received a good ball early on, bowled for 2. Skipper Burge then joined Hoos at the crease, and before long, the cheers soon rang out for Hoos’s 100, the 2nd 50 coming up at double-quick time. Almost too quick it seemed... Led by the increasingly restless Peplow, chained to the scorebook since ball 1, and vice-captain Tyson, charged with keeping the boys in check whilst Burgey was at the crease, the cheer and applause went up for Hoos’s hundred when he was on 89!

Hoos, keeping to his habit of counting every run (yes really – every single run!!!) was wise to the ploy and barely reacted. After much laughter from the sidelines, everyone was grateful it was Hoos who had been on the receiving end, being such an experienced cricketer it wouldn’t be long before he did actually reach the magical mark. …..Ooops. Bowled on 96. It didn’t seem that funny now (well in Hoos’ earshot anyway).

The innings concluded with what appeared to be good score of 254-9 after quick cameos from Burge and Qureshi, sandwiching an excellent 27 from Connor Young who looked full of confidence and gave as good as he got to the Cherty keeper as he regularly piped up behind the sticks! Shot of the day however had to go to Kevin Dillon in his cool new boots, batting far too low at 10, who hit a cover drive to the boundary, and held the pose beautifully just in case anyone had missed it. 
Interestingly, as Kev (surely a top 4 batter now on the strength of "that" shot) talked through his "shot of the day" with anyone that would listen in the bar back at the club and interestingly his recollection of it was a back foot 'punch' through the covers for four as opposed to what actually happened …… a long juicy half volley on off stump while fully on the front foot and leaning into the shot elbow high! …. Number 10 seems about right then after all ….. based on shot memory!?
Tea came and went, the leftovers of which, along with a subway Robbo had discovered in the grounds car park, found themselves to Steve Tyson. He happened to be next to Hoos in the changing room. Somehow, these food remains ended up in Hoos’ kit bag. How is still a mystery after a full 2nd team enquiry was set up and executed. Maybe not the kindest thing to happen bearing in mind earlier events, but fortunately he saw the funny side of it as much as the rest of us. ……Sort of! 
Going out to field, Chessi were well aware that the batting had put us in with a great chance to win the match but skipper Burge was keen to reiterate that we were only half way there and we needed to bowl somewhere near our best, and one side of the wicket to take the points!

Qureshi & Dillon opened up, and found a great line and length. On the rare occasions they did stray, the close fielding was sharp, and as a result the home side struggled to keep up anywhere near the required rate. After a period of ball dominating bat with no luck, Kev Dillon got the first breakthrough, the Chertsey opener falling LBW, before Sobby deservedly picked up his first wicket, the no. 3 bowled for just 1. 
Bowling changes meant the introduction of Angliss to proceedings, complete with biro war paint on face and teeth marks in arm thanks to a bored (and Magners attracting) Peplow during the 1st innings. As an aside, the sooner he has returned to fitness the better …….. not alas due to any cricketing abilities, but simply because the rest of us can then have a break and relax a bit whilst he is at the crease!
Anyway, spurred on by shouts of "doing it for Peppers", and proving there is more to him than just a cracking retro hairstyle, Angliss picked up a wicket in his first over, smartly caught by Matt Alldiss, well placed at mid wicket to a bottom hand batsman. 
The 2nd bowling change of Connor Young also brought quick rewards, as he picked up his first wicket, a sharp slip catch from Burgey saw the end of Chertsy's most resistant batter (Ignore play cricket which says it was Angliss’ wicket!!). Next up was a dropped catch from Wizzer, not helped by the shout of “DAVE’S!!!” …… from Tyse (!!) and despite Wizz being the only player within 40 yards of where the ball was heading. After the obvious frustration - the ensuing fit of giggles behind hands and cap's indicated the feeling this not likely to be a costly miss, something confirmed when the batsman was run out after good work from Matt Alldis shortly after.
Wizzer was then bought into the attack with the run rate increasing by the over, and bowled as Wizzer does, wicket to wicket, and picked up 3 good wickets, all clean bowled. His only disappointment being he was unable to get through his usual 25 over spell, due to the new bowing regulations fixing it at a max of 10 in this limited over format.
The match, and victory was quickly wrapped up when Connor Young picked up his 2nd wicket in his 2nd spell, before Qureshi comprehensively bowled the no. 10 who 'didn't quite fancy it' to give Chessi a win by a significant margin of 103 runs, a bonus point & the chance to see the last 15 mins of the Chertsey ‘happy half hour’ in the club house, so Keeny could sneak in a quick 4 pints! Happy days.
Overall a deserved 2nd win for the Chessi Panthers, who came roaring back after last week’s disappointment. The team, along with the match report (!!), can only be strengthened by Latham’s return, as well as (please God, pleeeeaaseee) a fully fit Peplow making himself available.
The Panthers are now 2 and 1 on the 3 week championship ladder and entertain Camberley next week …. All support appreciated, 1pm start!
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