WIDE BOYS CHESSINGTON WIN AGAIN
Match Summary.

Chessington 259 for 6 (50 overs) – A. Yarnley 39, L. Carter 60, C. Norton 30, N. Stewart 48*, P. Willis 42
Old Rutlishians 206 all out (49.3 overs) – R. Singleton 3 for 56
Result: Chessington won by 53 runs

Report.
After the pre season preparations, this was the moment of truth. Would Chessington be able to continue their excellent form into the first league game against promoted Old Rutlishians on their ground? What’s more, it would be under the new rules of a straight 50 overs per side game with bowling and fielding restrictions. Skipper, Paul Willis was anxious to ensure that he picked the correct side and that he knew the rules verbatim. The selection was complicated by Tadgh Randall getting injured playing for his university. Willis once again arrived late for the meet time and had read the rules for the first time prior to leaving his house. Good preparation skipper!!
Due to illness, only one panel umpire turned up at Old Ruts. Discussions between the umpire, two skippers and the scorer resolved any queries regarding the rules. Willis’s form with the toss returned and Old Ruts duly decided to insert Chessington on what looked a good, hard track with a very fast outfield. Chessington’s openers (Alex Yarnley and Andy White) started fairly solidly with both players showing good timing. Unfortunately, White got a good delivery and was held at third slip for just 8. Luke Carter joined Yarnley and he immediately settled into his stride. Whilst Yarnley flirted with third man and slips on occasions, Carter was middling everything. They quickly took the score past 50. The introduction of the slow left arm spin of Mohammed saw Old Ruts gain a measure of control. However, Carter’s fifty was posted in just 55 balls and the hundred arrived in the 22nd over. It was a great surprise when Carter was dismissed, well held by the bowler Mohammed, as he was in imperious form. The Old Ruts overseas, Ganguly, was introduced along with the seamer Gregory at this point. Daniel Yarnley joined his younger brother Alex at the crease. It was not long before the brothers departed. Daniel was LBW to Ganguly, sweeping whilst Alex had got a bit bogged down and frustration saw him drive at a wide one and was held in the gully off Gregory. The innings could go either way at this point but Chris Norton and Niall Stewart battened down the hatches. Playing sensibly but positively, they wrestled back the advantage to Chessington. Their partnership of 64 was full of hard running, well placed shots and the occasional boundary. Norton departed in the 43rd over for 31 with the score at 199. This set the scene for a full out assault. Skipper Willis did not disappoint. Taking most of the strike, he smashed a quick fire 42 from just 27 balls. Niall Stewart, no less effective, finished the innings on 48 not out and their partnership of 60 had taken just 7 overs. The final score of 259 for 6 was probably 30 runs over par. Coach, Bob Cook, had emphasised the importance of partnerships and keeping wickets in hand. This innings was the perfect example of what he meant. The Old Ruts bowling had been disciplined. The umpiring was strict on leg side wides and front foot no-balls would result in a free hit. Old Ruts bowled just seven wides (resulting in 12 extra runs). However, Chessington’s intensity with their running caused pressure on the fielding side and there were a number of fumbles which resulted in ones becoming twos and so on.
There was some consternation at the interval as wicketkeeper, Graham Francis, discovered that despite getting his cricket shirt ready, he had failed to pack it in his bag. Old Ruts innings began in similar style as Chessington’s. Luke Carter bowled the first front foot no-ball and the subsequent free hit went to the boundary. The Chessington bowlers could not adjust to the strict wide decisions and leaked extra runs and deliveries at an alarming rate. Nonetheless, Luke Carter found a delivery to nip back and bowl Dolben for 7 and Andy Robson found sufficient swing to get an edge from Sadiq which was very well held by keeper Francis standing up. This saw Old Ruts subside to 41 for 2 after ten overs. Saleem and skipper Mohammed settled the home side down and looked very comfortable. Chris Norton was introduced and his first few overs were picked off by this pair. However, just as things were starting to look awkward, Saleem lifted a drive to Willis off Norton. He was gone for 32 and the next over saw Mohammed seeking to hit Daniel Yarnley out of the ground but only succeeding in finding the safe hands of Bailey, running back from mid off. This saw Reed and Ganguly come together. Norton had conceded 19 runs in his first three overs but with the confidence of a wicket, he bowled straight and to a good length. Similarly, Daniel Yarnley kept things tight as the Old Ruts partnership stagnated for about 10 overs. Richard Singleton was brought on. The Old Ruts batsmen knew that time was running out and tried to become more positive. However, their running between the wickets was lazy and many opportunities were lost to put fielders under pressure. Although they were getting plenty of singles, the boundaries were drying up. Their partnership reached 90 when Ganguly collapsed with suspected cramp. The delay proved to be a positive thing from Chessington’s perspective. Singleton trapped Ganguly LBW for 37 with a full toss immediately upon the resumption. The next ball saw Reed run out for 40. On his return to the pavilion, it was clear that he was not happy!! Most of the language was of Anglo Saxon origin and his running partner and most other team mates were described in none too positive a light. The innings was soon wrapped up after that. Richard Singleton picked up another two wickets whilst Luke Carter and Daniel Yarnley added one apiece to their trophy cabinets. Old Ruts finished on 206 all out in the 50th over. All of the Chessington bowlers had performed well with Richard Singleton leading the wicket takers. Whilst a good job was done in the field, there was one major concern. There were 17 deliveries called wide during the Old Ruts innings which gave them 28 runs in total. Whilst it ultimately did not affect this game, the Chessington bowlers will need to tighten things up considerably in future games.
This ended up as a very comfortable victory for Chessington. The major pluses being that it was a fine team performance with everyone chipping in when needed. The batting has great depth and the bowling will look strong and varied when Randall recovers from his injury. 

