WEATHER BEATS BOTH SIDES
Match Summary.

Chessington 190 for 6 (41 overs) – A. Yarnley 89*, D. Yarnley 30 
Bank of England 154 for 7 (33 overs) – D. Yarnley 3 for 30
Result: Chessington – losing draw
Report.
This was a venue that everyone was looking forward to playing at. Chessington at the Bank of England ground. What a shame that the weather refused to play ball. A gloomy, showery morning moved to a gloomy, windy afternoon. On top of that, the ground was being prepared for Junior Wimbledon and, therefore, empty marquees and portable offices abounded in the corner of the ground where the scorebox is situated. There was a late change of line-up for Chessington as Andy White had to pull out due to a family illness. We send our thoughts and well wishes to Andy and his family. The in form Stuart Peplow was drafted in as his replacement.

Yet again, tardiness was an issue. This time it was the younger members of the team, Tadgh Randall and Niall Stewart, who failed to make the meet time. A text from Randall to his skipper seemed to clearly lay the blame at one person’s door. The text went along the lines of ‘waiting for that tall, skinny piece of s@*t!’. So that clears that up.

On arrival at the ground, scorer Yarnley having first tried to get through Richmond Park via a gate that has been shut for approximately 10 years, the weather was grim. One of the umpires had already inspected the ground and felt that play was unlikely to start before 3:00pm. Therefore, the usual move to the bar, watch Sky Sports and get bored was the order of the day. It was the supposedly senior players, skipper Paul Willis and Daniel Yarnley who clearly got bored the quickest. It resulted in the perpetually boring sneaking up and putting a pen/pencil/stirrer into some unsuspecting victim’s ear. This was tried on the scorer, Yarnley senior, who simply gave in to the temptation to punch the perpetrator. Willis, for whatever reason, then proceeded to hide behind doors and refuse to come near the said scorer.   

After several inspections, the rain had stopped and umpires and captains agreed to a 2:30pm start. As the game was now being played under the old rules (i.e. 100 overs cricket), it meant that the team batting first would have a maximum of 41 overs whilst the team batting second would face 33 overs. Willis duly lost the toss and Chessington, to no-ones surprise, were asked to bat first. The Surrey Championship rules have always given those batting second control of the game. When a game is reduced such as this, the team batting second has an even greater advantage. Nonetheless, this is how the game pans out and there is no point in moaning about it.

It was Alex Yarnley and Stuart Peplow who strode to the wicket. The first over was very entertaining. First ball, saw a neat tuck off his legs by Yarnley which should have brought him a single. Unfortunately for Bank of England, the long leg fielder missed the straightforward stop and it rolled away for four. The second ball was crashed through the covers for another boundary and a third four followed later in the over. One over, twelve runs. Was this the start of 20/20 cricket? Things settled down thereafter. The fiery Stockton bowled quickly whilst his fellow opener, Bird, looked to keep things tight. After his initial rush of runs which took him rapidly to 20, Yarnley was then bogged down for several overs. Peplow started quietly and looked nervous but a couple of confidence giving twos and then two boundaries settled him. They took the score along to 41 before Peplow was smartly held at slip for 20.Luke Carter followed soon afterwards when a defensive shot rolled back and on to his stumps. This brought Daniel Yarnley to the middle with his brother. Alex Yarnley was in bogged down phase in his innings when his brother joined him and they started cautiously. A few words of advice saw Alex starting to move his feet better and runs followed. However, it was the senior Yarnley who gave the innings some momentum again. Thorns had replaced Stockton and then Samanta replaced Bird. The spin of Samanta was initially hard to get away. However, Daniel Yarnley was striking the ball well and decided to take the attack to the spinner. A well struck six was followed by two fours in one over. The last ball of this over was wide down the legside with no-one behind a short fine leg. Another opportunity for a boundary. However, the execution of the shot saw it loop up off the toe end for the diving short fine leg fielder to hold. A soft dismissal just when things were moving up through the gears. The two brothers had put together a 50 partnership with Daniel having made 30 of them. Chris Norton joined Alex Yarnley and they kept the scoreboard ticking along. Alex reached his fifty in 76 balls with two successive fours. Norton went to a well directed yorker with the score at 131 and skipper Willis sacrificed himself in the search for quick runs. Graham Francis then joined Alex Yarnley and they pushed the score onwards. Francis finally fell to the penultimate ball for 21 after helping Yarnley in a partnership of 52. Yarnley finished the innings on an unbeaten 89. It was a very good knock which held the Chessington innings together. It was also a curious knock which varied from little activity to bouts of fast scoring but it did enable Chessington to finish with a very respectable 190 for 5 in the 41 overs allowed. 
No-one knew how good a score this was. The wicket was fine and the outfield quick. Would Bank of England be interested in chasing the score? Would this enable Chessington to pick up wickets and sneak an unlikely victory? Patel and Lawrence opened the batting whilst Carter and Tadhg Randall opened the bowling. It was Randall who gained the first success, surprising Patel with his pace and bounce. An attempted pull shot ended up being skewed to Daniel Yarnley at point. Lawrence and Dickson settled things down for the Bank of England. Chessington clearly had a plan for Lawrence. They felt that he was vulnerable to the short, wide, outside off stump cut shot which they fed. Whilst the shot often went in the air, it also went regularly to the boundary. Dickson was settling in when he came back for a second run and found himself yards short as an accurate exorcet came in from Luke Carter and Graham Francis did the rest. So far short of the crease was the batsman that it was tempting to wonder which bat was actually run out! The skipper, Ridgway, came in. Initially, he was happy to play second fiddle whilst Lawrence’s cut shot was tested to the full. However, the introduction of Richard Singleton saw roles reversed a little. It was clear that Ridgway was comfortable against the spinner whilst Lawrence was less so. Bank of England, at this stage, were cruising at 5 per over. It was the introduction of Daniel Yarnley’s off spin that gave Chessington a measure of control. Neither batsman found it easy to pick up runs from him initially. It was Lawrence who broke first. The pair had put a partnership of 57 together, Lawrencehad just reached his fifty but seemed anxious to run down the wicket to Yarnley at every opportunity. His patience was broken when he drove a return catch. The keeper, Smith, joined his captain. However, he too was frustrated at his scoring rate and tried to hit Yarnley out of the ground. He only succeeded in finding Norton at long on. There now followed a rush of wickets as the scoring rate fell behind the required rate for the win. Ridgway charged Singleton and missed. Francis taking the opportunity with the minimum of fuss and the maximum of efficiency. Yarnley held another caught and bowled and then a second suicidal run out to Carter which saw Cannon dismissed for a duck. It was left to Thorns and Dunthorne to see the Bank of England limp over the line as far as the winning draw was concerned and Chessington ran out of overs to pick up the final three wickets. Bank of England finished on 154 for 7, the winning draw figure was 153. Daniel Yarnley had been the pick of the bowlers with his 3 for 30 from 9 overs. 

This game was unlikely to reach a positive result bearing in mind the number of overs lost to the weather. Both teams had played positively but neither were able to contrive a result. It is to be hoped that the weather improves for the following weeks and that full games can be played out.

In the mean time, punctuality still remains elusive for the Chessington team.   

