DROPPED CATCHES, LOSE MATCHES
Match Summary.

Woking & Horsell 233 for 4 (50 overs) – Ash Quinn 2 for 40
Chessington 165 for 8 (33 overs) – Conor Young 36, Ben Smith 43* 
Result: Chessington lose
Report.
With the league drawing to a close, teams are now gearing themselves for the fate. Can they achieve promotion, are they clear from relegation, has things already been settled? Chessington’s situation is that they are looking over their shoulder at the relegation scrap. Woking & Horsell, although further ahead, also wanted victory to assure them of safety. 

The day dawned sunny with a forecast to match. Woking & Horsell won the toss and decided to bat first. However, as the game started, clouds were appearing and menacing. Chessington opened with Ash Quinn and Dhillon Woutersz and it did not take long for them to make a breakthrough. In fact, just three legitimate deliveries saw Quinn breach Kreder’s defences and bowl him. This brought Bates to the wicket, to join Morgan. Bates started very carefully. In contrast, Morgan’s innings was of unorthodox nature. It was either defence or swing lustily. Some of those swings connected and others didn’t. His innings included a five when a sharp single was cut out by the alert Matt Aldiss and, with one stump to aim at, he just missed but so did those backing up. Morgan would have been out by a long way had he hit. The score ticked along before Quinn won an LBW decision against Morgan who had made 27. Woods should have gone almost immediately but he was put down at square leg. Fourteen overs were completed when the rain arrived. The players came off and the covers came on. Woking & Horsell had reached 55 for two at this point. For the next two hours, everyone watched the rain come down. Tea was taken and, finally, with the weather cleared, the game resumed.
The Surrey Championship answer to Duckworth Lewis came in to force. Seventeen overs had been lost, taking in to account tea and the ‘golden’ 30 minutes. This meant that Woking & Horsell would still bat their 50 overs but Chessington would get 33 back and a revised total based on run rate and an adjustment. Kevin Dillon and Daniel Yarnley kept things tight on the restart as Bates and Woods started over again. However, Dillon’s last over saw Bates open up, hitting a six as it went for thirteen. This saw the introduction of Andy Robson and a wicket. A wide, long hop tempted Woods in to trying to hit it over cover. Unfortunately for him, Daniel Yarnley plucked it out of the air one handed for a great catch. Monaghan joined Bates and Woking & Horsell contented themselves with keeping the score ticking along. Alex Yarnley replaced his brother, Dhillon Woutersz came back and Nick Bailey had a trundle. The rate remained under four an over and a likely total around 200 seemed on. Monaghan was bowled by Bailey for 20 and this brought Nawaz to the crease. Initially, the tempo remained the same. However, Nawaz was clearly sent on a mission to swing, whilst Bates had passed his 50, from 92 balls. After 40 overs, the score was 150 for four. At this point, the two batsmen looked to get after the bowling. Bates hit a second six, whilst Nawaz hit two of his own. Nawaz raced to his fifty, off the last ball of the innings, in just 44 balls as each Chessington bowler suffered in at least one over. Chessington did have their chances but both Nawaz and Bates were dropped from very acceptable chances. Daniel Yarnley suffered the most as his economic figures suffered in his last over which went for seventeen. Bates finished on 93 not out as Woking & Horsell reached 233 from their 50 overs. The last ten overs saw 83 runs added and 47 came from the last five. It was carnage.
After much deliberation, tapping on calculators, checking adjustments and so on, Chessington were set 185 to win from 33 overs. Daniel Yarnley and Conor Young sent Chessington on their way with a very positive start. Daniel Yarnley, in particular, looked in great touch. They were helped by some woeful bowling from Bird and Anderson, both of whom were bowling up the hill, with Bates bowling from the other end. Bird bowled five wides in his two overs but this looked great against Anderson who managed eleven in his two. Chessington were flying and the fifty was passed in the eighth over. However, Daniel Yarnley was then starved of strike for five overs as Conor Young, normally such a free scoring batsman struggled to get the ball away. Woking & Horsell introduced their spinners, Honey and Pogson. Daniel Yarnley then got himself out in a bizarre manner as he advanced down the wicket to Honey only to find a big full toss coming his way. Instead of swinging it away to the boundary, he top edged it to short fine leg. Nick Bailey came and went, LBW to Honey. Ben Smith joined Conor Young and these two found life difficult against the two spinners. Conor Young did lift Honey straight for a six whilst Smith drove Honey for consecutive fours, but these were occasional flurries of activity. Honey induced Young to drive to long off to finish his seven overs with a maiden and figures of three for 23. Pogson was even more economical, conceding just sixteen runs from his seven overs. Their stranglehold over the batsmen had seen Chessington fall way behind the run rate required. With just ten overs to go, 89 runs were needed. Chessington’s hopes lay with how Woking & Horsell would fill the overs originally intended for Bird and Anderson. Would they be asked to try again or would a sixth and seventh bowler be tried. It was the later. Woods and Monaghan were entrusted. Woods bowling left arm spin whilst Monaghan trundled in with his seamers. The ploy worked as Chessington’s batsmen threw caution to the wind. Dhillon Woutersz, Ash Quinn, Paul Willis and Matt Aldiss all lost their wickets in consecutive overs in various ways. Woutersz was caught at point off a thick outside edge, Quinn was run out when he and Ben Smith ended at the same end, Willis was well held at long on and Aldiss saw Woods cling on to a difficult chance off his own bowling. Andy Robson and Ben Smith swung lustily but could not find the boundary often enough. Smith did hit one six as they took the score past to 150 mark. Robson was eventually bowled in the 32nd over and that was that. 
Chessington had played poorly whilst Woking & Horsell had done the opposite. The main difference was that Woking & Horsell had taken the chances presented. They had also run hard between the wickets which Chessington did not. Chessington did have their chances, particularly after the start that they had got but the batsmen could not find a way to keep the momentum going. Woking & Horsell can now enjoy their last two games without the pressure of possible relegation. Chessington continue to need one, possibly two more victories to stay safe.
