LEGENDS AND VETERANS
Match Summary.

Woking & Horsell 197 all out (51.3 overs) – Richard Singleton 4 for 53
Chessington 163 for 9 (48 overs) – Ash Quinn 30 
Result: Chessington losing draw
Report.
Chessington had the honour, a really true honour, of hosting a cricketing legend this week. I am not talking about a fine cricketer, or even a great Test cricketer but about one of the three greatest cricketers that have ever played the game. His name is Sir Garfield Sobers. He came down to promote his youth tournament held in Barbados but spent about five hours watching our youngsters play, speaking to them, answering their questions, holding a ‘Question and Answer’ session in the clubhouse and then, finally, just sitting down and chatting to those who wanted to chat. The man had even those to young to know about his exploits entranced and enthralled. What a privilege and what a man.

Hoping that this visit would inspire the First Team, the side travelled to Woking & Horsell for the first game in the declaration side of the league season. The journey was without drama although the team did arrive at Woking & Horsell’s ground about an hour too early! The team had one change from the previous week. Matt Aldiss’s batting was preferred to Matt Robinson’s bowling and when Aldiss pulled out injured, the veteran Nick Bailey returned to the side. Chessington won the toss and asked Woking & Horsell to bat. 

Eddington and Bates started the Woking & Horsell innings, facing the Chessington pair of Ash Quinn and Dhillon Woutersz. The story of Bates getting to Woking & Horsell proved to be quite long as it had taken him three attempts to get his visa having, among other things, forgotten to provide a passport photograph with his application on one occasion. Nonetheless, the importance of him turning up was proven during this game. Chessington started brightly and Eddington was put down by skipper Paul Willis at first slip in Dhillon Woutersz’s first over. This, in itself, did not prove costly but other dropped catches did so. Bates, having faced a couple of deliveries, decided to have a very unusual trigger movement. Already batting out of his crease, as the bowler began to run in he would take a large step towards him and then settle in his new stance two yards down the wicket! He did this the majority of the time to the seamers. It was Bates who was very much the aggressor during an opening partnership of 55. That said, he did seem to be on a mission to run his partner out and Chessington had numerous opportunities to get a wicket. The running was so haphazard that Eddington pulled up with a pulled hamstring on one occasion. He battled on but his handicap failed to stop Bates calling him through for very sharp singles. The stumps had a charmed life at this stage as throws missed by centimetres with the batsman not even close. Bates was also dropped early on, Richard Singleton grassing a difficult chance at gully of the luckless Woutersz. Chessington continued with the opening bowlers and, finally, achieved the breakthrough, Eddington edging Quinn to Conor Young behind the stumps. Woutersz got his just reward the next over when Woods was very well held down the leg side by a tumbling Young. Hargan joined Bates and they took the score beyond the hundred mark. Horgan’s innings was an interesting mixture of swipes, well timed shots and awkward defence. He never looked as if he would last but scored at a decent rate whilst there. Chessington belatedly introduced the spinners and it was Richard Singleton who defeated a rather horrible swipe across the line and bowled Hargan for 32. At this point, Bates had passed fifty from 69 balls. For the rest of the innings, it was Bates versus the Chessington bowlers as the rest of the batting failed to add much to the score. Singleton and Daniel Yarnley steadily picked up wickets whilst the much anticipated run out with Bates involved did occur. The innings faltered along. Bates tried to protect his later batsmen, turning down singles in the process. The ninth wicket fell at 171 in the 49th over. Bates was on 93 at the time. He got to his hundred with a six off Singleton. It was the returning Dhillon Woutersz who finished the innings, having Bates well taken in the deep for a very fine 110 which included 15 fours and one six. The final total was 197 and Chessington would have a minimum of 48 overs to chase it down.

The outfield was extremely bumpy but Chessington had stuck to their guns and fielded well. There were several dropped catches which ultimately proved expensive, Bates was dropped three times during the course of his innings and any number of run outs could have been completed had the stumps been hit. The question was now whether Chessington could put a solid start together as the basis for a successful chase. The wicket had decent pace and bounce. There was some movement for the seamers and spin for the spinners. The outfield was quick and difficult, all to the favour of the batsmen.

Woking & Horsell decided to open with their spin attack of skipper Pogson and Honey. They also opted, not too surprisingly, to keep the old ball. The Yarnley brothers opened for Chessington with Alex taking the first ball. He stroked this through the covers for a lovely boundary but the second hit him on the pads as he stretched forward and the umpire’s finger confirmed his fate. Ben Smith’s innings did not last much longer but, potentially, had a much bigger impact. He smashed Pogson straight but, unfortunately, Daniel Yarnley was in the way. In trying to avoid being hit, the ball hit his left hand. Ben Smith was soon out, crashing a drive back at Pogson who took a very sharp chance. The damage to Daniel Yarnley soon became apparent when he tried to grip his bat but found that his little finger was in agony. It seemed to be broken but he carried on in pain. He had got to 15 when he tried to whip Honey with the spin over midwicket only to find a leading edge which spiralled to mid-off. The score stood at a sad looking 28 for three and Chessington were already under the cosh. The tactic of opening with the spinners had certainly worked. Ash Quinn and Conor Young got their heads down and started to rebuild the innings. It was Young who was the busier as far as the scorebox was concerned although his insistence of throwing his bat at anything wide did not breed confidence amongst his watching team mates. Woking & Horsell changed tack and brought on the seamers, Bates, Peters and Hussein. They then introduced the new ball and this did the trick. It was Hussein who, having bowled a wide, used the extra ball wisely and had Young caught at mid on off a lazy on drive. The seamers were now doing the trick as Ash Quinn’s long vigil came to an end, nicking to the keeper. Paul Willis, Sam Robinson and Nick Bailey (first ball) all fell as the innings subsided to 103 for eight after 32 overs. During this period, Woking & Horsell decided to change their keeper. Not once but twice as skipper Pogson, having completed his first bowling spell, took the gloves and then six overs later, handed back to Monaghan. Sam Robinson’s short innings did include the shot of the day as he drove Hussein back over his head for a huge six. This left Andy Robson and Dhillon Woutersz to try to salvage something from this game. Robson was his usual defiant self whilst Woutersz decided to mix defence with an array of attacking strokes, including one six and a lovely back foot drive on the up through covers. Woking & Horsell changed their bowling around, trying to get this wicket but Chessington were up to whatever option was put in front of them. Woutersz was badly dropped, by the skipper, at mid on when he skied another huge drive. It was the skipper himself who finally put an end to the fun when he held another sharp caught and bowled chance and Woutersz’z entertaining innings of 27 came to an end. This left Richard Singleton and Andy Robson to face a maximum of four overs to face. They accomplished this feat without any real alarms and Chessington had escaped with a losing draw. 
Chessington’s lower order, in particular Andy Robson, showed great fighting spirit in ensuring that they were not defeated. It now needs the top and middle order to put some runs together and Chessington should start seeing some positive results.
