A FAMILIAR TALE
Match Summary.

Trinity Midwhitgiftians 234 for 9 (50 overs) – Dhillon Woutersz 3 for 28
Chessington 133 all out (38 overs) – Richard Singleton 21*  
Result: Trinity Midwhitgiftians won by 101 runs
Report.
A sunny, warm day saw Chessington entertain Trinity Midwhitgiftians, previously known as Old Midwhitgiftians and to be referred to from now on as Trinity. There was a couple on enforced changes with Ben Smith and Richard Cook both unavailable. This meant that Niall Stewart was able to return after his injury plagued season last year and a First Team debut for Sam Robinson.

The pre game warm up routine was interesting for several reasons. Coach, Bob Cook, managed to throw his bat backwards during a fielding drill, skipper Paul Willis had to deal with his dad being locked out of his house (keys were in the locked car) and Niall Stewart decided that his fork was worthy of being included as a valuable that the scorer had to look after!

The toss saw Chessington winning and asking Trinity to bat first. Ash Quinn and Dhillon Woutersz took the new ball and were faced by James and Patel, the two Trinity openers. It did not take long for Chessington to open their account as Woutersz found the edge of Patel’s bat and was superbly held by the diving Conor Young in front of first slip. This soon became two when the same combination accounted for James. Trinity had slipped to 21 for two in just 6 overs. Piggin and Sales started slowly as they tried to rebuild the innings. Quinn and Woutersz continued to look threatening and although there was a lot of playing and missing, they were unable to find another breakthrough. After 12 top overs, Quinn was replaced by Matt Robinson and soon after, Woutersz was replaced by Andy Robson. Piggin did not last long aa a flashing edge from Robinson was intercepted by the juggling Richard Singleton in the gully. Bond now joined Sales and they took the attack to the Chessington change bowlers. Sales seemed to enjoy Robson’s swing bowling whilst Bond took a shine to Robinson’s pace. Both were hit out of the attack as runs flowed. Having been just 47 runs to the good after 14 overs, Trinity raced to 99 after 20 overs. This saw the introduction of spin in the form of Daniel Yarnley and Richard Singleton. After Yarnley’s first expensive over, the two slowies started to pull back the innings. Sales had just passed his fifty, in just 48 balls with ten fours, when Singleton found both turn and bounce. The edge carried to Paul Willis at slip, who held on at the second or third attempt. Sales had made 55 in 69 balls and his partnership of 61 with Bond had taken Trinity to 128 for four in the 28th over. Skipper Nowell joined the hard hitting Bond who continued to take the attack to Chessington. He hit one six back over Daniel Yarnley’s head who gained his revenge in his next over when Bond drove to the diving Alex Yarnley.  Bond’s 45 had come in just 41 balls. Nowell continued his circumspect innings but Wood took up the Bond role of aggressor. Nowell became Richard Singleton’s second victim, driving him back to the bowler and, soon afterwards, Wood’s short innings of 27 in 17 balls was halted when Matt Robinson held a well judged catch on the long off boundary giving Daniel Yarnley his second wicket. Trinity were now 196 for 7 after 39 overs and looking for a score in excess of 250. Chessington fought hard. Richard Singleton’s spell came to an end with the excellent figures of two for 38. Daniel Yarnley bore the brunt of the Trinity attack and his figures were not as flattering. However, the good thing was that Chessington had taken wickets. Skipper, Paul Willis decided to bring his openers back. Ash Quinn quickly made this a good decision by bowling Winter and then Dhillon Woutersz did the same for Brugnoli. Trinity were now nine down for 204 with six overs remaining. Hard as they tried, Chessington were unable to pick up that final wicket as Chatwal and Roberts batted sensibly to the end. Their partnership of 26 was an annoying end to the innings which saw Trinity set Chessington 234. 

Chessington had bowled well. Quinn (one for 26) and Woutersz (3 for 28) had set the tone and always looked dangerous, whilst Singleton (2 for 38) had backed them. The catching was superb but the ground fielding was poor. Trinity had pressurised the fielders and Chessington did not respond as fumbles, dives and overthrows all cost runs. It is probably no exaggeration to say that 20 runs came in this way. Nonetheless, 234 was thought to be a gettable target with a true track and fast outfield.

Ideally, Chessington needed a steady, decent start. Alex Yarnley drove the first ball of the innings, from Roberts, through the covers for four. But, this was a short lived highlight as he fell LBW soon after. In the next over, Niall Stewart chipped a leg stump half volley gently to square leg and Chessington were on the back foot at 10 for two. Daniel Yarnley and Paul Willis tried to knuckle down to put the innings back  on an even keel. Roberts, the Trinity opener, got a little over excited and, straining for pace, was wayward. Winter, on the other hand, gave nothing away and indeed gained the next wicket when he bowled Willis via his pads, as he aimed to whip a full length delivery through mid wicket. The score was now 34 for three in the 12th over. Roberts was replaced by Bond and then the miserly Winter ( 2 for 9 in seven overs) was replaced by the left arm spin of Chatwal. Conor Young had joined Daniel Yarnley but his stay at the crease was a troubled affair. He punched one lovely straight drive back past the bowler but then proceeded to give all the bowlers hope. Twice aerial drives were just out of the reach of fielders, he was then dropped horrendously by the skipper in the covers before trying to slog Chatwal over midwicket and skying the ball to the waiting fielder at point. All this whilst Chessington were still in trouble. Young’s dismissal was the prelude for a disastrous period for the home team. The score was 69 for four at this point in the 20th over. By the end of the 24th, it had sunk to 78 for seven. Daniel Yarnley’s long vigil was ended when Chatwal got one to turn, take the inside edge and the ball ballooned of his thigh to the keeper. Sam Robinson was back and in front of his stumps where the erratic Patel trapped him and Andy Robson was run out trying to steal a single. Ash Quinn tried to battle against the storm but was trapped by Chatwal, caught by the keeper trying to cut. Dhillon Woutersz blocked for a while, got off the mark by swinging Chatwal, who had conceded just five runs from his first five overs, over long on for a maximum and then clouted Brugnoli for a couple of boundaries. He did not last though and was caught behind off the bowling of Brugnoli. An entertaining, but largely irrelevant, last wicket stand of 32 between Matt Robinson and Richard Singleton failed to get Chessington within a hundred of Trinity’s total. Chatwal’s final two overs were comparatively expensive as Singleton lifted him over long on for another six and Robinson’s first false stroke was his last as the returning Winter bowled him.

All out for 133 in just 38 overs. The innings was summed up by the fact that number 11, Richard Singleton, top scored with 21 not out and the last wicket was the second highest partnership with 32. The highest partnership, between Daniel Yarnley and Conor Young, was just 35. Chessington’s batsmen must treasure their wickets more and learn, as a team, to bat through the full set of overs. This should occur whether in victory or in defeat because it is currently too easy to bowl the side out.   
