USE YOUR BAT, NOT YOUR PAD
Match Summary.

Chessington 234 all out (48.3 overs) – Conor Young 46, Niall Stewart 60, Nick Bailey 33
Old Wimbledonians 161 all out (42.4 overs) – Ash Quinn 3 for 17, Nick Bailey 3 for 27, Ash Quinn 3 catches 

Result: Chessington won by 73 runs
Report.
Chessington had had a great week. It started with President’s Day on Sunday. Great weather, fantastic food, lots of old friends and players turning up and two enjoyable games. It was wonderful to see the current Saturday First XI take on a circa early 1990’s Saturday First Team complete with our first ever overseas player, Ash Arora who still weaved his old magic and added three of the current XI to his list of victims. 

This was followed by our Cricket Week, a number of 20/20 games in the evenings and was climaxed by a visit from the Lashings World XI on Friday. A spectacular event with Lashings bringing a host of ex and current internationals, as well as their slick events team, corporate hospitality,  the general public coming along and all other attractions, the place buzzed with excitement and expectation. Marvellously, no-one was let down and with the weather being kind, a brilliant day was had.  
Not surprisingly, Saturday saw a subdued First Team arrive at the ground at 9:00am to help clear up and get everything ready for the afternoon game. The league reverted back to a limited overs format and Old Wimbledonians were the visitors. Chessington won the toss and decided to bat first. The forecast was for showers but the pitch looked good and the outfield quick.

Chessington got off to a steady start with Daniel Yarnley and Conor Young. They were aided by a spate of wides from the opening bowlers, Stewart and Smit. Daniel Yarnley was the first to go, well held in the gully as he tried to force Smit through midwicket. Ben Smith came and helped Conor Young to take the score past the fifty mark when he was adjudged LBW to Smit. Conor Young looked in fine fettle and, with Niall Stewart also looking in good touch, they accelerated the innings. Dorson and Berger replaced the two opening bowlers. Whilst Berger kept things tight, Dorson was prone to a no-ball. Not only did this cost two runs in this format but also gave the batsmen a free hit. Rarely, in club cricket, are these taken advantage of. Often, you see the batsman heave away and either miss the ball or see it dribble away completely mistimed. These two players added sixty before Conor Young completely misjudged the ball to sweep and found himself LBW to Berger for 46. Andy Robson did not trouble the scorers, another LBW victim, but Ash Quinn helped Niall Stewart take the score past 150 by the 30th over. Immediately, Ash Quinn thin edged Dorson to the wicketkeeper and Craig Hastings followed soon afterwards, although not before Niall Stewart had passed his fifty, off just 54 balls. Niall Stewart is such an elegant player and he had shown great touch in his innings. There was one brutal six, off Dorson. Chessington were sailing along at a decent rate. The only problem being that wickets were being lost too quickly, a failing from earlier in the year. Niall Stewart’s innings of 60 came to a close when trying to sweep a ball too full, he was yet another LBW decision, this time to Pereira. Paul Willis, another LBW victim, left soon afterwards and Chessington were in danger of being all out for a score below 200. It took Nick Bailey, at his belligerent best, and Dhillon Woutersz to take the score past 200. Bailey was a mixture of blocks, singles and sixes as four of the maximums flowed from his bat. He was excellently supported by Woutersz who ensured that Bailey had plenty of the strike. They put on fifty runs before Bailey tried one blow too many and was bowled. Next ball, Kevin Dillon became the sixth batsman to be given out LBW and the innings finished with nine balls unused and a score of 234. There was one further oddity about the innings, the opening bowler Stewart was brought back for the 48th over but his first ball was the second beamer that he had bowled in the innings and he was banned from bowling for the rest of the innings. Not long, as it turned out as Chessington were all out next over.
This was clearly a decent score but would Chessington pay for the unused deliveries. Old Wimbledonians had fought hard, keeping Chessington in check by taking regular wickets. They were handicapped by the loss of one player, lost trying to circumnavigate the closed M25 and finally arriving during or shortly after the tea interval and a host of wides and no-balls kept the score ticking over. Niall Stewart had batted with élan for his 60, Conor Young had again timed the ball well but got out when well set for 46 and Nick Bailey’s 33 had lifted what was looking an average score. 

The Old Wimbledonian’s innings got off to a spectacular or calamitous start, depending on your viewpoint. The first over, bowled by Ash Quinn, saw Berger bowled with nothing on the board and followed next ball by skipper Lo, LBW. The next over from Dhillon Woutersz, saw Atherstone top edge a pull shot and held by Kevin Dillon at midwicket. Old Wimbledonians were one for three. Could things get any worse for the away side? Dorson and Dunsmore tried to right the sinking ship but Dorson became another LBW decision, off Quinn’s bowling, with the score at 29. There was an ironic cheer when Old Wimbledonians score passed 56 (the all out score when Chessington played at their ground) as Dunsmore and Pereira put together a partnership. Chessington brought on their change bowlers of Kevin Dillon and Andy Robson. This relieved the pressure on the batsmen, although Robson picked up Dunsmore, well held at long off by Dhillon Woutersz. White now joined Pereira and they took advantage of some indifferent bowling. At this stage, Old Wimbledonians were well behind the clock but White and Pereira kept things ticking along. Pereira, especially, looked in decent touch as he headed towards a fifty. It was Nick Bailey who broke up the partnership, winning yet another LBW decision with the score at 109. Johnston followed, picked up by Daniel Yarnley as he drove gently to Ash Quinn at mid off. Pereira had just reached his fifty when the seventh wicket fell. The previously missing Wilmaseena joined Pereira and together, they put on a useful 47 runs. They were only separated by an outstanding piece of fielding by Ash Quinn who ran twenty yards from deep square leg to deep mid wicket, dive and hold a one handed catch inches from the ground to get rid of Pereira for a well made 79. Nick Bailey and Daniel Yarnley then wrapped up the innings, picking up the last two wickets without conceding a run. Bailey had two wickets in two balls but number 11, Smit, kept out the hat-trick delivery and then Ash Quinn held his third catch of the game when Stewart heaved to long off. Old Wimbledonians finished on 161 all out with over seven overs still to play.
This was a wonderful victory by Chessington. The umpires threatened to win the man of the match award with nine victims overall. However, it was Chessington’s more disciplined bowling (only five wides compared to 41 extras given away by Old Wimbledonians) and, no doubt, the fact that they had ten fielders which won the day.
