RAIN RUINS CONTEST
Match Summary.

Old Rutlishians 202 for 9 (55 overs) – 

Chessington 94 for 1 (24.2 overs) – Conor Young 63* 

Result: Chessington winning draw
Report.
For the third week on the trot, Chessington were on the road, although this time the distance was not great as the opposition were Old Rutlishians. The dire start to the season saw Chessington make several changes. Alex Yarnley and Nick Bailey did not make the starting XI although Daniel Yarnley did despite his broken finger. Chris Connelly had earned his chance and Matt Aldiss returned from injury.

The day started sunny but the forecast was for heavy showers later in the day. Chessington won the toss and decided to field first. The wicket was damp and the outfield extremely bumpy but quick. Ash Quinn and Dhillon Woutersz took the new ball with Saleem and Pemberton opening the innings for Old Rutlishians. It was quickly obvious that the wicket was seaming as both Quinn and Woutersz had the Old Rutlishian batsmen playing and missing regularly. It was one of those oddities that the batsmen did not change ends for the first ten overs with Saleem facing Quinn and Pemberton facing Woutersz. Runs came slowly and the main scoring area was down to Third man via edges. Having finally swapped ends, it was Pemberton who succumbed to Quinn, LBW. The score was 29 for one in the thirteenth over. This brought Riches to the crease and he and Saleem built the innings. Riches enjoyed picking up the bowlers through the midwicket area whereas Saleem continued to battle gamely. Quinn was bowling a mesmerising spell whilst Woutersz was replaced by Andy Robson. Robson’s second over went for 13 in a rare moment of batting freedom but, thereafter, settled down to keep things quiet. Quinn continued to provide the Old Rutlishian batsmen with problems that they rarely looked like solving and was extremely unlucky not to add to his one wicket. Indeed, he had the easiest catch of the season dropped, when Riches gently lobbed one in to the covers only to see it dropped. Robson was to provide the next breakthrough, firstly trapping Saleem LBW with one that stayed a little low and then having Dolben caught by Woutersz at mid off as he tried a one handed drive. Riches continued to find runs through the midwicket and square leg areas and reached his fifty from 79 balls, whilst Mohammed gave him support. Chessington decided to turn to spin. Daniel Yarnley replaced the outstanding Quinn (Seventeen overs, one for 37) and Richard Singleton came on for Andy Robson. Old Rutlishians  continued to struggle to raise their run rate, which remained at around the three per over. Suddenly, the pressure told and Chessington picked up wickets. It was Daniel Yarnley who was the first recipient, Mohammed caught behind by the juggling Conor Young. He was quickly followed by another Saleem (run out by Sam Robinson with both batsmen midwicket) and then Riches clipped Yarnley to Paul Willis at midwicket for a well made 67. Richard Singleton joined the act when he had a busy Cooper stumped by Conor Young having dragged his foot out of the crease. This left skipper Foster with the tail. Foster had looked uncomfortable against the spin but to the surprise of the scorebox and spectators around, Chessington decided to revert to their opening bowlers. Immediately, the quicker pace of the bowlers saw the ball race to the boundary more regularly. Foster was able to take the score from 150 to 202 although Ash Quinn and Dhillon Woutersz did take a wicket apiece. Old Rutlishians finished on 202 for nine after 55 overs, leaving Chessington a maximum of 45 overs to chase the target down.   
Ash Quinn had been superb although his figures (two for 63 from 21 overs) did not really reflect the problems that he posed. He was backed up by Andy Robson (two for 37) and Daniel Yarnley (two for 19). Chessington had fielded extremely well on a very difficult surface. There were one or two misfields and the extraordinary sight of seeing Ben Smith go down for the long barrier only to see the ball hit a manhole cover or something similar and the ball clear him by a good six feet! Apart from one horror drop, there were two more difficult chances put down. 
There must have been something in the air at Old Rutlishians this day. Throughout the afternoon, the sparrows were particularly brave and, dare I say it, randy. It was a regular sight to see numerous males trying their luck on a single female who happened to land in the vicinity. Tea was top notch with freshly made cakes going down extremely well. 

Chessington’s innings began with a completely new partnership. Daniel Yarnley’s broken finger meant that he would bat only if necessary. Therefore, Chris Connelly and Conor Young went to the middle together. Old Rutlishians decided to take the old ball and see if their left arm slowies could prise out some wickets. Chris Connelly struggled although not helped by his partner’s refusal to take singles, whereas Conor Young started confidently. The black clouds had arrived although the threatened rain did not at this point. Chessington started quietly and it was not long before Connelly was undone by Khan, caught by the wicketkeeper Foster. This brought the in-form Ben Smith to the crease. Like Chris Connelly, he started very slowly but with Conor Young scoring freely at the other end, Chessington were building the basis of a good chase. Having tried spin for 17 overs, Old Rutlishians decided to take the new ball and introduce their seamers. It was A. Saleem and Cooper who were entrusted with this but, all it achieved was to kick start Ben Smith. Saleems’s first over saw three boundaries and the same happened in Cooper’s second over. Suddenly, Chessington were surging towards the hundred. Conor Young had flown past his fifty (in just 52 balls) although he was dropped of consecutive deliveries shortly afterwards. Cooper was the unlucky bowler with the first drop being as horrendous as the one in the first innings. Just as things seemed to be going Chessington’s way, the rain came. The first break was for a few minutes. The teams returned but lightening and thunder was all round the ground. Two overs later, the umpires made the sensible call to bring the players off. Although it was not raining at the time, the thunder and lightening was overhead and the rain did arrive shortly afterwards. That was that. Chessington’s innings closed at 94 for one after 24.2 overs. Conor Young was unbeaten on 63 and Ben Smith on 27. 

Had the rain stayed away, Chessington were confident that they had the basis for a successful run chase. A winning draw was some consolation, although it may take a little while for that to be appreciated.

Once again, this was a much improved performance, particularly with the bat. One can only hope that the first league victory of the season is not too far away. 
