PROMOTED
Match Summary.

Mitcham 105 all out (33.5 overs) – L. Carter 3 for 35, A. Robson 3 for 26
Chessington 106 for 1 (19.1 overs) – A. Yarnley 56*, C. Norton 36

Result: Chessington – win
Report.
The season had boiled down to this. Chessington win their final game and promotion is assured, lose it and it will be in the hands of others. There could be no excuses. The full squad, bar the injured Andy White, were available. The last game was home match against Mitcham, who themselves needed to win to guarantee against sliding into Division 4. The weather was set fair and the pitch was another beauty with a fast outfield. 
Skipper, Paul Willis decided to bring back Niall Stewart and Chris Norton for the unfortunate duo of Richard Cook and Steve Tyson. Coach, Bob Cook, brought his flair and imagination into play by devising a new warm up session and new fielding drills. It was disappointing not to see more Chessington spectators to cheer the team on although stalwarts, Rene Watling and Charlie Lewin, took up their seats to watch events unfold. Mitcham had brought several spectators of their own as they looked to thwart the Chessington plan.

The first part of which, and there is no great surprise at this, went the way of Mitcham as they won the toss and decided to take first opportunity to bat. The general feeling about this is to score as many runs as possible and see ‘scoreboard’ pressure take its toll on the team batting second. Chessington took the field and gave the new ball to Luke Carter and Andy Robson. You had to take your seats early in order not to miss the action. Luke Carter’s first two balls saw Mitcham opener, Saville, play and miss outside the off stump. His third ball was straighter and thumped into the pads. A huge appeal followed and the umpire’s finger was raised. A magnificent start by Chessington. Robson, at the other end, started with two very tidy overs, whilst Blignaut showed aggressive intent with a couple of boundaries. Fortunately for Chessington, his innings was cut short by a ‘yes, no, bother’ call. The other Mitcham opener, Patel, had yet to open his account. Facing Robson, he played the ball directly to Luke Carter at cover point. Suddenly, confusion reigned as the batsmen went for a quick single (which was never on), stopped, started and then surrendered. Carter whipped his throw to keeper Graham Francis who was about to throw it to the bowler’s end when he was made aware that both batsmen were stranded in the middle of the pitch. He calmly removed the bails and it was the unfortunate Blignaut who had to go. Thereafter, the Mitcham innings went into freefall against good, accurate bowling from Carter and Robson. Patel finally got off the mark; Williams hit Robson over his head for a four before getting bogged down. Pressure told as he tried a big shot against Carter and missed. Carter did not. The score was 23 for 3. The skipper, Day, was next in. Patel hogged the strike for three overs before Day faced his first delivery. It was to prove to be his last as well. Robson was the bowler and Day left it. Once again, the stumps intervened and Mitcham were 33 for 4. Patel was the next to go as he tried driving Carter, completely mistimed it and was held by Chris Norton, diving forward, at cover point. Things did not get better for Mitcham. Andy Robson finally got his just reward when Graham Francis executed the smartest of stumpings as Smith unwisely dragged his back foot out of his crease. Then Byrne went, in the same over, as Robson won an LBW shout. The only issue at this point was the number of wides, once again, being bowled. With the score at 50 for 7, Willis decided to bowl out his two opening bowlers. Carter’s last over put a small dent in his excellent figures (3 for 35), whilst Robson continued to bowl tightly and had the superb figures of 3 for 26. Tadgh Randall replaced Carter and he too caught the wide bug. Nonetheless, his first over also brought about a wicket as he was too quick for Jones. Jones and Meade had added 16 which, at this point, was the highest partnership of the innings. Meade was then joined by Rogerson and they added a further 15 before Richard Singleton, who had replaced Robson, produced an absolute beauty which turned, bounced, caught the edge and was held by Daniel Yarnley at first slip. Rogerson was the unfortunate recipient. The score was now 81 for 9. Could Chessington bowl Mitcham out for less than 100? Meade had been playing well and, in partnership with the dogged Williams, slowly inched the score towards this mark. Willis, who had earlier dropped Patel off Carter’s bowling, also dropped Meade twice. Both were off Singleton as he tried to flat bat short balls through the covers. Would this be costly? Singleton finally got his revenge when Meade tried to smash one back over his head. It was Singleton’s quicker ball and the stumps were rearranged as Meade missed. The final total was 105 after just 33 overs and five balls. Singleton finished with 2 for 16, whilst Randall had 1 for 12 and Daniel Yarnley went wicketless in his four overs.
Part one was complete. Chessington were delighted that they had bowled Mitcham out for such a low score. Sensible batting was now required. The ball was seaming and swinging. The slower bowlers had also managed to extract some turn. There was also the memory of Chessington’s disastrous chase against a low Mitcham total last year. By wrapping the innings up so early, tea was not ready. The umpires and captains agreed to turn the innings around straight away and that tea would be taken after 25 overs of the Chessington innings. 

Alex Yarnley and Chris Norton opened the batting for Chessington. It was Smith and Day who had the honours for Mitcham. Day was well known to Chessington as last year, he decimated the Chessington batting in both games. What nerves Chessington may have had were quickly dispelled as Yarnley crashed two drives through the off side in the first over and then Yarnley and Norton milked Day for eight runs in the second over. Thereafter, the run chase gathered momentum. Chessington’s batsmen were rarely troubled and every bad ball was put away with authority. Yarnley, in particular, looked in very good touch as he drove through the covers with power. Norton, too, timed the ball effortlessly, especially when the Mitcham bowlers dropped short. A huge six off Day was one such shot. They quickly took the score past the fifty mark. Mitcham replaced Smith with Blignaut but this failed to disturb either Norton or Yarnley. As the score rose, Norton started to play shots to almost every ball. The score had reached 90 when his mistimed drive off Blignaut looped to mid on. Luke Carter came in and nursed Yarnley past his fifty and the winning total was reached in the next over. The innings had taken just 19 overs and one ball. Alex Yarnley finished unbeaten on 56, Chris Norton made 36 and Luke Carter was 5 not out. 
There was one curiosity during the Chessington innings. At one point, the umpires queried the score. They had it two less than the scorers. When they came across to double check, the scorers both looked at the over in question. It turned out that the scorers were correct and the umpires had made a mistake. There is a certain satisfaction, a bit like correcting teacher at school, when this happens!
It was an emphatic, no arguments victory. To some extent, it was almost anti climatic as the game was done and dusted before tea! Many of the Chessington supporters had arrived only to find that few runs were needed for victory. Andy White had to run/hobble around to see the final denouement. The teas were sumptuous. This was tea lady, Heidi Langrish’s final tea. She was determined to outdo Farncombe and she did indeed do that. Not only was the table heaving with sandwiches, rolls, pizzas and the such like, there was a veritable feast of cakes, scones, and bread pudding to choose from. It was probably as well that the game had finished as it is questionable whether the players would have been able to continue after gorging themselves on the goodies.

The promotion party started soon afterwards. A Mexican themed evening had been proposed. There was Chili, Fajitas and other Mexican food on offer and a number of people really joined in with the idea. Drinks were consumed at a ridiculous rate and there were some very drunk individuals by the evening’s end. Fond and sad goodbyes were said to our overseas, Luke Carter, who returns to Australia on Monday and to Chris Norton, who emigrates to New Zealand with his girlfriend, Fi, during the next week. Everyone at Chessington Cricket Club wishes them all a very safe journey and hope that they stay in touch. There were even several birthdays to celebrate. 

Chessington was buzzing. There is a Sunday league final to be played the next day. I am not certain that everyone playing will be in the fittest state but a further celebration will, I am sure, be welcomed.
Congratulations to Paul Willis and his team for a well deserved promotion. Eighteen players appeared in the First Team this year and all played their part. 

