SMASH AND GRAB BAILEY NABS POLICE
Match Summary.

Metropolitan Police 201 for 9 (50 overs) – D. Yarnley 3 for 34
Chessington 203 for 8 (48.5 overs) – A. Yarnley 37, D. Yarnley 35, N. Bailey 44*
Result: Chessington – win
Report.
With everything to play for, Chessington went into their penultimate league game placed second. This was their last game on the road and they did not have to travel far as their opponents were the Metropolitan Police side. Earlier in the season, the Police looked as if they were going to be strong contenders for promotion. However, a poor second half of the season has seen them plummet to the bottom half of the league, although very safe from relegation. Chessington had lost two players from the previous week with Niall Stewart and Chris Norton unavailable. In came the fit again Tadgh Randall and a first start of the season for Steve Tyson who has scored a stack full of runs for the Second XI (or the Panthers, as they like to be called).

It was a warm day with clouds scudding across the sky. The wicket looked a beauty with plenty of runs in it, the outfield looked lightening fast and, as if that was not enough for bowlers and fielders alike, the outfield also looked bobbly. The previous evening had seen Chessington Cricket Club organise an evening at the dogs at Wimbledon. Many of the first team went and, naturally enough, there were winners and losers. One such loser was our Australian, Luke Carter. It had not been a great week for Carter as he had to endure the Ashes heading back to where they rightfully belong, although he managed to arrange to miss this by going to see Fulham v Chelsea. Apparently, Fulham were absolutely rubbish. Back to the dogs, Carter had no better luck there either. Let us hope that his week improves dramatically!

Skipper, Paul Willis’s run of winning the toss came to an end and the Police decided that they would bat first. The August Bank Holiday is usually a very good time to play the Police as they are normally engaged in various activities such as policing the Notting Hill Carnival and various other events. Unfortunately for Chessington, it appeared that this year, it had worked out that the vast majority of their first XI were available. Therefore, there can be no suggestions that, if Chessington were to win, it was against a weakened side. The destructive Mayer opened the Police innings with the classy Turner. Luke Carter and, perhaps surprisingly, Andy Robson took the new ball for Chessington. The bowlers quickly settled into good lines and lengths with only one run, a wide, coming from the first two overs. Then Mayer found his range and the pre game prediction of a good track, fast and bobbly outfield started to materialise. When the ball beat the infield, it was inevitably four. Mayer did get lucky on a couple of occasions but he scored at a run a ball. Turner, more orthodox but more secure, initially struggled to find any gaps. The score had reached 32 in the eighth over when Robson struck. Mayer was the first to go, guiding a drive to Paul Willis in the gully area. Next ball saw Saleem go, bowled playing over one. It was not to be Saleem’s day. He had already spent a long time in the nets. Immediately after his innings, he returned to the nets and stayed there for about three hours. Porter joined Turner and they kept the score ticking along at about four an over. Robson and Carter kept things under control by bowling full and straight. The introduction of Richard Singleton brought about the next wicket. His first ball was short and put away for four. His sixth ball saw Turner play a forward defensive only to see the ball trickle backwards and have just enough energy to knock the bails off. This left the Police at 57 for three after 15 overs. It was Singleton who picked up the next wicket as well. Porter, in attempting to sweep him, got too far across and watched the ball hit his stumps behind his legs. At 70 for 4, the Police were in a bit of trouble and needed two batsmen to put together a partnership. Robson was bowled through for a very tidy spell of 2 for 40. Daniel Yarnley replaced him and the two spinners things very tight. It was Greig and Dows who now had the responsibility of trying to resurrect the innings. The next five overs saw just eight runs being scored as Chessington tightened the screw. However, the drinks break seemed to break Chessington’s concentration as Singleton, in particular, lost his line. Two fours were hit in his sixth over and he followed that by conceding eight wides in his next over. It was time for a change. Tadgh Randall had been held back but he was now unleashed on the Police batsmen. Bowling at good pace, he quickly found his lines and the Police batsmen struggled to get him away. Another eight overs went with only twelve runs being scored. The Police were had just 118 after 34 overs. The left arm spin of Alex Yarnley was experimented with but to no avail. After an important but slow partnership of 62, it was Randall who achieved the next breakthrough. Dows impatience saw him attempting to drive Randall but only succeeded in floating the ball to Willis at mid off. Jayasinghe joined Greig and they brought more urgency to the innings. Greig passed his solid fifty and they put on 42 runs before Daniel Yarnley pinned Jayasinghe on the back foot and won the LBW shout. Now wickets came quickly as the Police batsmen tried to accelerate the scoring over the last five overs. Next to go was Greig, well held by Randall at long on off Carter for a very important 67. Then Holman was superbly caught at deep midwicket by the diving Carter off Daniel Yarnley. Yarnley got his third victim, courtesy of a Graham Francis stumping as Bennet unwisely left his crease. Some fine late blows by last man Dayes saw the Police set a total of 201 for Chessington to chase. The spinners had bowled splendidly for Chessington. Between them, they had bowled twenty overs for 71 runs and five wickets. Tadgh Randall should also be proud of his efforts with figures of 1 for 26 in eight overs. The track and outfield suggested that this was an under par score but still needed to be chased carefully.

With little of note happening during the tea interval, bar Graham Francis finding himself sitting on a particularly wet Egg Mayo sandwich. The stain left on his shorts was not something that his wife would be proud of! 

With both Andy White (injured) and Chris Norton (wedding) unavailable, Alex Yarnley had a new opening partner in Steve Tyson. In chasing small to medium scores, it is always important to get off to a solid start. That is precisely what Chessington failed to do. Tyson went in the first over, edging behind when trying to drive through the covers. Worse was to come with the in form Luke Carter going first ball in the next over, cleaned up by Dayes. Four for two was not the start that Chessington had envisaged or hoped for. Perhaps the wicket had unseen demons in it? No. The Police batsmen had failed to take advantage and now Chessington were doing the same. The Yarnley brothers, Alex and Daniel, now tried to put the innings back on track. Alex was his usual solid self. Daniel. Too, started solidly and they kept risks to a minimum. Dayes, in particular, was bowling well and troubled all the batsmen. Fretwell was played with more comfort. Daniel Yarnley unleashed some lovely straight drives as he slowly took the attack to trhe opposition. Fretwell was replaced by Greig and runs started to come more easily as the brothers continued on their rebuilding. They had just passed their fifty partnership when Daniel Yarnley clipped a legside half volley from Greig straight to Mayer at square leg. This put Chessington on the back foot again. Skipper, Paul Willis, joined Alex Yarnley and they continued in a watchful manner. Dayes was bowled through (1 for 27). It was the introduction of Turner that brought about controversy and left Chessington struggling. With the scoring table exactly level with the front foot crease, it was very obvious that Turner was bowling large no-balls. Both scorers could see this clearly, as could the Chessington players on the sidelines and the non striker. Despite asking the umpire to keep an eye on this, he failed to call any bar two, even though about half the deliveries were illegal. It was one such delivery that accounted for Alex Yarnley who was adjudged LBW for 37. The Chessington innings was travelling down very similar lines to that of the Police. The respective scores at the 25 overs drinks break were Chessington 94 for 4 and Metropolitan Police 95 for 4. Could Chessington find two batsmen to put together a match winning partnership. Unfortunately, the Chessington innings plummeted as first Richard Cook went, caught at mid on off Turner, and then Paul Willis was given LBW for a fighting 25. Even from the sidelines, this looked a harsh decision but, as a batsman, sometimes you just have to live with these things. The score was a distinctly shaky 121 for 6 in the 32nd over. Although Chessington had lifted their run rate above the Police’s, they had now lost two more wickets. It is as well that Chessington does have a strong and deep batting order. Andy Robson and Nick Bailey were now at the crease. The two players started to put pressure on the Police bowlers and fielders by taking quick singles and pressurising the outfielders with turning ones into twos whenever a fumble occurred. They had added 28 runs at a decent rate when Bailey left Robson high and dry with his call for a single when hitting it straight to cover. Robson was not in the frame and, yet again, Chessington added to the pressure on themselves. Bailey was playing a most un-Bailey like innings. There were a lot of defensive shots in his innings as he tried to be very selective about the balls that he hit. It was working too. Graham Francis, already with one league fifty to his name, joined Bailey and they continued to keep risks to a minimum and hustled the fielders superbly. The bowling was in the hands of Dows and Turner. Turner had got wickets but was also proving to be expensive. Dows kept things tight from his end. The Chessington pair started to run the field ragged as Fretwell replaced Turner for the final eight overs. The score kept ticking over. Fifty needed, then forty, then thirty and so on. The partnership was finally broken with just ten runs needed off three overs. It was another LBW decision and Francis was the unfortunate batsman. His twenty, however, was invaluable in a partnership of 43. Tadgh Randall played out the rest of the over. Bailey was now facing Dows with just two overs to go. The Police still fancied winning, just two more wickets were required. The first ball was outside off stump. Bailey drove hard, the cover fielder missed it and the ball raced to the boundary. Three dot balls followed. The fifth ball was floated up, Bailey reverted to type and the ball soared over the sightscreen for a huge six. The roar when Bailey hit it, from the man itself, told you all that you needed to know about the connection. Chessington had sneaked home by two wickets with just seven balls remaining. 

Both sides had bowled superbly. Neither side had batted particularly well although Chessington’s strength in depth had seen them home eventually. The game had been played in excellent spirit, with both sides giving it their all. Bailey had finished with 44 not out and had used all of his experience and skill to see the side home. If you could bottle up his enthusiasm, belief and general commitment, you would not have anything to worry about during this credit crunch. His attitude should be a must see lesson for all players, young and old.

I understand that the Hawaiian party at the club that evening was a rip roaring success. I also understand that Luke Carter looked superb in his England get up, his prize for Australia losing the Ashes. 

It now boils down to one game, next week. Win it and Chessington get promotion. Lose it and there will be a nervous wait for the outcome of Ashford’s game against Worcester Park. Once again, let us hope that the weather remains kind and that the results are down to what happens on the pitch and not who can dodge the showers the best.        
