CHESSINGTON LOSE THRILLER
Match Summary.

Chessington 217 all out (48.3 overs) – Ben Smith 79, Ash Quinn 38
Horsley & Send 218 for 8 (49.4 overs) – Dhillon Woutersz 3 for 63, Richard Singleton 3 for 20  
Result: Horsley & Send won by 2 wickets
Report.
It was welcome home for the Saturday First XI after their travels so far this season. The weather was cloudy and very breezy with a forecast of showers at some point. Horsley & Send were the visitors and the home team were determined to put last week’s performance well and truly behind them. There was just one change to the previous week’s side, Matt Aldiss picking up a toe injury playing football. Therefore, Richard Cook was recalled and Conor Young donned the wicketkeeper gloves.

Horsley & Send won the toss and asked Chessington to bat first. Alex and Daniel Yarnley opened the innings for Chessington whilst the visitors had Gayle and Khan to lead their bowling attack. The initial field was intriguing as there was no fine leg or third man. This meant that the two bowlers needed to bowl very straight. The first wicket was not long in coming and was very bizarre in nature. Alex Yarnley was facing Khan, played and missed at a delivery and then stood there practicing his shot. The keeper, realising that he was out of his ground, threw the ball at the stumps and hit them. Run out by the keeper standing back!! It is not just back to basics that the Chessington opener needs to go but back to fundamentals! After this shock, Daniel Yarnley and Ben Smith settled down. They took advantage of the lack of the fine leg and third man ensuring that Horsley & Send revised their field accordingly. Gayle and Khan bowled tidily and the initial scoring rate was slow. Nonetheless, Smith in particular took every opportunity to punish bad balls. They took the score to fifty in the fifteenth over. Horsley & Send decided to change tack and brought on spinners. Initially, it was Shah and Kael with Shah bowling leg spin and Kael, flat off spin. Momentum slowly moved to the batting side. Gul was also introduced and it was he who made the breakthrough. The pair had added 80 runs when Daniel Yarnley edged Gul to the keeper. Yarnley had made a defiant 28. Ben Smith continued and passed an excellent fifty in just 61 balls. Unfortunately, the innings was then undermined by Chessington batsmen being over ambitious on a good wicket which stayed a touch low. Paul Willis was the next to go. He had just hit a lovely straight four when, next ball, he charges Gul and edges him to the keeper. It could just as easily have been stumped. Conor Young did not last long, very well held by a diving Horsley & Send skipper at mid wicket giving Shah his first. Shah then bowled Richard Cook who was trying to pull a ball that was nowhere near short enough for the shot. Ben Smith’s fine innings came to an inappropriate end when he too was bowled pulling at Hussain’s first delivery. Smith had made 79 in good time but the innings was stalling at 140 for 6 in the 37th over.That became 158 for seven when Andy Robson was yorked by Khalid for eight. The question was, could Chessington see out the 50 overs and would they be able to make much use of them. Ash Quinn was in and was joined by Dhillon Woutersz. These two showed common sense as they put together a useful 35. Quinn showed some lovely timing whilst Woutersz rotated the strike sensibly. It was the returning Kael who gained an LBW decision against Woutersz that separated the pair. With four overs to go, Quinn tried to get Chessington to a par score. Kael last over went for 13, spoiling his figures a little but Gayle had the last laugh. He had Quinn caught at long off for a fine 38 and then bowled Richard Singleton in the same over. Chessington had reached 217 but were all out with nine balls unused. This appeared to be a par score but would the home team live to regret to failure to use up their full quota of overs?

Horsley & Send opened with McDonald and S. Hussain. However, it was Chessington who had the dream start as Ash Quinn beat McDonald all ends up and bowled him without score. After a quiet maiden from Dhillon Woutersz, the innings went from stuttering first gear to overdrive in one switch. Ash Quinn’s second over saw Hussain smash his first four balls to the boundary. Powerful, aerial drives left fielders helpless. It was followed by the curse of Chessington bowlers, the wide. Seventeen runs from the over. Hussain had not finished. On getting to the other end, he drove Woutersz for another boundary before his adventurous innings ended with him being well held by a diving Quinn at mid on. As you can imagine, this really kick started the visitor’s innings and Kael and Elliott were able to keep the momentum going. After just nine overs the score stood at 61. It was time for a change and skipper, Paul Willis, called on his spinners, Richard Singleton and Daniel Yarnley. Immediately, they brought things back under control. The scoring slowed down considerably and then wickets began to fall. It was Elliott who was first to go, caught by Daniel Yarnley at slip, via keeper Conor Young’s gloves off Richard Singleton. It was Singleton who was proving to be the more dangerous and he soon accounted for Gul by the same combination. Then S. Khan missed sweeping a full toss and was adjudged LBW. Chessington now had Horsley & Send 93 for five after 22 overs. Kael was still there, looking secure but in need of a reliable partner. Shah joined him and they cautiously moved the score along. Singleton was bowled out with figures of three for 20 in his ten overs. A top spell which had put Chessington back in to the game. Matt Robinson replaced Daniel Yarnley whilst Andy Robson replaced Singleton as Paul Willis switched his bowlers around looking for another breakthrough. It was Andy Robson who achieved it, winning an LBW verdict for the crucial wicket of Kael. He had made 57 and, at 119 for 6, Chessington had the advantage. In came the Horsley & Send skipper, J. Khan, to join Shah. They settled down to put the innings on track. Initially, scoring was slow but Chessington could not find another wicket no matter what they tried. Shah looked edgy and dealt mainly in singles. Khan, using his experience, began slowly but started to accelerate as the overs went by. Chessington did not help themselves as they regularly relieved pressure by bowling wides. These two batsmen were wrestling the initiative away from Chessington. Dhillon Woutersz was brought back in to the attack and he found an absolute gem to get rid of Shah, bowled off stump. Could Chessington wrap things up. Gayle, who had joined his skipper, seemed to want to deal exclusively in extravagant shots although he failed to hit too many. However, he calmed down and Khan started to wind up for a final assault on the winning score. By now, the bowling was back in the hands of the Chessington openers, Ash Quinn and Dhillon Woutersz. Khan took a liking to Woutersz and smashed him for two huge sixes. It was these blows which sealed Chessington’s fate. Woutersz did get Gayle, caught at deep mid wicket going for the winning boundary but Khan, keeping his cool, scored the winning run next ball with just two balls left. Khan had scored a superb, match winning 58 not out from just 63 balls. It was a fitting innings to win a tight contest. Chessington were left licking their wounds.

This was an excellent but flawed game. Chessington will look back and regret not batting out their overs. In such a tight game, even an extra nine runs from those nine balls may have made a difference. They will also look at the wides conceded and overthrows given away. Chessington had their chances. When Horsley & Send were 119 for six with their overseas back in the pavilion, they were certainly favourites. However, it should be stressed that this game was won by Horsley & Send and by their skipper, Khan, in particular rather than Chessington losing it. Further work is still required but this performance was certainly something in the right direction. 
