SCORER, WHEN SHOULD I DECLARE?
Match Summary.

Egham 224 for 9 (53 overs) – Richard Singleton 4 for 58 

Chessington 163 for 8 (47 overs) – Conor Young 45, Andy Robson 31
Result: Chessington losing draw
Report.
This was a vital game as Chessington hosted Egham, currently propping up the league. Could Chessington turn in a performance and get maximum points against the only side below them? Once again, there were changes to the team with Ben Smith and Chris Connelly returning, Joe Willcox and Nick Bailey making way. The week had been extremely wet and, therefore, it was no surprise to find a soft wicket and very slow outfield.
Chessington won the toss and decided to field first. Ash Quinn and Dhillon Woutersz opened proceedings for the home side whilst Main and Risk were the two players given responsibility to get Egham off to a solid start. For the first eleven overs, things progressed slowly. Woutersz gained an early breakthrough, Risk well held by wicketkeeper Conor Young. However, Egham’s numbers three, four and five decided to attack the bowling, so much so that the hundred was posted in the 22nd over. They all went at better than a run a ball, they all reached 30 plus but none went on to a bigger score. Khalid, Egham’s skipper, made 31 in 25 balls. He appeared to get very agitated with Chessington’s Ash Quinn and it needed 17 year’s old Main to push him back to his end to continue his innings. Quinn had his revenge when he won an LBW decision which Khalid did not agree with. Tindall scored his 30 in similar vein but he and Main were dismissed in quick succession, Main caught in the covers off Quinn and Tindall picking out Daniel Yarnley on the long on boundary with a skimming drive. Yadav’s 38 was also scored in quick time before being caught behind off Singleton. Egham’s score had reached 140 by the 32nd over but they had lost five wickets. Was this the launch pad for Egham to go on to a big score or could Chessington dismiss the rest of the batting to keep the chase straightforward. By this stage, Chessington had turned to the spin of Richard Singleton and Daniel Yarnley. The sixth wicket was not long in coming as Bouch came down the track to Singleton, missed the turning ball and Conor Young completed a smart stumping. This brought Kadam and Baldry together. Initially, they struggled to score as the next four overs produced just two runs and nine overs just twenty runs. However, they hung in there and Chessington were not able to separate them. Chessington experimented by bringing Dhillon Woutersz back in to the attack but this proved to be a mistake as his second over went for fifteen runs. Kadam and Baldry put a very useful 52 run partnership together before Richard Singleton enticed Kadam down the track and had him stumped. Baldry added a few more lusty blows before Daniel Yarnley was rewarded for his accuracy by bowling him and then Kaltner was run out by Richard Singleton as Egham declared at 224 for eight after 53 overs.

Egham had batted well, benefiting from probably Chessington’s worst bowling performance of the year. There were far too many full tosses and long hops which the Egham batsmen gladly fed upon. Richard Singleton had the best figures, four for 58 from 14 overs. The Egham scorecard showed that the majority of their batsmen had contributed even though no-one went beyond 38. The ball was now in Chessington’s court as they had 47 overs in which to chase the total down. There were two curious incidents during the Egham innings that are worth recording. The first is that the Chessington scorebox, inline with the vast majority of club scoreboxes, is a small little building designed for two people. In this case myself and the Egham scorer, Debbie. Therefore, when one of the Egham players pops his head in and asks, in all seriousness, which one of us is Debbie, it was difficult to say who was most surprised, shocked, perhaps even a little concerned. The second incident happened as the Egham innings was coming to the end. It appears that the Egham skipper requires advice on when to declare from his scorer as he continually popped his head in for her view. Perhaps, even more surprisingly, is that this individual has played first class cricket and even been on an England A tour, so I was reliably informed. Strange then that he did not seem to know what to do when it came to declaring.  

Chessington decided to tweak their batting order. Daniel Yarnley’s broken finger was now sufficiently mended to enable him to take a more prominent position in the order and it was decided to open with him and Conor Young. Egham opted to start with the old ball and two spinners, Khalid and Hussain. The experiment with the old ball did not really work as both Yarnley and Young got off to a quick start, Young smashing Hussain back over his head for six. By the eighth over, the new ball was taken and Yadav and Kaltner were called up. After ten overs, Chessington had cruised to 43 with Conor Young, in particular, looking very comfortable. The eleventh saw things change dramatically. Kaltner was the bowler and he quickly accounted for Daniel Yarnley (LBW) and then followed by bowling Ben Smith with a brute of a delivery, rising from a length and hitting his gloves before falling gently to the ground and having just enough energy to remove the bails. Andy Robson joined Conor Young and in their contrasting styles, tried to put the innings back on track. Conor Young was still timing the ball well, Andy Robson dug in to give his partner secure backing. They carried the innings to the 17th over when lightening struck twice with Kaltner again picking up two wickets in an over. Conor Young was yorked for a well made 45 and then Chris Connelly was bowled first ball. Chessington had sunk to 66 for four. The next eleven overs saw just ten runs added and Ash Quinn went LBW to his first innings adversary, Khalid. Alex Yarnley and Andy Robson tried to batten down the hatches and get Chessington to a point where they could, perhaps, make a little dash for a winning draw target. The win now seemed way out of their reach. Egham continued to ring the changes with their bowlers. This was sensible tactics, trying to make things happen and not letting the batsmen get used to any one bowler. Kaltner had got his four wickets for a cost of just ten runs. The next ten overs saw Chessington steady their innings and with just ten overs left, they decided to change gear and see if they could get near the winning draw target. Alex Yarnley perished as he went for the maximum over the bowler only to get more height than required and was held at mid on. Dhillon Woutersz was sent in on a mission which he delivered. His second ball went soaring for six and he very quickly mustered 23 from just a dozen deliveries before he tried one too many ambitious drives and was bowled by the returning Kaltner. That really was the last chance for Chessington. Andy Robson’s battling innings of 31 came to an end soon afterwards, bowled by Khalid’s quicker ball and Matt Aldiss and skipper Paul Willis saw Chessington safely through to the conclusion. Kalner’s five for 39 was the stand out bowling figures, backed by Khalid (three for 47).
You cannot fault the battling qualities that Chessington have. However, single points will not be enough to keep the side in this division. Egham were the better side on this day but only gained four points which keeps them, for the moment, bottom of the table. Chessington remain just ahead.  
