CHESSINGTON SURVIVE O’LEARY FIREWORKS
Match Summary.

Churt 180 for 9 (55 overs) – Daniel Yarnley 5 for 62 

Chessington 140 for 9 (50 overs) – Conor Young 45

Result: Chessington losing draw
Report.
The first of the return games was this week’s event with Chessington entertaining Churt. The day dawned bright although would become overcast after tea. Yet again, Chessington had to make changes to their line up as both Chris Connelly and Ben Smith were unavailable. In came Andy Robson, returning after his holiday, and Joe Willcox, for his debut.
Chessington won the toss and decided to field first. As usual, Ash Quinn and Dhillon Woutersz opened the bowling with A. Marshall and D. Higgins facing. The game got off to a very slow start with just one run scored in the first four overs. It was Higgins who showed the first sign of aggression with the day’s first boundary. Nonetheless, the Chessington seamers kept things tight. Dhillon Woutersz grabbed the first wicket, getting Marshall to drive a little early and Paul Willis held a juggling catch at short mid off. Higgins tried to up the pace and hit Woutersz for one six. However, neither he nor Larkin looked completely at home. Larkin was defeated by Woutersz, his stumps knocked back. This brought Thomas to join Higgins. Whilst Thomas looked in great touch, one back foot drive past mid on was the shot of the day, Higgins continued with his curious innings of quick singles, mis hit heaves and general playing and missing. Chessington moved to their spinners and it was Daniel Yarnley who achieved the next breakthrough, enticing Thomas to edge to wicketkeeper Conor Young for a well made 40. The third wicket pair had added 59 runs to leave Churt handily placed at 101 for three in the 31st over. However, the Chessington spinners now invoked a bit of a collapse as the score moved to 117 for six. Daniel Yarnley bowling both R. Marshall and Power whilst Richard Singleton had A. Higgins caught by Ash Quinn at point as he tried to cut. D. Higgins passed his dogged fifty, taking 107 balls, although none of the Churt players were aware as they had no scorer, be it one of the players or a volunteer, and took little interest in what was happening. Richard Singleton ended his innings of 62, bowling him as he tried to pull a ball far too full for the shot. There was some useful knocks by the late order, O’Leary (18) and Vyver (22*), who got the Churt total to 180 for nine in their 55 overs. Daniel Yarnley’s persistence saw him take two more wickets, one well judged by Paul Willis at long on and the other bowled, to finish with five for 62. He was backed up by Richard  Singleton (two for 44) and Dhillon Woutersz (two for 32).
Chessington should have been comfortable with this total. The wicket, whilst a little slow, was good and the outfield was quick. Chessington had fielded well and taken their catches. However, it was important that they got off to a decent start so that the innings had foundations.

In a replay of the Churt innings, Chessington’s openers (Conor Young and Matt Aldiss) struggled initially to score runs. It was the third over before the account was opened and then Matt Aldiss was bowled by O’Leary. Churt had opened with the old ball and a combination of seam (O’Leary) and spin (Power). O’Leary was quickly replaced by Thomas and this move brought quick dividends with the fall of Ash Quinn. It was a curious wicket as there was a half appeal which was quickly stifled only to see the umpire raise his finger, presumably for LBW although it appeared as if the withdrawn appeal was for caught behind before the ball was dropped. Chessington were 18 for two. Conor Young was batting extremely well, taking the attack to the Churt bowlers. Andy Robson settled in to anchor the innings and these two, in their contrasting styles pushed the score on. It took Robson 23 balls to get off the mark which meant that the baulk of the scoring was done by Young. The feature was his straight driving which saw the ball speed to the boundary. Just as Chessington were building the foundations, Conor Young was adjudged LBW trying to sweep Power for a very fine 45. This caused Chessington’s innings to stall and, for the next fifteen overs, it failed to go anywhere as just thirty runs were scored whilst losing four more wickets. The catalyst to all this was the return of O’Leary and the taking of the new ball. His action is a slightly more upright version of Malinga’s and his method of a mixture of full and short deliveries is not dissimilar either. It certainly left the Chessington middle order nonplussed. Joe Willcox and Alex Yarnley were adjudged LBW whilst Nick Bailey was comprehensively bowled. Between these, Andy Robson gloved a bouncer and was held by wicketkeeper Vyver. Chessington were now in trouble at 89 for seven. Suddenly, Chessington counter attacked. Paul Willis, Dhillon Woutersz and Richard Singleton all put bat to ball and saw a flurry of boundaries, most off the previously miserly O’Leary. In four overs he conceded 34 runs but, crucially, he took a further two wickets as both Woutersz (17) and Singleton (14) were bowled. With Chessington getting 50 overs back, a result of their excellent over rate in the first innings, Chessington decided to play out for a draw with Paul Willis and the injured Daniel Yarnley at the wicket. Daniel Yarnley is not the worst number 11, even batting one handed, and he looked very secure as he faced O’Leary. Paul Willis looked a little more uncertain facing spinner Power, who had bowled unchanged throughout the innings with great control. The final five overs were safely negotiated and Chessington finished on 140 for nine. O’Leary finished with the excellent figures of seven for 51 from 15 overs. There was some controversy as the Chessington batsmen at the non strikers end had noticed that he regularly overstepped the line but was not called for one no-ball. Indeed, at least one of the wickets was from a no-ball, apparently. However, this should not detract from either his performance or, indeed, from a disappointing Chessington batting show. As if this was not enough, Chessington were twice called for short runs, not that that had any effect in the final result.
At the end of the day, Chessington had managed to hold out for a draw. The innings stuttered for much of the afternoon and Chessington were unable to rotate the strike. Indeed, much of the innings was dot balls punctuated by the odd boundary. It was too easy for Churt to keep a lid on the innings and, Conor Young apart, no-one really challenged their ascendancy until it was too late. 
