ANOTHER DAMP AFFAIR
Match Summary.

Bank of England 173 for 9 (34 overs) – Ash Quinn 4 for 42
Chessington 67 for 5 (21 overs) – Ash Quinn 27*  
Result: Chessington losing draw
Report.
After three weeks on the road, Chessington returned to their home ground for a game against the Bank of England. As usual, there were changes to the line up. Andy Robson was on holiday and Sam Robinson preferred the attractions of Alton Towers. In hindsight, he was probably right. In came Niall Stewart and Alex Yarnley in their place.

The weather had been pretty awful all week, but the morning was bright and breezy. The anticipated covers had still not materialized, only about six weeks late so far, and the players looked at the track a little suspiciously. The warm ups went well until the Chessington players decided to do a mass slip catching routine in front of the scorebox, complete with occupant. The first ball smashing in to the wooden hut was ignored but the second resulted in Mount Vesuvius blowing and the Chessington team crept away in a naughty, guilty manner, much like many other five year olds when told off!

Chessington won the toss and decided to field. The game lasted a full five overs before black clouds dumped their considerable load all over Chessington. The storm was violent and the wickets soon had puddles across them. The storm lasted some time and when it abated, it was clear that the game would not restart very quickly. Several inspections took place, a few lighter showers threatened and tea was taken early. At 4:00pm, a decision was taken to restart. Bank of England would have a further 29 overs to bat (making 34 in total) and Chessington would have a minimum of 19 overs in return. The rules seem strange at this point as had the game gone the full distance, the overs split would be 55/45. However, in a shortened form, the team batting first have an overs advantage of 15! This seemed a little strange, to say the least. Even stranger is the fact that if Chessington only face the 19 overs, the game is treated as abandoned as the rules state that a winning draw can only be achieved if the team batting second faces twenty overs. Confused? So am I.
Nonetheless, the rules are what they are and the teams went out to restart. Bank of England had scored 20 runs in their initial five overs. On resumption, it seemed that they had decided to engage in some strange tactics as the first four overs were maidens and they lost two wickets in the process, both bowled by Ash Quinn. It was skipper Dickson, joining Chapman, who between them started to reinvigorate the innings. Quinn was bowling superbly, keeping things tight, but the batsmen found Dhillon Woutersz easier to score off. The pair took the score to 70 before Dickson was bowled trying to sweep Richard Singleton who had come on for Woutersz. Chapman had started to open up and, in Woutersz’s last over, swung him over long on for a six. Chapman and Williams continued the acceleration. Quinn continued to demand respect from the batsmen but Singleton kept dropping short too often. As the innings neared its end, Chessington gained wickets as the Bank of Englnad batsmen blazed away. Chapman reached his fifty, from 66 balls, was badly dropped in the covers and then left, very well held by a diving Paul Willis at deep square leg off the bowling of Singleton. He had made 69, with 4 fours and three sixes, and his partnership with Williams had raised 63 runs in just ten overs. Daniel Yarnley was introduced and his short four over spell saw three sixes hit, two wickets (both stumped as they came down the track swinging) and two half chances missed. Dhillon Woutersz and Ash Quinn returned to finish the innings and gained useful late wickets. A final total of 173 for nine wickets in 34 overs was setting Chessington a highly unlikely task.  
As the overs had been bowled quickly, despite some huge hits, Chessington actually had a minimum of 21 overs to bat. The Chessington order was rearranged to put the quicker scoring batsman at the top of the order. This saw Niall Stewart and Conor Young opening the innings. Bank of England went with a combination of seam and spin in Stockdale and Samanta. Conor Young did not last long, held at slip off Semanta without troubling the scorers. Niall Stewart looked in good touch as he raced to 17 from 17 balls before he picked out the deep mid off. Ben Smith and Ash Quinn started to pull the innings around when Chessington had their usual mini collapse. In successive overs, Smith went bowled by Lumsden, Paul Willis skied an attempted pull shot to gully off Semanta and then Chris Connelly prodded a rising delivery from Lumsden back to the bowler diving forward in his follow through. Suddenly, Chessington were 44 for five after thirteen overs and Bank of England sniffed an unlikely victory. Ash Quinn and Alex Yarnley dug in and ensured that there was no such result. Both had their moments but took Chessington through to 67 for no further loss after 21 overs. Alex Yarnley did have one moment of extreme good fortune when he tried to change his shot mid shot and spooned the ball gently to mid on who, inexplicably, dropped the catch. 

Ultimately, this was an unsatisfactory game with neither side really able to gain much from it other than a draw. This is no criticism of anyone but a matter of fact due to the amount of time lost to the weather. Ash Quinn had a fine all round game, taking four for 42 in his 13 overs and scoring 27 not out when batting. For Bank of England, Chapman’s 69 was a highlight. Let us hope that the weather relents and that a full game can be played out.   
