RUNS GALORE
Match Summary.

Bank of England 268 for 8 (55 overs) – 

Chessington 250 all out (47.5 overs) – Niall Stewart 116, Ash Quinn 44  
Result: Chessington lost
Report.
Chessington’s latest game was a short trip to the Bank of England, a place with fabulous facilities, a track with a reputation for runs galore and a setting of some splendour. For all it’s glamour, the scorer’s facilities are the most basic in the league. No cover, should it rain, and an electronic scoreboard that, on this occasion at least, failed to work. Therefore, a small portable scoreboard was wheeled out. Fortunately, the day remained dry and the black clouds passed over without incident.

Chessington showed two changes from the previous week with Alex Yarnley and Richard Singleton coming in for the missing skipper, Paul Willis, and Nick Bailey. Daniel Yarnley was captain for the day. Bank of England still have high hopes of promotion. They lay third in the league and a positive result today could see them leapfrog in to second as first played second elsewhere. Chessington, similarly, wanted to keep their good run of late going and put some distance between themselves and the bottom two. Bank of England won the toss and decided to bat first. 
Ash Quinn and Dhillon Woutersz soon found that the ground’s reputation for being a batsmen’s paradise was not understated. The first few overs were tidy enough as Chapman and Lawence sized up the bowling. Then Chapman sprung to life striking three boundaries in a Woutersz over. The outfield was very quick and anything that beat the infield went to the boundary. Lawrence joined the fun with a couple of boundaries of his own before Dhillon Woutersz found his edge and Conor Young took the catch. Ridgway joined Chapman, who looked in ominous form. Ash Quinn bowled steadily but Woutersz suffered a little and was replaced by Kevin Dillon. His first ball of his second over brought a bonus wicket as Chapman tried to pull a delivery not quite short enough for the shot and succeeded in top edging it to Craig Hastings at square leg. The score stood at a healthy 70 for two in the 14th over. Ridgway was now joined by Thorns and these two put together a large partnership to ensure that the Bank of England would post a large total. Chessington’s bowling and fielding was ragged as the batsmen applied the pressure. The spin of Daniel Yarnley and Richard Singleton was tried. Singleton struggled with his length in the early overs as he bowled a number of full tosses. Fortunately, these were not fully punished. The pair did bring about some kind of control although both Ridgway and Thorns continued to build their innings at a very decent rate. Ridgway was first past his fifty, a feature of which was his driving. Their hundred partnership came and went and Chessington managed to dry up the boundary count. Thorns innings struggled as he approached his fifty. He was caught off a no ball and finally picked up the single needed. No sooner had he reached that landmark and he was gone, making 51. Andy Robson was introduced and his first ball saw Thorns get a leading edge to mid on. Robson watched the action on all fours as he had fallen over in his follow through. The score was 185 in the 39th over. The platform was there for Bank of England to really step on the gas. Their skipper, Dickson, now joined Ridgway but Ridgway soon became another Robson victim, slicing to backward point for a well made 77. Daniel Yarnley produced another surprise by introducing his brother, Alex, in to the attack for his first league bowl of the season. Alex did not let his brother down as he trapped C. O’Brien LBW with his first ball. Even better was to follow as he repeated the trick later in the over and had Dickson out in the same manner. It was J. O’Brien and Williams who put the gloss back on the innings with a quickfire partnership of 47. Both were out in the final over, bowled by Daniel Yarnley. O’Brien was caught on the long on boundary for 28 in just 20 balls, including one six. Williams was run out, backing up, for 20. The Bank of England’s innings finished on 268 for eight. 

Chessington’s batsmen needed something special to chase this down and something special did happen, although not quite special enough. Daniel Yarnley and Conor Young opened the Chessington innings and were confronted by Stockton and Markowski. Yarnley started in bright fashion, picking up a couple of boundaries through the midwicket area. Conor Young was strangely quiet and took thirteen balls to get off the mark. The score had reached 23 when Stockton induced Yarnley to miscue a drive to cover. Niall Stewart joined Conor Young and immediately was timing his drives. The score passed the fifty in the 11th over and soon afterwards, Conr Young was bowled by Thorns. Ben Smith joined Niall Stewart. Stewart was dropped, although it was probably more a case of self preservation, as he hammered a short ball straight to square leg. Despite getting a full hand on the ball, it made the boundary very quickly. Stewart was driving and pulling with power and backed this up with deft deflections. The scored ticked along. Ben Smith was giving Stewart good support. They had just reached the hundred when Samanta managed to find a way through Smith’s defences and bowled him. Two more quickly followed. Andy Robson was the victim of a horrendous run out mix up with both batsmen ending up at the same end. In fact, both batsmen thought that they were out and started to walk off the field. The umpires eventually decided that it was Robson who should go. Alex Yarnley was then trapped LBW, first ball, by Samanta. Chessington had sunk to 125 for five. Niall Stewart was still at the wicket. He had reached 50, off just 49 balls. Ash Quinn joined Stewart and started to rebuild the innings. Niall Stewart went through a quiet period whilst wickets were tumbling and, indeed, was lucky to still be there.Not only could he have been the one to be run out but he was bowled by consecutive balls! The first was a no-ball and the second, the follow up free hit. It was another free hit which kick started his innings as he clipped a full ball over wide mid on for six. Suddenly the shackles had been well and truly freed as all the bowlers felt his full force. The previously accurate Samanta was smashed for a huge six over midwicket, the ball travelling across the adjoining pitch and only stopping at the hedge on the other side. Ash Quinn was providing sensible support, ensuring the Stewart had the majority of the strike and that there was no mishaps at his end. The Bank of England players were quickly getting nervous. Their bowlers were suffering, not helped by a surfeit of wides and no-balls. The fielding, as with Chessington’s efforts earlier, began to get ragged. Niall Stewart’s hundred, from 95 balls, was reached with a glorious cover driven four with no-one moving. He added a third six, high back over the bowler’s head as Chessinton sailed past the 200 mark. Incredibly, the totals after each over were remarkably similar. At one point, Chessington were about twenty behind. However, they caught up and were ten in front, then level again and so on. There was never anything much in it. At one point, Daniel Yarnley took out a drink of water to Stewart. He came back shocked as the aforementioned batsman had asked him what the total was that they were chasing. Amazing!! The Bank of England returned to the experience of Stockton and Thorns to try to stem the flow of runs. This was a bit of a gamble as it left two overs that would have to be filled in by their fifth/sixth bowler, both of whom had been extremely expensive. Nonetheless, the gamble worked although not in the manner anticipated. Niall Stewart had cut Stockton to the point boundary and decided to come back for a second. The throw was Flat and accurate and, despite a dive, Stewart was short of his ground. His magnificent innings of 116 had ended in the dust. The relief and jubilation of the Bank of England players was there for all to see. Suddenly, there was a belief and a spring in the step of the fielding team that had not been there ten minutes previously. Craig Hastings, Dhillon Woutersz and Richard Singleton all came and went. All three bowled. Stockton, in particular, bowled well at this point, keeping it full and straight. The last hope for Chessington now fell to Ash Quinn and Kevin Dillon. Quinn decided to farm the strike and managed to get in some blows to boundary. When Kevin Dillon came in, they needed 41 in five overs. Quinn’s blows brought this down to 19 when he clipped a ball off his hip and found Samanta at short fine leg. There was a little debate as to whether the ball had carried but the umpires, after conferring, confirmed the dismissal. Had the ball gone a foot either way, it would have been another boundary. Ash Quinn had made a brave 44. 

This was a fine advert for the game. Both sides had batted positively whilst the bowling and fielding struggled under the pressure. On these occasions, you feel that both teams should get some reward for their performance but, on this occasion, the Bank of England went home with the points and Chessington with a sense of frustration.
