A HARD, UNREWARDED SLOG
Match Summary.

Addiscombe 201 for 8 (50 overs) – Dhillon Woutersz 3 for 44
Chessington 191 for 9 (50 overs) – Ben Smith 75 

Result: Addiscombe won by 10 runs
Report.
Chessington were back on the road this week with a trek to Addiscombe. As usual, most of the team met at the club. Convoy arranged, and off we all went. The first strange occurrence was the decision to navigate through Epsom Town Centre on a busy Saturday morning! The next was the usual team bonding idea that the lead cars leave those at the rear to fend and navigate for themselves. That said, everyone arrived at Addiscombe’s ground bar one. Conor Young had to work that morning and, therefore, was not due until much nearer the start time. 
The team was very similar to the previous week with Ben Smith coming back in and Niall Stewart eventually remembering that he was helping to move his parents to their new house. Addiscombe won the toss and decided to bat on a very chilly, windy day. 

Unfortunately, Conor Young had still not reached the ground and, therefore, coach Bob Cook stood in whilst Sam Robinson donned the gloves. Young was with us after three overs which was sufficient time for coach Cook to show excellent technique in trying to stop a drive with his size 9’s, only to see him missing the ball and a boundary was the result! Conor Young resumed wicketkeeping duties and the slightly more agile and mobile Sam Robinson replaced Bob Cook in the field. Ash Quinn and Dhilln Woutersz quickly had the Addiscombe openers, Poulton and Hurrion, struggling. Paul Willis put down a chance from the luckless Quinn before Woutersz opened Chessington’s account, trapping Poulton LBW. Addiscombe were finding it difficult to get any momentum in to their batting. Johnson joined Hurrion and they took the score past the fifty mark when Andy Robson invited Hurrion to drive and was well held by Paul Willis above his head on the drive. Rhodes now joined Johnson and, yet again, a promising partnership slowly grew. At this point, the contest between bat and ball was even. The halfway drinks interval saw Addiscombe at 81 for two. It was a base to launch from. The pitch was mischievous. The ball was not coming on and the bounce was occasionally erratic. Immediately on resumption, Addiscombe lost their next wicket as Johnson was adjudged LBW without playing a shot, Robson the successful bowler. Richard Singleton was bowling at the other end to Robson. Whilst Robson was in a good rythmn, keeping things tight, Singleton was struggling with his length and kept dragging the ball down short. This allowed Addiscombe to relieve the pressure on themselves. Rhodes and the busy Cox once again set about building the decisive partnership. Robson bowled through his ten overs for the excellent figures of two for 30. He was then replaced by Matt Robinson whilst Singleton had been replaced by Daniel Yarnley. Unfortunately, Robinson’s two overs were expensive as Rhodes sought to accelerate. Their partnership had just passed fifty when Rhodes patience snapped against Daniel Yarnley. His charge saw the ball pass the bat and Conor Young take the bails off. As it happened, as the ball passed his bat, he had snicked the ball and, therefore, it was a catch behind rather than a stumping. The score was now 137 for four in the 35th over. Would Addiscombe be able to accelerate away or could Chessington hold them to a gettable score? Crowie struggled and it came as no surprise when Daniel Yarnley succeeded in having him caught at point when aiming to whip him over midwicket. This was the first of two catches for Sam Robinson. Daniel Yarnley bowled through his ten overs (two for 28) and Dhillon Woutersz and Ash Quinn rotated at the other end. Quinn got his just deserts when Moore failed to clear Andy Robson on the long on boundary. Benham joined Cox and was able to put a flourish on the innings. Cox skied Woutersz back to the bowler himself and Benham fell on the last ball of the innings, well held by Sam Robinson running towards the boundary from point to third man. However, not before hitting the previous delivery over long on for six. A final score of 201 for eight in their 50 overs appeared par for the course. Addiscombe had put together a number of promising partnerships but, ultimately, nothing over the 54 for their fourth wicket. Similarly, a number of batsmen got established but Rhodes top scored with 40. The track was certainly not a belter but the straight boundaries were relatively short and the outfield extremely bobbly. 

With tea over and dusted, Chessington came out to bat. This season’s travails had mostly been around the batting, so it was a nervous time for the team. Alex and Daniel Yarnley were first up, facing Johnson and Rhodes. The track had certainly not got any better and Alex Yarnley was soon attracting some rearing deliveries. The initial burst by the Addiscombe bowlers saw Chessington struggling. Almost completely strokeless, the two brothers tried very hard to ride the storm. Alex Yarnley took 30 deliveries before he got off the mark whilst Daniel also found runs almost impossible to come by. Johnson and Rhodes kept the pressure on and after ten overs, the score had only moved to 11 with four off those being wides. Crowie was introduced, replacing Johnson, and his first over relieved a little of the pressure with two long hops which the brothers were able to score from. Next over and Rhodes struck, Daniel Yarnley given out LBW trying to whip the ball through midwicket. To add to his misery, both ball and bat struck his toe leaving him to limp off. As so often with Chessington, one wicket brings a second and Alex Yarnley’s long vigil was terminated by a spiteful delivery which reared off a length and took the outside edge before looping to gully. Chessington were now 18 for two after thirteen overs. Ben Smith has easily been the form batsman this season for Chessington. Very quickly, he was in to his stride and, for the first time all game, looked a batsman at ease with the conditions. He took full toll on Crowie, Moore and, initially, Amin as Addiscombe rotated their bowlers. Paul Willis did not last long, undone by a delivery that failed to bounce and was LBW on the back foot, in front of all three. However, Conor Young knuckled down to help Smith rebuild the innings and they survived through to the drinks break, taking the score to 71 for three. This was only ten runs shy of where Addisombe had been at the same point of their innings, although Chessington had lost one more wicket. History repeated itself when, on resumption, Young was well held at slip off the recently introduced Karavanuke. Smith, at this point, was batting beautifully and had reached 40 at a run a ball. Now it was Chessington’s turn to try to find a match winning partnership. Ash Quinn joined Smith and they took their time trying to bring the innings around. Both found the two spinners hard work as Amin and Karavanuke gave little away. Amin found turn and bounce (except for the delivery to Willis) and Karavanuke bowled pretty straight. The Chessington batsmen refused to give their wickets away. The score crept up, although the comparison with Addiscombe’s innings widened through this period. There was a very confident appeal against Quinn for caught behind as yet another delivery jumped and hit some part of either his bat, arm, glove and/or helmet before being taken by the keeper. Addiscombe were insistent that it had hit bat, the umpire and Quinn remained unmoved. Quinn did succumb a few overs later, held at long on off Karavanuke. He and Smith, who had at this point passed his fifty, had added 45 but Chessington were now needing about eight an over from the last ten. Sam Robinson joined Smith and, suddenly, runs began to flow. It was as if another track had been found as Robinson layed bat to ball and Smith accelerated again. They quickly added 38 with Robinson picking the returning Johnson up for a big six back over his head. Smith’s fine knock of 75 came to an end with, pretty much his first false shot. Aiming to hit Johnson straight, he skied to cover. Smith had been the only player on both sides to really get to grips with this wicket and his innings was both well paced and resolute. Robinson’s jaunty innings came to an end as he picked out long on in the same over. Richard Singleton was sent in early to try to hit Chessington back in to the game but he and Andy Robson fell in consecutive deliveries caught at long off and cover respectively. Nine down, things looked bleak. The rate had risen to ten an over. Dhillon Woutersz and Matt Robinson nonetheless gave it their all. Matt Robinson hit Rhodes for six off his hat trick ball! There was much swinging, some hitting and runs came. However, it was not sufficient and Chessington finished their innings with a score of 191 for nine wickets. A loss by ten runs.

It has to be said that Addiscombe deserved their victory and that the ten run margin probably flattered Chessington a little. It never really felt that close. Nonetheless, positives do come out of this game. Firstly, Chessington batted through their fifty overs. This was a difficult track to bat on but the Chessington players got their heads down and battled through. Secondly, no one threw their wickets away. Thirdly, the fielding, both ground and catching, was by and large excellent on a difficult outfield. Lastly, but not least, the bowlers showed patience and resolve to ensure that Addiscombe never achieved a dominant position in the game. 

The season now moves in to the time and declaration form of the game, with winning and losing draws and trying to bowl opponents out. Chessington need a victory to get their season underway, perhaps a change of format will bring about a change of fortune.     
