A LONG HARD SEASON
At the start of the season, the main aim for the First XI was to gain promotion. By the season’s end, when the last game had been played and the dust finally settled, the season’s aim was reality. 
From this, you can only say that the season was one of success. Congratulations go to skipper, Paul Willis, and his troops for securing that cherished prize. Eighteen players were used during the league season and every one of them contributed something positive towards the final goal. Indeed, the First XI’s success should not just stop at the players. Coach, Bob Cook, has worked extremely hard with the team and individual players and deserved equal praise. As do those players in the lower XIs who have helped shape the current first team. The success is something that the whole club can rejoice in.

Of the eighteen players used, twelve of them have come up through the Chessington Colts system. This is proof, if proof is needed, that the colts section is a prized and valued part of the club and that there is hard evidence that both the colts section and the club are moving forward.

So how was the success achieved? The league format saw the season split into three parts. The first four games were played in the new, limited overs format of 50 overs per side and bowlers limited to 10 overs. The next nine games reverted to the old format of 100 overs cricket with teams able to declare at any point and winning and losing draws an option. Finally, the final five games went back to limited overs. 
Clearly, limited overs suited the Chessington side. There were eight wins and just one defeat in this format. Indeed, Chessington only suffered two defeats all season and both were to eventual, and deserving, champions, Worcester Park. On both occasions, Chessington were soundly beaten. However, Chessington did beat every other side in the league at least once and were never beaten. The limited overs format saw fairly straightforward and easy victories in six games. The other two did go down to the wire before Chessington crossed the line. The depth of Chessington’s batting helped set large totals which teams failed to chase. 

The old style format saw Chessington being much less successful. The toss plays too much importance in the game and Chessington were to lose six out of the nine tosses. The weather was not particularly kind to the team and the majority of the games lost time due to the weather. Having said all this, it is also important to state that the side rarely looked like bowling the opposition out. Two games in this format were won. 

I have to say that it seems strange that the league has two formats in the one season. 

The season started with comfortable wins over Old Rutlishians (53 runs), Streatham & Marlborough (139 runs) and Ashford (80 runs). It is worth noting that at the end of the season, these three sides occupied the places directly below Chessington. All three games had been won by batting first, putting large scores on the board and then defending those totals. Then came our first encounter with Worcester Park. Whether Chessington were over confident or under estimated the opposition, Chessington clearly did not play to their potential. Worcester Park applied the same tactics to Chessington that we had applied to others and ran out easy victors by 85 runs. That concluded the early limited overs format. The next game was a rain ruined affair against Bank of England with the Bank taking the winning draw. Chessington then beat Old Wimbledonians by 104 runs. Again, the key was setting a large total and then bowling the opposition out. It helped that Old Wimbledonians’ batsmen remained positive throughout their innings. A winning draw against Warlingham followed with Warlingham uninterested in chasing the total set and Chessington incapable of taking the necessary wickets. Another winning draw was achieved against Old Rutlishians where the weather again had an influence. Metropolitan Police gained a winning draw by scoring heavily and picking up early Chessington wickets. Despite a recovery, Chessington were behind the clock at stumps. Another winning draw in another weather affected game occurred at Mitcham with play constantly interrupted by heavy showers. Ashford were beaten comfortably by 8 wickets when restricted to an under par score and then chased down with something to spare. Worcester Park again inflicted another defeat by chasing a largish score and getting over the line with 4 wickets in hand and two overs. The final 100 over game was also rain affected. Streatham & Marlborough had set a huge target and Chessington were unable to reach the winning draw figure. Rain during the tea interval and again during Chessington’s innings meant that there was no chance for a positive result. Back to the limited overs format saw Chessington ease to comfortable victories over Warlingham (59 runs) and Old Wimbledonians (49 runs). The game against Bank of England went down to the last ball with Chessington gaining a 4 run win. Similarly, Metroploitan Police gave Chessington a huge scare before the lower order came through and Chessington sneaked in with a 2 wicket victory. The final game turned out to be the easiest of the campaign, Chessington bowling Mitcham out for 105 before easing to a 9 wicket victory in just 19 overs.  

There were some unusual, amusing and worrying moments during the season that are worth recalling. The first was the swarm of bees which forced all fielders, umpires and batsmen to suddenly assume the prone position on the floor whilst the bees flew past. There was always the amusing sight of Paul Willis and Nick Bailey bickering like an old married couple. There was Nick Bailey arguing with the umpires that the game could continue when the heavens opened and the ground became a lake. Other moments included another case of Andy White pinging a hamstring whilst taking a single (ouch), Nick Bailey’s scream of delight at his winning six, Luke Carter’s resigned look as yet another catch went down off his bowling, Niall Stewart and Tadgh Randall confused by seafood sticks and thinking that they were rhubarb, Tadgh and Niall discussing their house arrangements as they prepared for student digs life, Alex Yarnley’s driving skills and navigational skills, fragmented convoys designed to lose half of the team on away trips and Bob Cook’s fielding drills prior to games. 

The various factions of the team worked well. The batting rarely let anyone down. Large scores were the norm and six players scored over 300 runs each. It was not just the top order that impressed. The lower order also contributed with important, match winning runs when needed. This was undoubtedly the strength of the side for 2009.

The bowling did well during the limited overs format but struggled in the other format. As said before, Chessington failed to bowl sides out. This was partly down to the bowlers but also the fielders who often dropped vital catches. The bowlers also bowled far too many wides and it is something that will need to be rectified before the next season. 
The ground fielding was generally of a very high standard, it was only when the ball was in the air that things became a little more random. Mention must go to Niall Stewart and Luke Carter who patrolled the covers and stopped many runs. Keeper, Graham Francis, had another good season and backed the bowlers up with his sharp keeping and earned wickets with some superb stumpings. 

Next season sees the side competing in Division 2. The first season will be one of consolidation. Unfortunately, the side loses Luke Carter, returning to Australia, and Chris Norton, emigrating to New Zealand. It will be interesting to see who will step into their shoes. Mention should be made of both of these players. Chris Norton arrived at Chessington four years ago. During his time at the club, he has played his part in three promotions. Luke Carter has been Chessington’s overseas player for the last two seasons. His runs and wickets will be sorely missed. We wish both of them the best for the future and hope that they will stay in touch with their many friends at Chessington.

Therefore, in conclusion, this was an extremely successful season. There is much work to be done in preparation for the following year but we will enjoy our success until then.
