A VERY SPECIAL DAY
Match Summary.

Lashings World XI 231 for 5 (35 overs) – James Marshall 88, Philip DeFreitas 64
Chessington 194 for 7 (35 overs) – Daniel Yarnley 67, Alex Yarnley 32, Matt Aldiss 36
Result: Lashings World XI won by 37 runs
Report.
It had taken months of planning and weeks of extremely hard work but the day dawned when Chessington took on Lashings World XI complete with international cricketers and celebrity followers. After a very wet and soggy Thursday, Friday was dry, warm and bright. An army of volunteers were up at the club early to help move things around, set things up and, generally, ensure that the day went smoothly, without a hitch. The Lashings events team were also there, putting up their stuff, doing sound checks, etc. Burger vans, ice cream vans and the such like were put in place, as were the portable loos. There was a buzz of excitement and expectation that had not been seen at Chessington Cricket Club before.
Finally, the Lashings team began to assemble along with our corporate guests and the general public. The ground looked magnificent. It also looked completely transformed from its usual, quiet, tranquil setting. The place filled with people. Lunch was served in the marquee and there were auctions, speeches and a Henry Olonga song which blew the audience away. The game started at 2:30pm and Lashings batted first. Their line up was James Marshall (New Zealand), Ian Butler (New Zealand), Matt Smyth (Guest), Philip DeFreitas (captain and England), Chris Harris (New Zealand), Wasim Jaffer (India), Devon Malcolm (England), Jimmy Adams (West Indies), John Emburey (England), Saqlain Mushtaq (Pakistan) and Mohamed Akram (Pakistan). Also in attendance were John Lever (Manager and England), Ed Giddins (England), Henry Olonga (Zimbabwe) and Henry Blofeld (Test Match Special). What a line up. There were Test team captains, players with over 1000 first class wickets, one of the quickest bowlers in modern times, the inventor of the ‘doosra’ and someone who has a triple hundred in a Test match to his name. 
James Marshall and Ian Butler opened the innings, Ash Quinn and Dhillon Woutersz were first up for Chessington and the two Henrys (Blofeld and Olonga) were on the mic commentating. The first few overs were unexceptional, Dhillon Woutersz even managing to sneak in a maiden (the only one of the innings). However, class will out and first Marshall and then Butler hit their straps. Ash Quinn was the first to suffer as James Marshall smashed him for consecutive boundaries. Then Ian Butler bashed Dhillon Woutersz to the boundary. Ash Quinn’s fourth over saw his first three balls go four, six, four and the fun was in full swing. Unlike weekend cricket, this was not swinging wildly but superb stroke making. There were times when you could only watch and admire. Quinn and Woutersz were replaced by the two Robbo’s (Matt Robinson and Andy Robson). The two Henry’s were now enjoying themselves. They alternated from commentary of the game, to discussions about the England side, politics in Zimbabwe and taking the mikey out of the two teams. Andy Robson was one victim of Henry Olonga’s mischievous humour as he struggled to describe Andy’s bowling action/delivery. Alex Yarnley’s running style was also questioned on a regular basis. Richard Singleton’s size was another conversation piece, although having his action likened to Ashley Giles was a huge fillip. Matt Robinson and Andy Robson both troubled the batsmen, although in turn they were harshly treated when the opportunity arose. Matt Robinson picked up Ian Butler for 29, caught by the hamstrung Alex Yarnley at mid on. The Lashings guest, Matt Smyth, did not last long, bowled by the filthy leg spin of Andy Robson. Perhaps he was caught out by Andy’s action? This brought the Lashings skipper (and England star) Phil DeFreitas to the crease. He, too, was initially baffled by Andy Robson’s guile. It took him some time, and much mikery from Henry Olonga, to get going. James Marshall, in the meantime, was having no such problems. He sailed past his fifty (from just 34 balls) as Chessington’s attack was put to the sword. The spin of Daniel Yarnley and Richard Singleton was tried. The score had slowed but the 150 was reached in the 24th over. James Marshall fell for a magnificent 88, caught by Dhillon Woutersz, off the bowling of Daniel Yarnley. He and Phil DeFreitas had put on 83 runs with the ex-England star finding his range. Sixes flowed off both spinners but Richard Singleton gained his revenge when he had DeFreitas well caught by substitute fielder, Ollie Robinson, for a lovely 64. Chris Harris hit Richard Singleton for another six before Ash Quinn got his wicket, well held by Andy Robson in the deep. There was just time to see Wasim Jaffer give Ash Quinn the treatment by hitting the last two balls of the innings for four and six. The Lashings XI had made 231 from their 35 overs. Chessington’s bowlers had done well to keep things under some control. The fielding had also been good although Mr Blofeld was able to get excited with two ‘buzzers’, his term for overthrows when Matt Aldiss’s radar went awry. 
Tea was taken and Chessington’s reply began. Lashings decided that the wicket was ripe for their spinners. The commentary was passed on to Ed Giddins and his friends who tried to form a speed dating party. Unfortunately for them, they did not appear to have any takers! Daniel Yarnley and Conor Young opened and Lashings, perhaps surprisingly, opted with Phil DeFreitas bowling off spin. First ball was a no-ball, resulting in a free hit. Conor Young had the privilege of facing this and he nailed it, soaring over wide mid on (cow corner) for six. For good measure, he hit the last ball of the over for four. Twelve off the first over saw Cricket Chairman, Nick Bailey, get very excited and sought Ed Giddins opinion on the likely result. Ed’s response, wisely, was that he might like to wait a few overs before making any rash forecasts. John Emburey opened at the other end. He immediately found his groove, ball after ball hitting the same line and length. Not there to drive, nor to pull or cut. Chessington’s batsman would have to find a solution to this if they were to chase down 231! Phil DeFreitas gave himself just that first over before handing the bowling to Saqlain Mushtaq. Daniel Yarnley managed to help himself to a four to get himself going. Conor Young found life against a top class spinner difficult and, trying to cut, succeeded in edging to the Lashings keeper, Jimmy Adams. Ben Smith replaced Conor who was sought out for an interview by Ed Giddins. It was not a scintillating interview as Conor’s responses to Ed Giddins’ probing questions were mostly monosyllabic. Nonetheless, it was great fun. Ben Smith became John Emburey’s second victim when he was held at slip by Chris Harris. Chessington were scoring steadily but not at a rate to pass the 231. Alex Yarnley, he of the hamstrings, joined his elder brother Daniel at the crease. The pair slowly put a partnership together. Daniel was, by far, the more fluent. Alex was prepared to play the anchor role, when he had the strike which was not often. Whilst Ed Giddins complemented the brothers, there were those who wanted to point out that the partnership was very one sided. Ed’s nonchalant response, which questioned these people’s powers of reason, was very amusing. The brothers took Chessington past the fifty mark and then the hundred, Daniel stroked his way past fifty, memorably dancing down the wicket to hit John Emburey high and handsome for six. He also nailed a free hit from Mr Emburey for six and, when Chris Harris was introduced, gave him the full treatment. Chris Harris and the returning Phil DeFreitas were now in harmony and it was Chris Harris who put an end to Daniel Yarnley’s wonderful innings of 67 in just 55 balls, caught by James Marshall at deep midwicket. Paul Willis joined Alex Yarnley and soon became Chris Harris’s 348th caught and bowled victim. Alex Yarnley’s innings came to an end shortly afterwards, caught by John Emburey off the bolwing of Wasim Jaffer at long on for 32. Matt Aldiss was now joined by Ash Quinn. The pair put on 47 runs in good time. Wasim Jaffer and Matt Smyth were now bowling for Lashings. Matt Aldiss scored 36 runs in just 25 balls and added to the Chessington’s collection of sixes with one straight over the sightscreen. He was eventually caught and bowled by Wasim Jaffer and Ash Quinn succumbed to Matt Smyth, courtesy of a Chris Harris catch. Chessington’s innings finished at 194 for seven, some 37 runs short of the victory target. 
There was time for Chessington’s Daniel Yarnley to be named man of the match before the evening’s entertainment began. 

Of course, none of this would have been possible but for the hard work of so many people. I cannot thank everyone because the list would be endless. Nonetheless, there are a few people who have worked extremely hard from the very start to get this event on. Daniel Yarnley, Nick Bailey and Simon Burge made a phenomenal team. It was these three, backed by so many others, who dared to dream of this day, plan, organise, cajole and sell it. Also, Brian Whittle who spent so many hours ensuring that the ground was perfect. I know that this is just the tip of the iceberg. There were the caterers, bar staff, security, gate, car parking, ground, electricians, sales, treasurers, general fetchers and carriers and the list goes on. My personal thanks to each and every person who made this day possible. Let us not forget the Lashings organisation. From the players to the commentary team, the comedians to the sound people, they were all fantastic.
Great day and a day when, as a long standing member of Chessington Cricket Club, I was so proud to be associated with.
